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JOURNAL. 


OF THH 


SECOND CONGRESS, ANNUAL SESSION. 


Monpay, Nov. 6, 1837. 


The time for the regular Session of the Second Con- 
gress having arrived, the following members met in the 
Representative Hall at the City of Houston: 


From the County of Austin, Mr. Jones. 


Bexar Messrs. Baker and Patton. 
Brazoria, Messrs. Jones and Jack. 
Colorado, Mr. Menifee. 

Gonzales Mr. Ponton. 

Goliad, Mr. Thornton. 

Houston, Mr. Lumpkin, 
Harrisburg, Mr. Gazley. 
Jefferson, Mr. Grigsby. 

Jasper, Mr. Lewis. 


l E Mr. Sutherland, 


Liberty, Mr. Branch. 

Mina, Messrs. Burleson and Bil- 
lingsly. 

Matagorda, Mr. Hardiman. 

Milam, Mr. Walker. 

Nacogdoces, Messrs. Rusk and 
Douglass. 

Red River, Messrs. M‘Kinney, 
Rowlett and Tarrant. 

Refugio, Mr. Power. 

San Patricio, Mr. Brenan. 

Sabine, Mr. Clark. 


‘Shelby, Messrs. English and Pier- 


? pont. 
San Augustine, Messrs. Rowe and 
Thompson. 
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From the County of Victoria, Mr. Linn. 


From the county of Washington, Messrs. Gant and 
Hill. 


On motion of Mr. Rowe, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, was 
called to the chair. 


The members then proceeded to ballot for a Speaker, 
Mr. Rusk nominated Mr. Rowe 
Mr. Gazley nominated Mr., Branch. 

On counting the votes, Mr. Rowe had 21 votes: Mr. 
Branch had 11; whereupon Mr. Rowe was declared 
duly eleéted Speaker, and sworn into office by the Hon. 
Shelby Corzine. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, Mr. Thornton, 
the member elect from Goliad, was sworn into office. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the House went into an 
election for Chief Clerk. 

Mr. Baker nominated Francis R. Lubbock, and Mr. 
Menifee nominated Mr. Wm. Fairfax Gray. 


The ballots being counted, Francis R. Lubbock had 
21 votes,'and Mr. Gray had 11 votes: Mr. Lubbock was 
pee duly elected, by the Speaker, and sworn into 
office. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the House went into an 
election for. Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. Gazley nominated Mr. A. L. M‘Coy, and there 
being tio opposition, he was declared duly elected, by 
the Speaker, and sworn into office. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House went into an 
election for Engrossing Clerk. 

Mr. Rusk nominated Mr. Thomas Green; and there 
being no opposition, he was‘ declared duly elected, and 
sworn into office. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House went 
into an election for Enrolling and Recording Clerk. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, nominated Mr. R. D. Johnson; 
and, there being no opposition, he was declared duly 
elected; by‘the‘Speaker, and sworn into office. 

On motion'‘of Mr. Gant, the House went into an 
election of: Door-keper: © ` 

Mr. Gazley nominated Mr. 8. L. Johnson; and, there 
being no opposition, he was declared duly elected, by 
the Speaker, and sworn into office, 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House went” 
into an election for Sergeant-at-Arms. 

| Mr. Thompson nominated Mr. G. $, Stratton, and Mr. 
Gazley nominated Mr, Florenoy Hant. 


The blots being countèt, Mr. Stratton had 24 votes, 
land Mr. Hunt had 9 votes. Be 


| Mr. Stratton was declared duly elected, by the the 
Í Speaker, and sworn into office. 


A message was received from the Senate, through a 
committee composed of Messrs. Horton and Wharton, 


informing the House that they were organized, and had 
Belected the follo «ing officers: : 


S. H. Everitt, President pro tem. 

A. Robertson, Chief Clerk. 

| M. Sevey, Asssistant Clerk. 

& O. Farrish, Engrossing Clerk, 

$ E£. L. Stickney, Enrolling Clerk, and Reporter. 
a J. T. Byers, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

f J. G. Wilkinson, Door-keeper. 


| Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved that a committee be 
mppointed to inform the Senate, that the House of Rep- ~” 
pesentatives are now organized and ready to proceed to 
business. . 


| Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, and Menifee were ap- 
pointed said committee. 


| On motion of Mr. Gant, the journal of the last day of 
oc extra session was read. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
we House, that they had appointed Messrs. Wharton, 
@unn and Wilson to act with such committee as: the 
Bouse may appoint, to wait upon his Excellency the 
E esident, and inform him that Congréss has assembled, 
aod are ready to’ receive any communication he may 
feve to make. l a 

a Mr. Gazley moved that a committee be appointed; to | 
Ft with the committee on the part of the Senate, 'to in- 
pm the President, that Congress is now organized and 
ady to receive any communication He may have to 
pexe: Messrs. Gazley, Burleson and Patto were ap-- 
Minted said committee. | ~ 
t, Jack offered the following resolution: 


* 
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Resolved, That the following Standing Committees of 
five members be appointed by the Speaker: 
Upon Privileges and Elections, 
«Ways and Means, 
s Public Lands, 
“c Post-offices and Post-roads, 
« Indian Affairs, 
s — Military Affairs, 
t: Naval Affairs, 
«Foreign Relations, 
<< State of the Republic, 
es Judiciary, 
‘6 Claims and Accounts, 
«County Boundaries: 
Adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Gant, the House adjourned till 
3 o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Gazley, from the committee to wait on and inform 
the President that the House had met to hold their an- 
nual session, and were ready to receive any communi- 
cation he might have to make, reported, that they had 
performed the duty, and that he would communicate to 
Congress to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M., being the time 
the Senate had adjourned to. 

The Speaker informed the House, that by a resolution 
of the called session of the House, the unfinished. busi- 
ness of that session would be first in order. 

The Land bill was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words “and the said Com- 
missioner of the General Land-office shall ‘receive a 
salary of $3,000 per annum, payable quarterly,” were 
added to the Ist section. ° 

Mr. Rowe moved to strike out the letters “ors, and 
insert “eys,” in the fourth line, 9th section. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: = 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Hardiman, Jones, 
of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Tarrant and Thompson—13. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Bilingsly, Brenan, Clark, 


97 


Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jack, 
Lewis, M‘Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Sutherland and 


Thompson—17 : lost. 

The word “and” was stricken out from the ninth line. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words “if their claims be 
otherwise equal” were inserted after the word occupant, 
in the 9th line, 17th section. j 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the words “and he shall re- 
ceive as a compensation for each and every case, the 
sum of five hundred dollars” were stricken out from the 
27th section. 


On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to-morrow. 


Tvuespay, 10 o’ciock, Nov, 7, 1837. 
Ihe House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The journal of the preceding day being read, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, a committee of 
two were appointed to inform the Senate, that the House 
was ready to receive them, and hear the communication 
from the President read: Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, 
and Thompson were appointed said committee. 

The following Standing Committees were then an- 


nounced to the House, as having been appointed by the 
Speaker : 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 
On Privileges and Elections : 


Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria; Pierpont, Menifee, Row- 
lett and Thompson. 


On Ways and Means: 


Messrs. Menifee, Pierpont, Douglass, Gazley and 
Lumpkin. =~ 


On Public Land. : 


Messrs. Thompson, Hardiman, Walker, Branch and 
Grigsby. 
9 
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On Post-offices and Post-roads : 
Messrs. Gazley, Hill, Tarrant, Baker and Clark. 


On Indian Affairs: 
Messrs. Burleson, Rusk, Rowlett, Lumpkin and 
Walker. 
On County Boundaries: 
Messrs. Baker, Jack, Lewis, Linn and Gant. 


On Military Affairs: 
Messrs. Rusk, Patton, Burleson, Power and Thorn- 
ton. 
On Naval Affairs: 


Messrs. Jones, of Austin; Brenan, Power, Sutherland 
and Thornton. 


On Foreign Relations: — ) 
Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Clark, M‘Kinney and 
Gant. 
On State of the Republic: 


Messrs. Hardiman, Jones, of Brazoria; Lewis, Ba- 
ker and Patton. 


On Claims and. Accounts: 


Messrs. Douglass, Linn, Tarrant, Billingsly and Pon- 
ton. 


On Judiciary. 
Messrs. Jack, Branch, Gazley, Ponton and Rusk. 


On Enrolled Bulls: 
Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria ; Branch. 


A message from the Senate was received, stating that 
they would wait on the House immediately. a 
Mr. Gazley moved that the amendment offered by 
him yesterday, to the 9th section, be recorded on the 

journals, viz: to strike out from the word “county,” 
third line, to the word “he,” eleventh line, and insert 
the following: “County Surveyor, whose duty it shall 
be to receive and examine all field notes of surveys . 
made, or which may hereafter be made, in said county, by -- 
the different deputies; and he shall see that the returns 


| 
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of notes made by them are coñnected; and, in no case, 
shall permit a survey to be returned, the notes of which 
will not show its relative situation with respect to some 
other section of surveys: he shall record the same in a 
book to be kept by him for that purpose: shall certify 
the notes of all surveys so presented, to be correct, if 
admitted, and transmit the same to the Commissioner of 
the General Land-office; and shall advise the Board of 
Commissioners of all surveys so examined, by giving 
admission to his record book.” 

The motion to amend was lost. 

The Speaker desired the clerk, in future, to record the 
negative as well as the affirmative proceedings of the 
flouse. 

The Senate entered and took their seats. 

A communication was received from the President by 
his Private Secretary, Mr. Henriques, to both Houses 
of Congress. 

The rolls were called by the respective Clerks of both 
Houses. 

The Clerk of the House was ordered to read the 
communication from the President, which was as fol- 
lows: - 
go DEPARTMENT, ? Houston, Nov. 1, 1887. 

EPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 


To the Hon. Senate and House of Representatives: 
GENTLEMEN: i 
In reply to the announcement of the Joint Commit- 
tee of your honorable bodies, that the two Houses of 
Congress were organized and ready to receive any com- 
munications from the Executive, I have only to remark, 
that it is with no ordinary degree of regret that a re- 
newed and violent attack of my late protracted illness, 
with which I am still suffering, has precluded me the 
pleasure of concluding my annual message, and having 
itin readiness for the consideration of your honorable 
bodies; I hope however, to be able to communicate 
with you at a very early date. As soon as I am relieved 
from my intense suffering it will afford me much grati- 
fication to lay before the Hon. Congress, the general 
condition of the Republic, and all the subjects important 
to the advancement of the public interest. 


(Signed) SAM HOUSTON. 
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At the instance of their President, the Senate then re- 
tired. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the message of the Presi- 
dent was ordered to be printed in the Telegraph. 

Mr. Jack moved that the House now proceed to the 
election of Reporter: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, all the business 
on the Speaker’s table, from the last session, was referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

The Speaker declared his opinion, that the business 
left unfinished at the last session, is now in order, in the 
progress in which it was left. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the resolution passed at the 
extra session, relative to the unfinished business, was 
read; also, the resolution of adjournment of that session. 


Mr. Baker appealed from the decision of the Speaker. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 


thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Burlison, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, 
of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
M‘Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland. Tar- 
rant Thornton and Walker—23. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Linn, Pat- 
ton, Power and Rusk—7: Speaker sustained in his de- 
cision. 

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Select Committee to make 
arrangements for obtaining a suitable house for the Pre- 
sident, reported, that they had examined a house owned 
by Mr. Lubbock; which, with the addition of some im- 
provements, they would recommend as a suitable resi- 
dence for his Excellency; and recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution: 


Resolved, by the Senate vnd House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the sum of 
six thousand dollars be appropriated for the purchase of 
a house for his Excellency, the President; and that the 
Secretary of the Treasury draw for two thousand dol- 
lars, at sight, in favor of Francis R. Lubbock, on the 
collector of customs at the port of Galveston; and that 
the Treasurer be required to pay four thousand dollars 
of the promissory notes of the Government to the said 
Francis R. Lubbock, upon his executing to the Govern- 
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on Main-street. 

Bill read the first time. 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule that the bill might 
be placed on its second reading: lost. 

Mr. Baker moved that two dollars per day, in addi- 
tion to the regular pay, be allowed to the door-keeper of 
the House of Representatives of the last session, for ex- 
tra services by him performed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Gazley moved the following: 

That a committee of two be appointed, on the part of 
each House, to contract with some competent person or 
persons, to print all the laws passed by the Consultation 
and Convention, together with those enacted since the 
Declaration of Independence; and also the journal of 
the Special and Regular Session -of the Congress of the 
year 1837. and the said committee are required to as- 
certain what progress, if any, has been made in the 
above work, and report all their proceedings to this. 
Congress. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gant moved to take up a bill relating to the public 
archives : decided to be out of order. 

The Land Bill was taken up at the 28th section. 

Mr. Rusk moved to insert after the words “by paying 
fifty dollars, and,” seventh line, 28th section: with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Menifee offered the same, and called for the Ayes 
and Noes. The vote stood thus: 

Avres—Messrs. Branch, Douglass, Linn, Menifee, 
Rusk and Sutherland—6. i 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burlison, Billingsly, 
Brenan, Clark, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardi- 
man, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Jack, 
Lumpkin, Lewis, M‘Kinney, Patton, Ponton, Rowlett, 
Thompson, Tarrant, Thornton and Walker—25: lost. 

Mr. Rusk offered the following amendment to the 
amendment of the 28th section: 


ment, titles for the house, and lot upon which it stands, 


‘ Provided, in all cases, where the grantees shall pay 


into the hands of the receiver of the proper counties, the 
sum of sixty dollars for every twelve hundred and eighty 
g* 
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acres, and thirty dollars for every six hundred and forty Ff 

acres, and fifteen dollars for every three hundred and ff 

twenty acres, at any time after twelve months from the ff 

date of their emigration to the country, he or she shall 

be entitled to receive an unconditional grant to the land.” 

Pes Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
us: 

Aves—Messrs Speaker, Brenan, Clark, English, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jack, Lewis, Menifee, M‘Kinney, 
Patton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson, 
Thornton and Walker—18. 

Nozs—Messre. Baker, Branch, Burlison, Billingsly, 
Gant, Hill, Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin, Ponton 
and Tarrant—11: adopted. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out all of the 28th sec- 
tion after the words “are hereby repealed.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus ; 

Aves—Messrs Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Brenan, 
Douglass, Gant, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, of 
Austin; Jack, Linn, Lewis, M‘Kinney, Patton, Ponton, 
Power, Sutherland and Tarrant—18. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Burlison, Clark, English, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Thompson, Thornton and Walker—14: strick- 
en out. 

Mr. Gant offered the following additional section to 
the bill : 

And be it further enacted, &c., That every free white 
person who was mustered into the service of this Repub- 
lic between the Declaration of Independence and the 
ist day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, 
and is or may hereafter be honorably discharged for a 
tour of duty not less than three months, shall be allowed 
until the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine, to introduce his family into this Republic; 
and upon so doing he shall be entitled to the same quan- 
tity of land he would have been, had his family arrived 
in Texas between the Declaration of Independence and 
the Ist of March, 1837. 

Mr. Branch moved the following as a substitute to the 
foregoing: 

Be it “urther enacted, Yc. That all officers and soldiers 


| 
: 
f 
i4 


103 


who engaged in the service of Texas previous to the 1st 
of March, 1837, whose families are now here, or may 
arrive within twelve months from the date of their dis- 
charges, shall be entitled to the same quantity of land as 
they would have been entitled toif their families had emi- 
grated with them to the country:” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brenan, the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock, to-morrow. 


Wepnespay, Nov. 8, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, Chairman of the Committee 
on Enrolled Bills, reported the bill incorporating the 
Town of Brazoria as examined, and found it correctly 
enrolled. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, chairman of the Committee 


to whom was referred a bill to repeal the Charter of 


the Texas Rail-road, Navigation and Banking Company, 
reported, that having understood that there was a pro- 
position before Congress from the stockholders, for a 
modified charter, he begged leave to return the same. 

Mr. Patton, from the committee to enquire into the 
expediency of recalling our agent for the sale of land 
scrip in the United States, reported a bill recalling him, 
and forbidding the further sale of said scrip: read the 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, a Select Com- 
mittee of Three were appointed to examine the unfi- 
nished business of the House of Representatives of the 
first Congress, and report the same to this House: The 
ee are Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Rowlett and 

ill. 

Mr. Patton introduced a resolution, that from and 
after this day it shall be a standing rule of this House, 
to meet at 9 o’clock in the morning, and adjourn at 
3 o’clock in the evening: read the first time. 


On motion of Mr. Menifee, the Chief Clerk was au- - 


thorized to employ a clerk, to copy the journal of the 
proceedings of the House, and furnish the same to the 


Fine 


deiner age f * 
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editors of the Telegraph: provided, the expense of such 
service shall not exceed two dollars per day. 

Mr. Rusk asked leave to introduce a bill entitled, 
“An Act amendatory of the several Ordinances and 
Acts granting Bounty Lands:” first reading. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to introduce a bill 
for the appointment of Notaries Public: read the first 
time. 

The following communication was then received from 
the Commissioner of the General Land-office: 

Believing it my duty to make a report to your hono- 
rable body, of the progress made by me in collecting the 
archives of the several land-offices; and also to give 
some information in regard to their situation, I would 
therefore beg leave to state, that since my former com- 
munication to your honorable body, I have received the 
following archives: 

Those of Austin’s Colony, Dewitt’s, Powers’; and also 
those of Bevil’s Settlement: besides, a register containing 
entries made for land in Wavel’s Colony, on Red River. 
Those of Nacogdoches have not yet reached here, but by 
a letter received from George A. Nixon, Esq., dated 4th 
Oct ult., I learn that be will probably be here with 
them in a short time, as he had been for some time 
making preparations to that effect. 

I find from examining the archives of Bexar, that 
there are only thirty-four titles, most of them issued in 
the years 1531 and 1832, some by the Commissioner of 
Dewitt’s Colony, some. by the Alcaldes of Bexar. The 
amount of land granted lying in the county of Bexar does 
not exceed forty leagues, which fact clearly shows that 
all the original titles belonging to that part have not been 
received. Ihave been informed that some of them as 
well as other archives have been destroyed; and that 
there is, also, a part of them in the hands of Judge Tay- 
lor, of Nacogdoches. The whole of that section of coun- 
try along the San Antonio River, on both sides, from 
Goliad to within about fifty miles of Bexar, appears to 
be unsurveyed; at Jeast, no returns have been made, 
but to which titles have probably been issued by the dif- 
ferent authorities of the Spanish and Mexican Govern- 
ments. 

From returns of surveys made in Powers’ Colony, I 
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find that the work has generally been done in a loose 
manner. Although there are two plats of considerable 
importance, showing the situation of a portion of the 
country. There have been one hundred and seventy- 
three titles issued, besides some ten or fifteen petitions 
by applicants. 

I would beg leave to correct an error in my former 
report relative to the papers belonging to De Leon’s 
Colony, having been misinformed as to what had been 
the fute of them. It is merely necessary for me to state, 
that instead of the enemy’s destroying them, it was the 
Texian Army. A few of them, however, were preserved 
by Placido Benivides, who will probably deliver them 
up on his return. 

Having but little time to examine the surveys made 
in that section of country cast of Trinity, known as Be- 
vil’s Settlement, Iam as yet almost unqualified to say 
what their condition is; however, this appears evident, 
that although there have been more than four hundred sur- 
veys made, yet thereis no map showing the connection or 
situation of any three of thern—not so much as a list ot 
the names of the grantees, with the several quantities of 
land attached thereto. ‘The’ number of titles issued by 
G. W. Smyth, Commissioner of that section, is one hun- 
dred and fifty-two. 

The public money which I sent for, through the ad- 
vice of the Secretary of the Treasury, amounting to 
$189, and which I received with the archives of Bevil’s 
Settlement, from G. W. Smyth, I have appropriated as 
follows: | 

To John Hadnot, $114 for services rendered in bring- 
ing the archives from Bevil’s Settlement. 

To Davies Grige, $50, for like service, going to Na- 
cogdocoches and San Augustine, and Grey W. Fulton 
$25. 50 j 

There still remains a balance due Mr. Gri@g and Mr. 
Fulton, which 1 tryst your honorable body will make, as 
early as practicable, some appropriation to pay. 

Being aware of the act which is about to be passed, 
calling upon all Empresarios, or other persons holding 
archives, to bring them to the Seat of Government, and 
deliver them over to me, I have not, for the last two 
weeks, used any exertions to employ persons for that 
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purpose; although had I been authorized to pay such 

person so employed, I could certainly have had the dif- 

ferent archives collected much sooner than by the opera- 
tions of the present contemplated arrangement. 

As it is important that connected maps of the dif- 
ferent counties, so far as now surveved, be made; and 
as this cannot be done with propriety, at any other place 
than in this office, it is sincerely hoped that the present 
land law, when passed, will provide, in some manner, 
for the accomplishment of the above object; and while 
making this report, it may not be considered irrelevant 
for me to suggest to your honorable body, the necessity 
of making some appropriation of money, together with 
sufficient houseroom to enable me to have all such plats 
made out in due form, all of which is most respectfully 
submitted by 

Your obedient, 
Humble servant, 
JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Com. of the Gen. Land-office. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the report was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Gant moved to reconsider the motion, which was 

308t. 

Mr. Menifee submitted to the House, the returns of 
election for the county of Refugio, held at Houston and 
Texana; which, on motion of Mr. Brenan, were referred 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Jack introduced the following resolution: 

‘“‘ Vhereas, much inconvenience has arisen and been sut- 
fered by the citizens of Matagorda and Brazoria coun- 
ties, in consequence of the boundary line between the 
said counties being unknown, therefore, 
Resolved, That the Committee on County Boundaries 

be instructed, to inquire into and report the proper bound- 

aries of sa}{ counties:” adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, presented the account of R. 
J. Calder, Sheriff of Brazoria County, for keeping pri- 
ioners, &e.; and, on motion. it was referred to the Com- 
muttee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Rusk moved to lay the Land Bill on the table, in 
wrder that the bill providing for the organization of the 
mua be read the frst time: lost. 
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Mr. Linn introduced a resolution, to allow Major Diggs 
to withdraw his papers, filed in the House at Columbia: 
on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, referred to the 
above Select Committee of Three. 

The Land Bill was taken up. 

Mr. Brenan moved to reconsider the 29th section: lost. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Jack for ten days, 
at the request of Mr. Rusk. 

Mr. Baker moved to amend the 35th section, by adding, 
«and if they emigrated subsequent to the 2nd- day of 
May, 1835, and previous to the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, they shall be required to pay the amount fixed 
by law, passed by the State of Coahuila and Texas, on 
the above date.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, Doug- 
lass, English, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Jones, 
of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin, Lewis, Menifee, Patton, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thomp- 
son, Tarrant, Thornton and Walker—23. 

Nors—Messrs. Billingsly, Brenan, Grigsby, Gant, and 
M‘Kinney—5 adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House, that they had passed a joint resolution to 
have printed, certain laws, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Jones. of Brazoria, the word “same” 
in the ninth line, 35th section, was stricken out, and 
«field notes” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the word ‘“‘re- 
gister,” in the same section, was stricken out, and 
‘President of the Board of Land Commissioners” in- 
serted in the 13th line. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the words “provided, 
farther, that if the Government of the United States of 
the North shall object to, or remonstrate against the 
operations in the Land-office, &c.,” ending with the 
word “ persons” were stricken out of the 39th section. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved the reconsideration of 
the 23d section: adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out the proviso 
to the same section, and insert the following : 

Provided, That all those who received lands as Co- 
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lonists previous to the year 1830, shall be excluded from 
the benefits of this section: lost. 

Mr. Baker moved to strike out the proviso: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the vote was reconsidered, 
requiring the business of the last session to be taken up 
in the order and progress in which it was left; and the 
House decided that the unfinished business of the last 
session must be taken up ‘de govo,” if taken up at all. 

Mr. Rusk then moved to suspend the rule, and read 
the bill a second time by its caption. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Billingsly, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, 
Hill, Jones, of Brazoria ; Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lewis, 
M‘Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland, Thompson, Tarrant, Thornton and Walk- 
er—26. 

Nors—Messrs. Gant. Hardiman, Lumpkin, Menifee 
and Power—5: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


? 


THURSDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, a. M., Oct. 24, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Rusk asked leave to introduce the petition of 
Thomas H. Mulryne, praying for relief for goods fur- 
nished the army. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. > 

Mr. Rusk, also presented the petition of J. W. E. Wal- 
lace, praying remuneration for property destroyed, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accouuts. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the petitions of the 
citizens of the counties of Austin and Harrisburg were 
referred to the Committee on County Boundaries. 
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Mr. Branch moved that the journal of Tuesday bé 
corrected, so that the Land Bill would appear as intro- 
duced on that day: adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked and obtained leave to i 
retire from the committee on Enrolled Bills, and Mr. ; f 
Baker was substituted by the Speaker. a) 

Mr. Billingsly asked and obtained leave to introduce = * p: 
the petition of Thos. G. McGee, praying remuneration for 
property, &c., which, l 

On his motion was referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. ; 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced the following reso- $ 
lution: k 

‘« Resolved, That the President of this Republic be re- f 
spectfully requested io reduce the representation of . 
Texas, at the city of Washington, to that of a Charge 
d’Affaires;”? read a first time and ordered to lie on the 4 
table. i 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduce a joint resolu- 
tion, requiring the Auditor of Pablic Accounts to audit 
alldischarges of soldiers, without the oath from the inter- 
ested party; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of B., asked leave to introduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled “an act to dispose of Galveston : 
and other Islands ofthe Republic;” reada first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Gant the rule was suspended, and j 
the bill read a second time. 3 o] 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the words ‘‘ and the notes i 
of current and specie paying Banks” were stricken out 
of the first section. | 

On motion of Mr. Gant the rule was further suspend- 
ed, and the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The title is “an act to amend an act, entitled an act 
to dispose of Galveston, and other Islands of this Repub- 
lic, approved, 12th June, 1836.” 1 

The bill amendatory to the several ordinances grant- 
ne Poy Lands, was taken up on its second reading, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, was referred to the Com- 
mittee ou Military Affairs. | 

The joint resolution from the Senate for appointing ; 
committees, é&e., was taken up and read a first time, i 
and ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. Rusk offered the following resolution : 

“« Resolved, That the Secretary of State be required to 
lay before this House his proceedings under a joint res- 
olntion authorizing him to contract for the printing of two 
thousand copies of the Laws, together with copies of the 

eccntract and the state of the printing: adopted. 

An act for the appointment of Notaries Public, &c., 
was taken up and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the words ‘‘and-shall keep a 
register of all their official acts” were added to the same. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the words “by and with 
the advice and consent of thc Senate” were stricken 
out ofthe first section. 

The bill for the recall of Agents for the sale of Land 
Scrip, in the United States, was then taken up and read 
the second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the first section was stricken 
out. 

Mr. Rusk offered the following additional section to 
the bill, which was adopted: 

‘“‘ That the said agent be required, forthwith, to return 

; to the Secretary of the Treasury all the Land Scrip in his 
possession, and should he fail or refuse to do so {or four 
months, from the first of January next, he shall be con- 
sidered guilty of a high misdemeanor, and on conviction 
before any court, shall be fned ina sum not less than 
five, nor more than twenty thousand dollars, which fine 
shall go to the use of the Republic, and shall be liable, and 
subject, with his securities, tobe sued on his his bonds ; ” 
also, i 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “Land Scrip at 
any price ” were stricken out, and “forthwith recalling 
our Agent to the United States for the sale of Land 
Scrip;” and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. l 

A bill reported by the select Committee to obtain a 
suitable house for the president was taken up and read 
the second time. 

» _ On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended and 
° the bill read the thitd time. 
$ On motion of Mz. Rusk the rule was suspended so 
that the bill might be amended. 
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On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill was amended by an 
additional section, repealing so much of the act author- 
izing the President, &e., to expend the sum of $15,000, 
for public buildings, at the temporary seat of govern- 
ment. | 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “ Beit Resolved’ 
were stricken-out, and the words ‘“ Be it enacted” in- 
serted wherever they occur. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the final pas- 
sage of the bill; the vote stood thus, 

Ayrs—-Messrs. Speaker, Brenan, English, Gant, 
Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jones of Austin, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinney, Pation, Ponton, Power, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Tarrant, Thornton, & Walker--19. 

Nors—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, Clark, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Hill, Lyon and Pierpont—9; passed. 

And the title ‘is an act appropriating six thousand 
dollars, for the purpose of purchasing a house and lot for 
the use of his excellency, the President; and to repeal 
part of the act locating, temporarily, the seat of Gov- 
ernment. ”’ i 

The resolution fixing the time for meeting and adjourn- 
ment was taken up and read the-second time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was amended to 
read “adjourn at 2 o’clock, p. mM.” 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the hour for 
- opening the house was fixed at half past 9 o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. Rusk moved to lay the resolution on the table, till 
the 10th of June next ; lost. 

On motionof Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, so much of the 
resolution as fixes the hour of adjournment was stricken 

out. 

Mr. Rusk moved to adjourn the house at 6 o’clock, in 
the evening ; adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to lay the resolution 
on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Branch moved indefinite postponement ; lost. 

' Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to refer it to a select 
committee ; lost. 

Mr. Branch moved to adjourn till 10 o’clock, to-mor- 
row ; lost. 

The vote was then taken on the adoption of the rule 
to meet at half past 9 o’clock, a, m.: and adjourn at 6 
o'clock, P. m; adopted. 
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Mr. Rowlett, asked leave to introduce a bill to create 
a new county, &c.; read a first time. 

Mr. Douglass asked leave to introduce a bill relating 
to finance, &c.; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria moved to reject the bill; lost. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked, and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill for the issuing of Treasury Drafts, &c., 
&c.; read a first time. : 

Also a bill, supplementary to ‘‘an act funding the 
public debt, &c., read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to introduce a 
resolution to repeal the standing rule of the House, 
adopted this morning, so far as relates to continuing in 
session till 6 o’clock, Pr. m.; 1ead a first time. ; 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved that a Select Commit- 
tee of three be appointed to examine the unfinished bu- 
siness of the last session, and report so much of it as 
they may deem important; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the resolution, adopted 
this morning, as arule for meeting and adjournment of 
this House, was re-considered, and on his motion laid 
on the table. 

Ayes and Noes on the question to re-consider; vote 
stood thus, 

Avyes—Messrs. Branch, Billingsly, Hardiman, Hi], 
Jones of Brazoria, Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
M’ Kinney, Patton, Ponton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Tarrant, Thornton, and Walker—17. 

Nors—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Claik, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Linn, Pierpont, Rusk and 
Thompson—1i1: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Menifec, the House adjourned till 3 
o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Walker asked leave to introduce a bill to create 
the county of Robertson; read a first time. 

Mr. English asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
billestablishing a rate of interest: read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a joint resolution, 
to appoint an overseer to the Capitol; read a first time, 
and, 
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On motion, referred to a Select Committee of three: 
Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Thornton and Brenan were 
appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Douglass asked leave to introduce a bill for the 
organization of the militia; read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr, Patton referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Gant asked leave to introduce a bill, to repeal 
the bill, incorporating the Texas Rail-Road, Navigation 
and Banking Company; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to introduce a bill 
supplementary to an act to suppress gambling; reada 
first time. 

Mr, Jones, of Brazorie, asked leave to introduce a bill 
relating to the public archives, ; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to introduce a bill 
authorizing the Treasurer of the Republic to issue 
change notes of certain denominations; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, introduced a bill for the com- 
pensating of certain persons therein named ; read a first 
time and referred to the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Rusk moved to take up the rule passed and laid 
on the table, this morning, relating to adjournments, &c.; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the question was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr. Gazley asked leave to introduce a bill to incorpo- 
rate the Brazoria, Houston and Colorado Rail-road Com- 
pany: read a first time. 

A communication from the Auditer, was received and 
read, on allowing the claims of J. W. Littlefield, for 
horses, pressed for the use of the army; also the claims 
of C. C. Dewitt, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley referred to the Committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, Mr. Douglass was added to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjourned till 
9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Fripay, Nov. 10, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr.- Jones, of Brazoria, of the Select Committee of 
three, appointed yesterday, reported a bill entitled an 
act for the appointing of a superintendant of public build- 
ings. 

Mr. Linn introduced a resolution to appoint a Special 
Committee to draft a law giving jurisdiction to the 
county courts over the the towns that have four league 
grants, &c.; lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Branch, Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Gant were added to the Judiciary Committee. 

The Land Bill was taken up; read a third time, and 
passed. | 

The title is “an act to reduce intoone act, and amend 
the several acts relating to the establishment of a Gen- 
eral Land-office.” 

The Ayes and Noes on the passage of the bill are, 

Avyvres—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Billingsly, Brenan, Clark, English, Gazley, Grigsby, 
Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; Linn, Lumpkin, Lewis, Mem- 
fee, M‘Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Row- 
lett, Sutherland, Tarrant, Thompson, Thornton and 
Walker—27. 

Nors—Messrs. Gant, Hardiman, Jones, of Austin; 
and Power—4: 

The following members requested that theirreasons for 
voting against the bill should appear on the journal: 
‘©The Land Bill now before this House I conceive to be 
unequal, and unconstitutional, inasmuch as it does not 
provide for sectionizing the country, so any citizen can 
find the vacant land without he be a surveyor, which 
will be giving the surveyor the advantage over all 
settlers,—as there is no plan devised, whereby they 
can find the vacant land, which will compel them to 
employ a surveyor, athis own price, to show them the 
vacant land. 

“« There is nothing in this law which will prevent one, 
claim from being entered on another, which will encour-' 
age rather than prevent litigation, which may be the 
cause of breaking up many of our good citizens, by 
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entering one claim on another, and getting in law, 
which might ,be prevented by sectionizing the country 
in a proper manner, and making such laws to govern 
aurveyors, as the situation of this country requires. I 
therefore am compelled to vote against this bill. 


(Signed,) THOS. J. HARDIMAN.” 


“I vote against the passage of this law; First, be- 
cause it repeals all laws on the subject of the public 
lands. Second, because it does not enable any citizen 
to ascertain the lands that are vacant, or those that are 
covered with valid or-spurious titles.” 


(Signed,) W. W. GRANT.” 


Mr. Jones’, of Austin, reasons for voting against it, are, 
«I vote against the bill because the 24th section grants 
relief to a part of one class of Colonists, to the exclu- 
sion of the other part.” 


The bill appointing Notaries Public was taken up and 
read a third time, and passed. 

The title is ‘‘an att to provide for the appointment 
of Notaries Public.” 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the jomt resolu- 
tion authorizing the issue of change notes, &c., was ta- 
ken up and read asecond time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the word “five” was strick- 
en out, and ‘“‘ten”’ inserted. ; 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, “for their re- 


demption ” was added to the bill, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


The joint resolution authorizing the Auditor of Public 
Accounts to dispense with the oath, &c., &c., was taken 


fm up and read a second time. 


Mr. Branch moved to insert “ and certificates of off- 
cers of the army, and of the different.committees of 
Safety and Vigilance, and all other military claims, 
which, by law, ought to be audited ;”’ Jost. 


Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs; lost. i 


On motion of Mr. Gant the following substitute for 
the original was adopted : 
“That it shall not be lawful for the Auditor to require 
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any oath of the holder of a discharge, made out in con- 
formity with the law, as necessary for auditing the 
same.” 

Mr. Rusk moved the following substitute for the above: 

‘Whereas as a practice has been adopted by the 
Auditor of Public Accounts, requiring those who present 
claims to make affidavit before auditing the same. 

“ Be it therefore Resolved by the Senate, &c., &c., That 
such affidavits shall not in future be required or deemed 
necessary to be made by the claimants ;” which was 
adopted. l 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the rule was sus- 
pended, and the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The title is “a joint resolution requiring the Auditor 
of Public Accounts to dispense with the practice of re- 
quiring an affidavit to be made by claimants. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill relating to finance was 
taken up and referred to a select committee of three. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on referring, 
the vote stood thus: 

Avres—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burlison, 
Gazley, Gngsby, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Brazoria; 
Jones, of Austin; Linn, Lumpkin, Lewis, Menifee, M‘- 
Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Row- 
lett, Tarrant and Thernton—23. 

Nors—Messrs. Clark, Douglass, English, Gant, Suth- 
erland. Thompson and Walker—7. 

On motion the House balloted for said Committee. 

On the first ballot the ballot being incorrect there was 
no election. 

On the second ballot, Messrs. Rusk and Branch were 
elected. 

Third ballot—no election. 

On the fourth ballot Mr. Speaker, Rowe, was elected. 

Messrs. Rusk, Branch and Rowe, special commitiee 
of three. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the other bill on finance, (on 
the table,) was referred to the same committee. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee the committee were re- 
quired to report the House on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Ponton, Mr. Menifee was added 
to the Committe on Claims and Accounts. i 

Mr. Gant and Mr. Linn were appointed aCom- 
mittee on Engrossed Bills. 
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On motion of Mr. ————, the House adjourned till 
10 o'clock, to-morrow. A. M. 


SATURDAY, 10 o’ctocn, Nov. 11, 1887. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Billingsly asked leave to present the petition of 
of sundry citizens, of Colorado and Mina counties pray- 
ing for a new county; and on his motion it was referred 
to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Douglass, chairman of the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts, reported unfavorable to the claims of 
Thos. G. McGee; and against allowing $2, per day, to 
the door-keeper, for extra services; against the claim 
of Thos. H. Mulryne; and in favor of the claim of 
Captain John Zambrano; and also a joint resolution 
for the benefit of H. C. Hudson; also, the bill to com- 
pensate certain persons therein named. 

The report was concurred in, except so much as re- 
late to the claim of Thos. G. McGee, which, 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, was referred to a spe- 
cial committee of three. 

Messrs. Billingsly, Menifee, and Hill were appointed 
said committee. i 

Mr. Patton from the select committee to revise the 
Tariff, reported a bill for raising a public revenue by 
impost duties, read a first time. 

Mr. Hardiman introduce the following resolution ; 

“That no member shall be allowed to speak on any 
subject before the House more than twice, and that he 
shall not speak longer than fifteen minutes, the first 
time, and not more than five minutes the second time, 
and it shall be the duty of the Speaker to call any mem- 
ber to order when he gets off the subject before the 
House; laid on the table. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee on County 
Boundaries, reported a bill for the creation of a new 
county to be called Fort Bend : read a first time. 
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‘Mr. Branch asked leave to introduce a bill to define 
the boundaries of the county of Liberty; read a first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, a select committee of three 
was appointed to enquire into the power of the Ex- 
ecutive, relative to the appointment of Chief Justices 
of the county courts, and said committee are Messrs. 
Patton, Branch, and Grigsby. 

On motion of Mr. Patton a select committee of three 
was appoined to enquire into and report on the constitu- 
al question whether a seat in Congress is incompatible 
with the office of Chief Justice of the county court; 
said committee are Messrs. Patton, Gazley and Lewis, 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked and obtained leave to 
introduce the petition of Jobn M. Barry. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked and obtained leave to 
introduced the petition of W. T. Brenham, and 
pursers of the Navy. l 

On motion of Mr. Patton, referred to the committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Branch asked leave to present the account of A. 
B. J. Winfrey, and, 

On his motion it was referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Douglass was 
added to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The act for recalling agents from the United States 
was taken up: read a third time and passed; and the 
title is, “An Act to prohibit the further sale of Land 
Scrip.” 

The joint resolution to authorize the issue of change 
notes was read a third time, and passed; and the title is, 

“ Joint resolution authorizing the Treasurer of the Re- 
public to issue change notes.” 

A bill appointing a superintendent of Public ‘ Build- 
ings was taken up,: read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the words ‘over the 
offices and property” were stricken out, and the words 
‘Cover the furniture thereto belonging” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the words ‘by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate” were stricken out. 
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On motion of Mr. Thompson, the 2d section was 
stricken out. 

Mr. Brenan moved to appoint the officer by joint vote 
of both Houses of Congress: lost. 

Mr. Patton moved to strike out $600: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the bill was laid on the 
table. 3 

Mr. Gazley asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company: 
read the first time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, was referred toa Special 
Committee of Three: Messrs. Branch, Gazley and Bur- 
leson were appointed said committee. 

“An Act creating the county of Robertson” was 
taken up, and read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, referred to the Commit- 
tee on County Boundaries. 

A bill creating the county of Fannin was taken up, 
and read second time. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the word “thereof” was 
inserted; after the words “the crossing,” the word ter- 
ritory substituted for “inhabitants;” the blank filled by 
“ Jacob Black.” 

Mr. Rowlett moved to strike out “ Fannin :” lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the “6th Monday” was strick- 
en out, and “7th Monday” inserted. 

The following additional section offered by Mr. Branch, 
was adopted : 

“That said county of Fannin, and the county of Red 
River, shall constitute and compose one Senatorial Dis- 
trict?’ 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill establishing a rate of interest was taken up, 
and read a second. time. 

Mr. Hardiman moved to strike out “ten :” lost. 

Mr. Branch offered an additional section, which was 
adopted. 

“That open accounts shall, in no case, bear interest.” 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the words ‘or monied” were 
inserted after the word “ commercial.” 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the words “in writing” 
were added. : 
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Mr. Billinesly moved to strike out “ten per cent.,” 
and insert “eight per cent.” ` ; 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Avres—Messrs. Bulingsly, Burleson, Brenan, Doug- 
lass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones, of Brazoria; Linn, Menifee, M‘Kinney, Patton, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland, Tarrant and 
Walker—21. 

Nors—wMessrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Jones, 
of Austin; Lumpkin, Power, Rusk, Thompson and 
Thornton—10: adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out the second 
section: lost. 

Mr. Gant moved to insert “6 per cent.” instead of 
eight: lost. 

Ayes—Messrs. Burleson, Billingslv, Brenan, Doug- 
lass, English, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Austin; 
Linn, M‘Kinney, Patton and Rowlet—1i8. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Gaz- 
ley, Grigsby, Jones, of Brazoria; Lumpkin, Menifee, 
Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Sutherland, Thompson, 
Tarrant, Thornton and Walker—18. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill relating to the Public Archives was taken up, 
and read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the repeal of the Charter of the Texas 
Rail-road, Navigation, and Banking Company was taken 
up: read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Gant, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for the suppression of Gambling was taken 
up, and read a second time ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the 3d section was stricken 
out, and the bill referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House they had passed a joint resolution, authori- 
zing the Auditor to audit the accounts of Nelson Jones. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock, Monday, A. M. 

\ 
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a ™, Monpay, 10 o'cLocg, Nov. 13, 1837. 
| The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of Saturday being read, 

Mr. Patton, Chairman of the Select Committee to en- 
quire into the eligibility of Chief Justices of the County 
Courts to a seat in Congress, reported, that in their 
opinion, they do not vacate their office as Chief Justices, 
unless their resignations are tendered in writing; and 
would refer the House to the Constitution. 

Section 1st and section 23d, in the 1st article; and 
also the 32nd section of a law, “ An Act organizing the 
Courts,” approved December 20th, 1836: ordered to 
lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, Mr. Rusk, Chair- 
man of the Special Committee to whom the finance bills 
were referred, reported progress, and asked till to-mor- 
row to report: granted. ` 

Mr. Branch from the Judiciary Committee, reported 
“An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled, ‘an Act or- 
ganizing District Courts: read the first time.” ? 

Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts, reported in favor of allowing C. Hallibot 
$8 per beef, and against allowing his claims for the 
horses; and beg leave to refer the claim of J. R. Calder 
to the Judiciary Committee, jand the claim of Captain 
Alexander Herring tothe Naval Committee. The report 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Branch, from the Select Committee on the bill to 
incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company, reported 
the same with amendments. 

Mr. Sutherland asked leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of persons who lost property during the 
war: read the first time. $ 

Mr. English asked leave to introduce a bill establish- 
ing the boundareis of Shelby County: read first time. 

An act relating to the archives was taken up, and read 
third time and passed; and the title is, 

“An Act concerning the Public Archives.” 

The bill creating the county of Fannin was taken up; 
and, on motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to a committee 
ge sie of the delegation from Red River. 

The act to establish the rate of interest was tgken up, 
and read the third time and passed ; and the title is, 

11 


i 
} 
fe 


a 


122 


“ An Act regulating the rate of Interest” 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House, that they had concurred in the act for the 
appointment of Notaries Public, which originated in this 
House. 

A joint resolution from the Senate, to authorize the 
Auditor to audit the account of Nelson Jones was taken 
up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the Clerk of the House was 
sent, to request of the Senate. the vouchers belonging to 
the above resolution., 

Message from the Senate, informing’ the House, that 
they had no vouchers in the case, and that the resolution 
was predicated upon his petition, was réceived. 

An act to repeal the Czarter of the Texas Rail-road, 
Navigation and Banking Company was taken up, and 
read the third time; and, . 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones, of 
Brazoria; Jones, of Austin; Linn, Menifee, M‘Kinney, 
Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Thompson and Walker—22. 

Nors—Messrs. Billingsly, Douglass, English, Gant, 
Hill, Lumpkin, Sutherland and Thornton—8. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House, that they had passed an act authorizing the 
President to issue his Proclamation, calling for papers, 
&e. &c. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House ad- 
tull 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. . 


TUESDAY, 10 0,CLOCK, a. M. Nov. 14, 1837 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Burleson, Chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported in favor of the appointment of three, or 
more, Commissioners to conclude treaties with the va- 
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rious tribes of Indians on our Frontier, and a bill for the 
establishment of trading heuses, &c., which was read the 
first time, and the report concurred in. 

Mr. Baker, from the Commiltee on County Bounda- 
ries, reported a bill creating a new county, to be called 
“Fayette:” read the first time. 

Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts, reported in favor of allowing the claim of 
C. C. Dewitt; and recommended the reference of J. M. 
Barry’s claim to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
They recommended the passage of a general act to regu- 
late such claims as those of J. W. E. Wallace, whereby 
the Auditor may be enabled to settle such accounts with- 
out a reference to this House: report concurred in. 

Mr. Billingsly, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the account of Thos. G. M‘Gee, reported a resolu- 
tion allowing said M‘Gee $800 for a horse, &c.: read 
the first time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the report was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the report was re- 
ferred to a Seléct Committee of Three, who were in the 
army and had some knowledge of the case: Messrs. 
Rusk, Burleson and Billingsly were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Gazley, from the Committee to whom Jno. Buck- 
hanan’s account was referred, reported, that two of the 
committee were in favor of allowing his claim, and one 
against it. 

On motion, Mr. Patton’s report was concurred in, and 
the matter re-committed to the same committee to repor: 
a bill to carry into effect the report. 

Mr. Rusk asked leave to present the petition of Henry 
Millard, praying for compensation as Indian Commis- 
sioner, &c., which was, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, referred to the Committee or. 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Rowe, from the minority of the Special Committee 
to whom were referred the finance bills, reported, that 
they were unable to agree on one bill, and that each 
would report his own bill on the subject: Bill read the 
first time. 

‘Mr. Rusk, from the majority of said committee, re- 
ported a bill, which was read the first time; and, 
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On motion, the bills were made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr, Jones, of Brazoria, the papers were 
referred back to the committee. 

Mr. Branch, from the Judiciary Committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the trial of crimes committed by slaves 
and free persons of color: read first time. 

Mr. Ponton asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to establish the boundaries of the county of Gon- 
zales: read first time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Linn, referred to the Committee on 
County Boundaries. 

Mr. English asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill, to authorize Clerks of the County Courts to appoint 
their deputies: read the first time; and, 

On Mr. Gazley’s motion, referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred 
the Militia Bill, reported the same with amendments: 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Rowlett asked leave to introduce a bill for defining 
the boundaries of Red River County: read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the Judiciary Committe were 
instructed, to enquire into the expediency of purehasing 
the laws, &c., passed by the legislature of Coahuila and 
Texas; a copy of which, was in the possession of an in- 
dividual in this place. 

An Act to authorize the President to issue his procla- 
mation calling for papers, &c., from the Senate, was 
taken up, and read the first time. 

A bill to create the County of Fannin was taken up, 
and read the third time and passed: thettitle is, 

“An Act creating the County of Fannin.” 

An act to appoint a superintendent to the public build- 
ing was taken up, and read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, postponed till the 
contract with the proprietor of the building be confirmed, 

The resolution to repeal the rule to adjourn at 6 o’clock, 
in the evening, was taken up; and, 

On motion Mr. Billingsly, indefinitely postponed. 

The resolution, requesting the President to reduce our 
diplomatic representation at Washington City, was ta- 
ken up, and read a second time. 
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On motion of alr. Branch, it was made a joint reso- 
lution, ahi the words “be, and he is hereby required,” 
inserti in place of requested.” 

On moton or Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the salary of the 
Charg «i A-fures was fixed at $4,000 per annum. 

Mr. a wz ty g? to refer the same to a Special Com- 
mitte: joni. 

A tiess 22 vas received from the Senate, informing 
the House, waite th -y bad passed a law making an ap- 
propiau in she purpose of purchasing a house for 
His sincedency, the President, as a substitute for the 
one pisw.l oy tie House, and requesting the House to 
conce Wit ten 

On motion of Mr. Rask, the bill was taken up, and the 
substitute concurred in. 

A resolution to compensate certain persons therein 
named, was taken up, and read a second time and laid 
on the table, on Mr. Branch’s motion. 

The bill to incorporate the Houston, Brazos and Co- 
lorado Rul-road Company was taken up, and read a 
secoud time. 

Mr. Linn moved the following amendment: 

“Provided, That no toll shall be collected on said 
bridge, or bridges, unless said Rail-road has been com- 
pleted to the point where such bridge is necessary, to 
crossing the Rail-road over said stream, or streams, for 
its final com pletion :” lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 3 
o’clock, this afternoon. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll being called, 

A joint resolution fou the Senate was taken up, au- 
thorizing the Auditor to audit the account of Nelson 
Jdnes, and read a second time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Baker, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

‘On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Billingsly asked and obtained leave to introduce 
a bill, for the relief of Messrs Walker and Barton: read 
the first time. 
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The bill to incorporate the Houston, Brazos and Co- 
lorado Rail-road Company, was taken up, and ordered 
to be engaossed for a third reading. . 

The bill creating the county of Fort Bend was taken 
up; and, 

Cn motion of Mr. Gazley, postponed, and made the 
order of the day for Thursday next. 

The bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Com- 
pany was taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the following pro- 
viso was added to the last section : 

“ Provided, further, that the Government may, at any 
time. pay the balance due the Stockholders, and take 
the Charter.” 

On motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. Pierpont asked, and obtained leave, to introduce 
a bill, to authorize the Judges of the District Court to 
hold Special Terms of the Circuit Court, in certain cases: 
read the first time. 

The resolution on adopting a new rule for the govern- 
ment of the House, was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, 10 o’crocg, Nov. 16, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported: that they were of opinion, that the 
claim of Captain Henry, of the Schooner, San Jacinto, 
was just, and that the amount should be paid; and that, 
in their opinion, Brigadier General F. Huston had no 
authority to press said vessel; and that he ought to be 
responsible to the Government, for the amount allowed 
to the owners of said vessel. They reported a bill, 
making an appropriation of $3648 50, to the owners of 
said schooner, which was read the first time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom the finance 
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_ pillswere re-committed, reported progress, and obtained 
leave until the day after to-morrow, to cuimpiete their re- 
port. He submitted a bill from the majority of the 
committee, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a resolution, that the Door- 
keeper of the House be allowed two dollars per day, for 
carrying and sweeping: adopted. 

Mr. Branch, Chairman of the Committee on Judiciary, 
reported a joint resolution, for an appropriation to pur- 
chase the laws passed by the Legislature of Coahuila 
and Texas, now in the possession of Mr. Caravahal: 
read the first time. 

Mr. Thompson submitted a joint resolution, allowing 
the Commiseloners who were appointed to select a site 
for the Seat of Government. until the 25th of November 
to report: read the first time. 

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a bill as a substitute for the one referred 
to them, granting bounty lands: read a first time. 

Mr. Thompson moved to suspend the rule, and place 
the joint resolution, allowing further time to the Com- 
missioners, on its second reading: lost. . 

Mr. Branch offered the following resolution : 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed, 
to furnish this House a copy of the instructions given, by 
him, to the Collectors of the different ports, forbidding 
them to receive, in payment of duties, the promissory 
notes of the Government, and his"reasons for giving such 
instructions: adopted. 

The bill, incorporating the Colorado Navigation Com- 
pany, was taken up on its third reading; and, 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, referred to a Select Com- 
mittee of Three: Messrs. Billingsly, Gazley and Meni- 
fee, were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill granting bounty 
lands was taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the rule was suspended, and. 
the bill read a third time and passed. The title is, 

‘An Act amendatory of the several ordinances, grant- 
ing bounty lands.” 

A communication from the Auditor, was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to a Special Com- 
mittee of Three, who were also required to examine 
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the Auditor’s otee, and report theron: the committee 
are, Messrs. Gazley, Baker and Jones, of Austin. 

The joint resolution to reduce the represeutation of 
this Government at Washington City, was taken up, 
and read a third time and passed. The title is, 

“A Joint Resolution requiring the President to reduce- 
the representation of this Government at the City of 
Washington.” 

A joint resolution, from the Senate, authorizing the 
President to call for papers, &c., was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, laid on the table. 

The bill to incorporate the Houston, Colorado and 
Brazos Rail-road Company was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Arres—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Billingsly, 
Gazley, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones, of Austin; Linn, 
Menifee and Thornton—12. 

Noes— Messrs. Breuan, Clark, Douglass, English, 
Grigsby, Mdsinney, Pierpont, Power, Rowlett, Suther- 
land and T hompsen—11. 

The bill to define the boundaries of the county of 
Liberty was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Gant, referred to the Committee on 
County Boundaries, 

The joint resolution for the relief of certain persons, 
was read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, was ré-committed to 
the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, Mr. Thompson was added 
to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The act to amend the several tariff laws, was taken 
up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Billmgsly, laid on the table. 

Tho act to define the boundaries of the county of 
Shelby, was taken up, and read asecond time, 

Mr. Rowlett moved to amend, by striking out from the 
words “Soda Lake,” and insert “thence, East, to-the 
boundary line between the Repnblic and the United 
States of the North; thence, along said line, South, to 
the Sabine River:” adopted, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 
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The bill relating to district Courts and Judges was 
taken up, and read a second time; and, 

On mofion of Mr. Gazley, referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. Gazley asked, and obtained leave, to introduce 
a joint resolution, making an appropriation for the hos- 
pital: read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the House adjourned till 
3 o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
There not being a quorum present, adjourned till 10 
o'clock ro-morrow morning. 


+ 


Tuurspay, 10 o'cLOCK, A. M., Nov. 16, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Gazley moved that the Committee on Public 
Lands be required to renurn to this House, all papers 
committed ta them: adopted. 

Mr. Pierpont asked, and obtained leave, to introduce 
a bill, te exempt certain property from sale and execu- 
tion; read the first time. | 

Mr. Rusk asked, and obtained leave, to introduce a 
joint resolution for the relief of Samuel Moore: read the 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill to authorize the Judges of the District 
Courts, to hold Special Terms, in certain cases, taken 
up, aud read a second time. - 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the 2d section was 
amended by adding, “upon information being given.” 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the following proviso was 
added to the last section: 

Provided, That this law shall not extend to any 
County wherein there may be a jail built, by the county, 
for the safe keeping of criminals.” 

On Mr. Gazley’s motion, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 
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The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Burleson, Billingsly, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones, of Austin; 
Lumpkin, M‘Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton—19. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, English, Gant, Hill, 
Jack, Linn, Menifee, and Sutherland—9. 

The title is, ‘“ An Act to authorize the Judges of the 
District Courts to hold Special Terms, in certain cases 
therein named.” i 
F Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Tarrant, for five 

ays. 

The bill defining the boundaries of the county of 
Shelby was taken up: read a third time, and passed. 
The title is, 

“An Act to define the boundaries of the county of 
Shelby.” 

The act to authorize the President to call for papers, 
&c. &c., was taken up; and, on Mr. Gant’s motion, laid 
on the table. i 

The bill creating the County of Fort Bend was taken 
up, and read a second time. ° 

On notion of Mr. Jack, all after the word “and,” to 
the end of the section, was stricken out of the second 
section, and “that the District Courts shall be holden 
on the last Mondays in February and August, of each 
year,” inserted. 3 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the following sec- 
tion was added to the bill: 

“That the counties of Austin and Fort Bend, shall 
form one Senatorial District.” 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the words, ‘‘ an act organizing 
Inferior Courts” were stricken out, and the words, “an 
act creating the County of Houston” inserted; which 
was, 

On motion of Mr. Baker, referred to a Special Com- 
mittee of Two, consisting of Messrs. Jones, of Austin, 
and Jack. 

Mr. Jack asked, and obtained leave, to introduce a 
bill, for the relief of the officers and crew of the schooner, 
Independence, &c.: read the first time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Rusk, the word “citizens” was 
stricken out, and the words “officers, sailors, and sol- 
diers,” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. The title is, 

“A Joint Resolution for-the relief of certain persons, 
therein named.” 

Mr. Billingsly asked, and obtained leave, to introduce 
a bill, compensating soldiers of San Jacinto: read the 
first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on County Boundaries: lost. 

The joint resolution to compensate certain persons, &c., 
was taken up, and read.a second time; and was, 

On motion of Mr. Baker, indefinitely postponed. 

The joint resolution, from the Senate, authorizing cer- 
tain printing, &c., was taken up, and read a second 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, “1836” was inserted, prece- 
ding 1837. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjourned till 
3 o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill to organize the Militia was taken up, and 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words “ Brigadier Gene- 
ral” were transposed, so as to precede “ Adjutant Gene- 
ral.” . 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the word “ Commissary” was 
added to the second section; and the words “ Aid-de- 
Camp to the Assistant Adjutant General,” stricken out. 

The word, “assistant,” was stricken out of the 6th sec- 
tion, and “fit and proper persons” inserted; and the 
words, “one 3d Lieutenant,” inserted in the 7th sec- 
hon. i 

The words, ‘Assistant Adjutant General,” were 
stricken out of the 8th section, and the word, ‘‘ certifi- 
cates,” substituted for “receipts.” 

The remainder of the section, from the word, “election.” 
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was stricken out; and the words, ‘‘ one certificate to be 
sent to the County Clerk, one to the Secretary of War, 
and one to the Adjutant General.” 

The words, “ Adjutant General,” were stricken out of 
the 9th section, and, ‘‘two Captains, to be appointed by 
the Adjutant General,” inserted; and the balance of the 
section, from the word “ vote,” was stricken out. 

In section 10, the word “ Paymaster,” stricken out, 
and the words, ‘“ Commissary Sergeant-Major, Quarter- - 
Master Sergeant, and Commissary Sergeant,” inserted. 

Mr. Patton moved to strike out ‘* musicians,” from the 
11th section: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, “30” was inserted, instead of 
“50,” and “70,” instead of “75,” as the number of men 
to form one company, in the same section. 

The words, “be liable to trial, and punished as a 
deserter,” were added to the end of section 12; ‘and 
accepts,” was inserted after the word “elected,’’ in the 
same section. 

On Mr. Billingsly’s motion, “knapsacks and haver- 
sacks,” were stricken out of the 14th section. 

Mr. Thompson moved to strike out “members of Con- 
gress and their officers,” from the 15th section. 

The Ayes and Noes on the question being called for, 
the vote stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Hill, Jones of Austin; 
Linn, Menifee, M‘Kinney, Patton, Sutherland, Thomp- 
son—10. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billingsly, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, 
Jack, Lumpkin, Lewis, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, 
Rowlett and Thornton—19: lost. ` 

“« All persons engaged carrying the mail,” were 
stricken out, and all ‘‘ mail carriers” inserted. 

On motion of Mr: Jones, of Austin, the words ‘$10, 
or more than $100,” were inserted, in place of $100, or 
more than $200.” 

The words, $10, or more than $100,” were also in- 
serted, in place of “ $100, or more than $200.” ‘50 
for more than $100,” were stricken out, and ‘8, or 
more than $10,” inserted in the 16th section. 

The remainder of the section, after the word “County,” 
was stricken out. ‘Justice of the Peace” was stricken 
out, and “Judge” inserted. 
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On motion of Mr. Jack, the words, “one day in each 
month, were struck out, and “once every two months” 
inserted. 

“ Which fines, shall be paid into the County Treasury * 
were inserted at the last of the section. 

“The words, “and be liable to be tried’and punished 
as a deserter,” were inserted. o 

On motion of Mr. Billmegsly, the words, “be forever 
disfranchised, and deprived of all the privileges of a 
citizeu,’? were stricken out. 

The words, ‘or furnish an able-bodied substitute,” 
were inserted in the same section. 

On motion, Mr. Billingsly’s motion was reconsidered ; 
and the Ayes and Noes being called for, on the adoption 
of the same, stood thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Baker, Buillingsly, Clark, English, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jack, Lina, Lewis, Menifee, 
M‘Kinney, Pierpont and Ponton—i4. 

Noes—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, 
Hill, Jones, of Austin; Lumpkin, Patton, Power, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton—i3: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the words ‘or volunteering” 

were added to the 21st section: the words ‘and the 
names of those detailed shall be furnished to the Bri- 
gade Major, for consolidation, and sent by him to the 
Adjatant General”? were inserted in the 22nd section ; 
and the remainder of the section was stricken out after 
the word- “ remain.” =- 
On Mr. Bakers motion, the -word ‘* civil” was 
stricken out of the 24th section; and also the words 
“shall be equal in rank, to the person to be tried,” were 
stricken out, and * not more than half shall be inferior 
to him in rank,” were also struck out. 

The remainder of the 27th section was stricken out 
from the word ‘ * authority.” 

Section 28 was stricken out. 

The word, “ Aid-de Camp,” was stricken out of sec- 
tión 30. 

Mr. Rusk moved to insert, in 29th section, ‘a copy 
of,” in the first line; and to strike out from the word 
“he,” in the 3d line, to “it,” in the 4th line, and insert 
“shall be transmitted: adopted. 

The amount, $3,000, was, on Mr. Billingsly’s motion, 
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stricken out, and “$2,000” inserted, in section 30. 

Mr. Rusk moved to reconsider: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words, “to the Major-Ge- 
neral and Secretary of War,” were inserted after the 
word, “ responsible,” in the 33d section; and the ba- 
lance of the section stricken out, after the word “only.” 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the house adjourned till 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, 9 o’ciocn, a. M. Nov. 17, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 


Mr. Patton presented the petition of Prospect M‘Coy, 
which, 


On motion of Mr. Bulingsly, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Gazley presented the petition of John Brenan, 
which was, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Rusk, from the Committee to whom was referred 
the claim of T. B. M'Gee, reported a joint resolution for 
his relief, which was read the first time. 

Mr. Gazley, from the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred the claim of J. Buchanon, reported a bill for his 
relief, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Branch asked, and obtained leave, to introduce 
a joint resolution, to require the Secretary of War to dis- | 
charge certain officers of the Army, &c.: read the 1st time. 

Mr. Gant moved, that the Judiciary Committee be 
requested to report to the House, the bill for repealing 
the Charter of the Texas Rail-road, Navigation and 
Banking Company, on Monday next: adopted. 

Mr. Douglass offered the following resolution : 

“That no further business be taken up until all the 
business be finished, that is before the house at present: 
read the fir-t time. 


A communication from the Auditor was received and 
read ; and, 
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" On motion of Mr. Billingsly, referred to the Commu- 
tee on Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, Messrs. Douglass, South- 
erland and Rowlett were added to the committee to ex- 
amine the Audlitor’s office. 

The Joint Resolution from the Senate authorizing the 
printing of certain Laws, &c., was read a third time 
and passed, and, 

Messrs. Gazely and Branch were appointed the Com- 
mittee on the part of the House therein named. 

The bill organizing the Militia was taken up on its 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, so much of the first sec- 
tion as makes the two Brigadier Generals elective by 
Joint vote of Congress, was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the words ‘shall be 
elected by those subject to militia duty in the Brigade” 
were inserted after the words ‘two Brigadier Gener- 
als.” 

Mr. Billingsly moved to elect the Major General in 
the same manner, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Billings- 
ly, Brenan, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardeman, Hill, 
M’Kinney, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Suther- 
land, and Thompson—17. i 

Noss—-Messrs. Baker, Clark, Douglass, Gazley, 
Jonesof Austin, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton, 
and Ponton—il; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the Commit’ 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Gazley introduced a bill 
relating to the Charter of the Texas Rail-road Naviga- 
tion, and Banking Company ; read a first time, and, 

On motion Mr Rusk referred-to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the bill creating 
the country of Fayette was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly referred to a Select Com- 
mittee of three Messrs. Billingsly, Menifee, and Burle- 
aon were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, Mr. Jones of Austin, was 
added to the Committee. 
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On motion of Mr. Gant, Mr. Hill was added to th. 
same. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, Mr. Ponton was also added. 

The bill authorizing the President to call for papers, 
&c., was taken up on its second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Rusk offerred a joint reso- 
lution to pay the claim of Holland Coffee, & Co: read a 
first time, and, 

On bis motion, the rule was suspended and the bill 
read a second time. - 

Mr. Gant moved to refer it to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs; lost. 

On motion Mr. of Jones, of Austin, the rule was sus- 
pended, and the bill read a third time, and passed. 

The title is “ A Joint Resolution for the relief of Hol- 
land Coffee, & Co.” 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 
3 o'clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

An act relating to Finance, and to provide’ a circula- 
ting medium, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the House went inte 
Committee of the whole upon the two bills on Finance, 
reported by the Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the Committee rose and 
reported the bill as adopted, to the House, and, 

On his motion, the bill was taken up on its second read- 
ing. Í 

Nr. Rusk moved thatthe report of the majority of the 
committee to whom the Finance bills were referred be 
taken up; decided to be out of order. | 

Mr. Rusk moved that the House go into Committee 
of the whole upon the bill under consideration. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Aves—--Messrs. Baker, Branch, Billingsly, Clark, 
Gazley, Jones of Austin, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Lewis, 
McKinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, 
and ‘Thornton—17. ' 
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Nozs—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Doug- 


lass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Menifee, - 


Sutherland, and 'Thompson—12. 

Mr. Rusk in the chair :-— 

Mr. Rusk called Mr Thompson to the Chair, and 
moved that the Committee rise and report the bill with- 
gut amendments, and return the two other bills to the 
House; adopted. 

” On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned 
till 10 o’clock, to morrow morning. ` 


i 
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SATURDAY, Nov. 18, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Baker chairman of the Committee on County 
Boundaries, reported the bill to define the boundaries 
of the county of Liberty, with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, leave of absence for the 
remainder of the session was granted to Mr. Walker, 
on account of ill health. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, chairman ofthe Select Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the unfinished business of 
the last session of the first Congress, reported the fol- 
lowing bills and resolutions: 

“ A bill Bxing the salaries of Revenue Officers.” 

“A. bill to ascertain the public domain.” 

“ An act for the relief of Greenberry Logan.” 

“ An act establishing a Medical Board.” 

“A Joint Resolution pointing out the method of au- 
thenticating Deeds.” 

A Joint Resolution appointing a board of Commis- 
sloners to investigate Land Titles.” 

_ ‘A Resolution calling on the Secretary of State for 
information respecting Gen. T. J. Chambers;” which 
were all laid on the table. 

Mr. Rusk, from the majority of the Committee to whom 
the Finance Bills were referred, handed in a report 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Jones of Austin, from the Select Committee te 
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“hom was referred the bill to create the County of Fort 
Bend, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. Douglass, chairman of the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts, reported in favor of allowing Henry 
Millard five dollars per day for services as Commission- 
er to treat with the Indians, and, 

A Joint Resolution fixine the compensation of Indian 
Commissioners ; read a fir + time. 

Mr. Gazley introduced a bill to incorporate the Bank 
of Texas; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, ot Brazoria, tutroduced a bill to unite in 
ope the N.vv and War Departments 3” read a first time, 

Mr. Braneh introdaced a! D ter the relief of C. Hille 
brant, accompanied with vouchers, &c.; which was read, 
and, 

On his motion, referred to a Select committee of three, 
Messrs. Thornton, Lumpkin and Brenan, were appoint- 
ed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, Col. Pinckney Caldwell 
was mvifted to take a seat in the House, and the Speak- 
er tendered the thanks of this House to him, for Lis long, 
persevering, and invaluable services in the cause of 
Texas. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a bill to provide for 
the taking of the census of the Republic; read a first 
time. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill to define the boundaries of 
Washington county; read a first time, and referred to 
the Committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a bill to incorpo- 
rate the Texas Steam Mill Company; read a first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch a select committee of three 
was appointed to revise “the bill entitled An Act to 
raise a revenue by direct taxation,” and report by bill 
or otherwise, Messrs. Branch, Pierpont and Power, 
were appointed the Comunittee. 

Mr. Rusk introduced a Joint Resolution for the re- 
fief of Ellen O’ Donovan; read a first lime, and, 

On his motion, the rale was suspended, and the bill 
read a second and third time and passed. 

The tile is “A Joint Resolution for the relief of 
Ellen O’ Donovan.” 


| 
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Mr. Rowlett introduced a bill providing for the Asses- 
sors of Direct Tax to take the Census; read a first time. 

Mr. Gazley introduced a bill to amend the law regu- 
lating the acknowledgement of Deeds; read a first time- 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the orders of the day were 
taken up. 

A message wes received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in a joint resolution 
for the relief ‘of Ellen O’Donovan, originating in this 
House. 

The following communiestion from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, was then read to the House. 


As follows :— 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
City of Houston, Nov. 16, 1837. $ 

GentbemEeN,—I!In compliance with a resolution from 
your body, under date of the 15th inst, requiring me 
to transmit a copy of my instructions to the Collectors 
of the different ports, iutorming them that the promisso- 
ry notes of the Government now being issued could not 
be received tor duties, togetbe: with my reasons for giv- 
ing such instructions, &e. &e. 

Under date of the 5th of the present mouth, instruc- 
tions were transmitted from this departmeut to the col- 
lectors of the ports of Galveston, Brazos and Matagorda. 


As follows :— 


“Duan Sin—I know the opinion prevails, generally, 
that the promissory notes of the Government, now being 
issued, will be received for duties as well as all other 
public duces. This idea, however, is erroneous as may be 
seen by the Laws themselves. The Promissory Note 
Law passed on the 9th of Jute last, and the Tariff on 
the 12th and being the last, the other could not af- 
fect it; and the revenues arising from impost duties, 
were especially appropriated for a particular object you 
will, therefore, in uo case receive them for duties.” 

Very Respectfully, 
HENRY SMITH, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
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“On the 13th of the same month, his Excellency the 
President, instructed me to countermand the above 
order, which was done on the same day, by the follow- 
ing communication being transmitted to the same off- 
cers, severally, as above.” 


“Dear Sir:—In my last communication to you, I noti- 
fied you that in conformity with the existing laws, that 
the promissory notes of the Government, now being 
issued, would not be received for duties. His Excel- 
lency the President, has instructed me, however, to 
notify you that they would be received as cash, and you 
will therefore be governed accordingly.” 

“Very Respectfully,” 


HENRY SMITH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


“Ina previous communication made to both Houses 
of Congress, at an early period of the called session, I 
mentioned the conflict which I considered as existing 
in the provisions of certain laws, with a hope that they 
would take such action as the circumstances of the case 
seemed to require, which would not only have screened 
me from all conscientious scruples, but at the same 
time have relieved me from the disagreable imputa- 
tions of arbitrary misrule. At the first session of 
the General Congress, I urged that body to organ- 
ize the Department over whieh I preside by a law 
prescribing the general duties of the incumbent, which 
however, was never done, and I have been left to 
infer, from analogy, alone, what my proper duties 
as the head of that department should be, except 
when special acts of the Congress have specified duties 
to be performed. And such special acts I have ever en- 
deavored to execute to the best of my abilities. ‘Thus 
situated, at the head of a Department, without proper 
organization, or any law as ageneral rule of action, [have 
ever considered myself subject to the dictation of the 
Chief Executive, who was directly responsible, even if 
his’ opinions were in direct opposition to my own. 


“On examination .of the following Laws passed at 
the last session, it will be seen.that they so much con- 
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flict in their provisions, that under existing circumstan- 
ces, they cannot all be executed as conternplated by 
their provisions. 

“The law for consolidating and fundiny the Publie 
Debt, the Promissory Note Law, and the Tariff, are the 
laws alluded to. It will be found that the Law to 
Fund, and the Promissory Note Law, passed anterior to 
the Tariff, and that the ‘Tariff is specific in its provis 
ions requiring duties to be paid in gold, silver, or such 
current Bank paper, as the authorities, from time to time, 
should direct, and the proceeds arising from impost and 
tonage duties were specially appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the interest of the Funded Debt, being charged 
specially with the execution ofthe Funding and Promisso- 
ry Note Laws, and knowing that, if a conflict in their pro- 
visions did not exist in fact, a forced construction of the 
Promissory Note Law would bring it about, and breed 
discontent and confusion, a circumstance in which Lhave 
not been disappointed. I deemed it prudent to weisethe 
execution of either until the present Congress would be 
in session and cure the evil. It was not my object or in- 
tention to disobey either of the laws, but, if possible, to 
preserveand execute both, as the one was as obligatory 
asthe other. The Funding Law was the only provis- 
jon made for the relief of the mass of the public cred- 
tors, and as I conceived less onerous on the Government 
than the other. I view it as a standing contract on the 
part of the Government, for all public creditors who 
might choose tu accept its provisions, and an infringe- 
ment made onthe appropriations set apart for the pay- 
ment of the interest, as a breach of faith on the part of 
the Government. I have been ceerced to the execu- 
hon of the Promissory Note Law, and hence the neces- 
sity, as I conceive, of issuing to the Collectors the fore- 
going inhibitory order, for the protection of the Funding 
Law, as it must be a matter clear, and beyond a doubt, 
that the Congress never did intend that the Promissory 
Notes of this Government should be paid fer interest on 
the Funded Debt, as it would at once be raising it 
from ten to twenty per cent. It is extremely unpleasant 
to the public functionary to be required, in the dis- 
charge of his duties, to execute laws so complex in their 
nature and provisions as not only to call down censure 
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from the law makers themselves, but at the same time tø 
create public excitement, and heap upon him the abuses 
and anathemas of the whole community. 

“ In issuing the foregoing inhibitory order, I conscien- 
ciously believe I was right, and acting in the lawful dis- 
charge of my duty. And in issuing the countermand 
which immediately followed, I also considered I was 
right, as it was ordered by my superior who assumed 
the responsibility. Having taken a cursory view of the 
subiect matter contained in the resolution from your hon- 
orable body, the foregoing are subiniited as the princi- 
ple reasons which induced me to issue the order refer- 
red to. i 

“ Hoping they will prove satisfactory, I subscribe my- 
zelí, 

s Gentlemen, 


- “ Very respectfully, 
«Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) “HENRY SMITH, 
“Secretary of the Treasury.” 


On motion of Mr. Rusk the communication was refer- 
red to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk it was 

“ Resolved That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to furnish this House with the reasons why he 
has not carried into effect the law authorizing the con- 
solidation and funding of the Public Debt; and also to 
report whether or not any applications to fund have been 
made.” 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, leave was granted to Mr. J. 
W. E. Wallace, to withdraw his papers from the House. 

The bill on Finance, reported by the Committee of 
the whole, yesterday, to the House, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch laid on the table. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Aves—Messrs. Branch, Baker, Brenan, Clark, Gaz- 
ley, Grigsby, Jones of Brazoria, Jones of Austin, Jack, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lewis, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Power, Rusk and Thornton—19. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, English, 
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Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Menifee, Sutherland and Thomp- 
n-—10. 

. On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 10 

o'clock, Monday. 


E ean 


Monpay, 10 crock a. mM. Nov. 20th, 1887. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of Saturday being read, 

Mr. Rusk presented the petition of Col. D. G. Wey- 
‘mouth, Commissary General of the army, which was 
zead, and, 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. Rusk, Chairman of the Committee on Milita 
Affairs, reported the bill organizing the Militia, with 
amendments. : 

Mr. Menifee from the Select Committee to whom was 
referred the bill to incarporate the Colorado Navigation 
Company, reported a substitute for the same. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a Joint Resolution re- 
lating tothe appointment of an agent to purchase vessels 
for the Navy, by the President; read a first time. 

Mr. Burleson offered a Joint Resolution authorizing 
Military Scrip to be received in payment for Galveston 
lots, &c.; read a first time. 

Mr. Gant offerred a Joint Resolution relating to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; read a first time. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill to incorporate the Uni- 
versity of Texas ; read a first time. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill to lay off certain land 
for the redemption of the Naval and Military List ; read 
a first time. 

The Election returns from the county of Victoria, for 
Representative of Refugio, were read, and, 

On motion, referred to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 
, A petition was read from Malcolm M’Cauley, protest- 
ing against the election of Mr. James Power, as mem- 
ber from Refugio, which was, ' 


On ‘motion of Mr. Patton, referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 


- 
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The act for the organization of the militia was taken 
up on its second reading. + 

On motion of Mr. Linn the *‘ 3d Lieut.” was stricken 
out of the Sth section. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to insert “commissioned 
officers”? instead of “imembers,” m the 9th section; 
lost. i 

On motion of Mr. Ponton, “ regularly ordained Min- 
isters ot the Gospel” were inserted in the 15th section. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Jones of Austin, Linn, Menifee, 
Kinney, Pie:pont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett 
and Thornton—17. 

Nors—Messrs. Brenan, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of 
Brazoria, Lumpkin, Patton, Sutherland and Thompson 

Mr. Baker moved to insert “ and members ofthe Soci- 
ety of Friends ;” lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the words “for 
military purposes ’ were inserted in the 16th section. 

Mr. Menifee moved tostrike out the 17th and 18th 
section, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

AyEes—Messrs. Speaker, English, Gazley, Gant, Har- 
diman, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, M‘Kinney, 
Pierpont and Sutherland—i1 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Patton, 
Ponton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thorn- 
ton—16; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the battalion muster to 
be held in April, was stricken out of the 17th section. 

Mr. Menifee moved to strike out the 26th section; 
Jost. 

On motion of Mr. Patton the word “assistant”? was 
substituted for the word “suite” in the 26th section. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk “if a company of Regiment- 
alor Staff officers” were stricken out of the 27th section. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the word * audited” was 
substituted for ‘paid’ and the words by the ‘Treasurer 
were stricken out of the 30th section. 
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Mr. Patton moved to strike out the “office of Major 
General” from the bill; lost. 

Mr. Sutherland moved to strike out the Battalion 
Musters, and have an annual Regimental muster to last 
four days: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following communication was received from his 
Exeellency, the President, by his private secretary, Mr- 
Henriques. 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Repcsriic or TEXAS. 


City of Houston, Nov. 20, 1937. - 
GENTLEMEN :—lt affords me much gratification to 
inform you that I will be ready to communicate my an- 
ual message to the honorable Congress, at 12 o ’clock, 
to-morrow, “st instant. . 
(Signed,) SAM HOUSTON. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk a committee was appointed 
to inform the Senate that the House would be ready, at 


12 o’clack (o-morrow, to receive them, to hear a commu- - 


nication from the President, and to invite them to attend: 
Messrs. Rusk and Jack were appointed the committee. 

The following communication was received from the 
Secretary of the Treasury : 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
City of Houstem, Nov. 20, 1837. $ 
To the honorable, the Speaker, and 
members of the Huse of Represeitaiives. 
GENTLEMEN :—The resolution from vour House under 
date of the 18th inst., has been received, and I hasten to 
comply with its requisitions. © 
Lam required by the resolution to furuish your body 
with the reasons why L have not carried into effect the 
law authorizing the consolidation and funding of the 
public debt. This plan was one of my own suggestion, 
and the law was drafted by myself, together with the 
revenue laws tor ifs protection, but one of which, how- 
ever, was sustained, and that underwent various altera- 
tions and amendmeuts which materially altered it from 
the original pres sented. 
"13 
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Owing to the funding system not being well under- 
stood, 1 had too much difficulty to procure the passage 
of the law at the last session, and too well satisfied of 
its beneficial results both to Government and creditors, 
to have the least disposition on my part to abandon it. 

In two previous communications to your House I have 
adverted to the substantive reasons which have induced 
me to delay its execution, in terms, as I conceived, too 
plain to be misunderstood. Ever willing, however, to 
account satisfactorily for any seeming neglect of off- 
cial duty, on my part, I give the following as the last 
though not the least reason why that law has been de- 
layed in itsexecution: Two different bills have been sent 
up to New Orleans, for suitable and uecessary stationary 
to be used for that and other public purposes, neither 
ef which however have been filled for reasons ea- 
sily imagined. Suitable materials cannot be procured 
in the country, and, being satisfied that the present Con- 
gress would not probably take any action calculated to 
protect that law in its provisions and special appropri- 
ations, I, some days since, issued the necessary order to 
the General Stock Commissioner to use such materials 
ag could be ‘procured here, and the law is now being ex- 
ecuted; leaving the suitable and necessary appropria- 
tions for the interest accruing to be made by the present 
or some subsequent Congress. 

To the enguiry made ‘whether any application had 
been made to fund?” {reply that many have been made, 
and no doubt exists in my mind that the public creditors 
will willingly avail themselves of the advantages and 
inducements held out in the law, and that the great mass 
of public liabilities will be funded as soon as circum- 
stances will permit. As the laws will be executed in 
strict accordance with its provisions, no injury has re- 
sulted either to the Government or creditors by the de- 
lay in its execution. 

Hoping my responses to your enquiries may prove 
satisfactory. 1 subscribe myself, 


Gentlemen, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) HENRY SMITH, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
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On motion of Mr. Gazley the communication was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Douglass offered the following resolution : 

«That a committee of three be appointed to en- 
quire into the propriety of reporting a bill to repeal the 
law authorizing the consolidation and funding of the 
Public Debt:” adopted. 

Messrs Douglass, Jones of Brazoria, and Baker were 
appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the several bills on Finance 
were taken up, and, 

On his motion, made the special ORDER or THE Day 
for Friday next. 

Ona motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned 
till 3 o'clock, P. M. 


i 


THREE O'CLOCK, P- M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

a Sutherland presented the account of S. Hatch, 
and, 

On his motion, it was referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

The bill for incorporating the Colorado Navigation 
Company was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the bill was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the commissioners who 
were appointed to select a site for the seat of Govern- 
ment were invited to take seats within the bar of the 
House, to make their report in person. 

The chairman of the commissioners presented their 
report, =~ g 
On motion of Mr. Gazley the Speaker returned the 
thanks of the House to the Commissioners, for the 
prompt manner in which they had performed the duty 
assigned them. 

Mr. Jack moved that the report be referredsto a Se- 
lect Joint Committee of five members of each House: 
Messrs. Jones of Brazoria, Burleson, Hill, Lumpkin and 
Rowlett were appointed the committee on the part of 
the House, 

Mr. Rusk moved to lay the report on the table, and 
called for the Ayes and Noes. 


- 
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Ayrs—Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Douglass, Grigsby, 
Gant, Lewis, M‘Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, and ‘Thomp- 
son—10. i 

Noss—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, English, 
yaziey, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee. Patton, Pon- 
ton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland and Trornton—19: 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Menifee was added, 
added to the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk a Select Committee of three 
was appointed to receive proposals from those persons 
who had not had the opportunity previously for a site for 
the seat of Government; Messrs. Rusk, Sutherland and 
Gant were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, 10 o’cLock, Nov. 21, 1337. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Washington County praying for a new county to be 
created. 

On his motion it was referred to the Committee on 
County Boundaries. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria, presented the petition of Mar- 
garet B. Jamison praying for a divorce; which was, 

On his motion, reierred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. Menifee, from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, reported for the indefinite postponement of the 
Joint Resolution from the Senate to authorize the sus- 
pension of the law to raise a revenue by direct Tax. 

They returned the act authorizing the President to 
call for certain papers, &c., and deemed the law unne- 
cessary, and sufficiently provided for by the previous 
enactments. 

They also returned the law to revise the Tariff 
without amendments. 
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They also returned two documents from the Auditor. 

They also are of the opinion that the reasons assigned 
by the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury are satisfactory. 

~ On Mr. Branch’s motion laid on the table. 

Mr. Menifee, from the Committee to whom was refer- 
red the bill to create the County of Fayette, reported a 
substitue for the same. 

Mr. Rusk introduced a joint resolution for the relief of 
Lucinda Shannon; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the following resolution was 
adopted : l 

“ That.no new business be received into this House 
after the 25th instant.” 

Mr. Menifee moved to lay the resolution on the table, 
| ~ and, . 

Called tor the Ayes and Noes, which stood thus, 

Ayes—-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Gant, Hardiman, 
Jones of Austin, Menifee, Patton, Rowlett and Suther- 
land—9. 

Nozs—Messis. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby,,Hill, Jack, Lewis, 
M’Kinney, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Thompson and 
Thornton—17 : lost. “ 

Mr. Lewis introduced a joint resolution to authorize 
assistant justices to act as Notary Public ex-officio: 
read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gazley referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. Rusk presented the petition of R. R. Royal, and 
moved its reference to the Committee on Claims and 
Accounts, with power to send for persons and papers: 
adopted. 

Mr. Jones of Austin, introduced a joint resolution 
for the relief of W. L. Martin, surgeon: read a first 
ume, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, referred to the commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a joint resolution making 
military scrip receivable for dues, &c., &c., when offer- 
red by the original holder: read a first time. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had appointed Messrs. Augustine, 


Barnett, Everitt, Rains and- Dana, a Select Committee 
*13 
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of five, to act with a similar committee appointed by 
the House, to whom was referred the report of the Com- 
missioners to locate the seat of Government. 

A Committe consisting of Messrs. Wharton and Hor- 
ton was received from the Seante informing the House 
that the Senate had accepted their invitation, and 
would waiton them at 12 o'clock, to hear the communi- 
cation from the President. 

The bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Com- 
pany was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to lay the bill on the 
table, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, M’Kin- 
ney, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk and Rowlett—14. 

Nors—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Gazley, Hardiman, 
Jones of Brazoria, Linu, Menifee, Power, Sutherland 
and ‘Phoruton—10; laid on the table. 

The bill to create the county of Fayette was taken 


, Up and read a second time. 


Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to insert “Austin” in 
ihe bill: lost. ` 

On motion of Mr. Burleson ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The bill to create the county of Fort Bend was taken 
up on its second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jdhes, of Brazoria, laid on the table. 

The bill to amend the several Tariff laws was taken 
upon its second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch laid on the table. 

The bill to define the boundaries of the county of Lab- 
erty was taken up on ifs third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk a committee of two was ap 
pointed to act with such committee as the Senate might 
appoint, to wait upon the President, and inform him 
that the house would „be ready to receive him at 1? 
o'clock, M. 

Messrs. Rusk and Jones, of Brazoria, were appointed 
on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the house took 
a recess of fifteen minutes, to prepare seais, &c. 
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The House met, and, the roll being cailed, 

On motion of Mr. Jack a-committee of two were ap- 
pointed to inform the Senate that the House was ready 
to receive them. 

Messrs Jack and Branch were appointed the Commit- 
tee. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they would wait on them immediately. 

The Senate entered, conducted by their President, and 
were seated, and, 

The roll of both Houses were called by their respec- 
tive clerks. 

The President was then announced, and conducted to 
the Speaker’s Chair, by the Committee of both Houses. 

Mr, Alcée La Branché, Chargé d’ Affairesof the United 
States, was also invited to a seat. ae 


The President then delivered the following message 
to the Congress: 


Exccvtive DEPARTMENT, REPUBLIC or TEXAS, 
City of Houston, Nov. 21, 1837. 


GENTLEMEN; —Congress having been apprized of the 
reasons which have delayed the Executive in presenting 
his views to their consideration, at the commencement 
of the annual session, will supersede the necessity of an 
apology. 

The important responsibility which, at the commence- 
ment of every community or nation, must devolve upon 
its lawgivers and officers, is manifest to all but the heed- 
less, and will be properly estimated by the patriotic and. 
virtuous of every country on whom those duties may be 
conferred. Upon their exertions must the happiness 
and prosperity of a nation depend at home, and by their 
acts will its character be ascertained and determined in 
the opinions of the enlightened abroad. ®ur relations 
to the nations of Europe, as well as to the governments 
of South America, have vet ta be established, nor has 
the importance of this subject been disregarded, parti- 
cularly with England and France, as our commercial 
relations, so far as they depend upon European sup- 
plies, must exist with those nations. Since the depar- 
ture of our Commissioner to the Court of St. James, no 
intelligence from him has reached this Government. 
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For the regulation of the circumstances of foreign mi- 
misters, agents and consuls, it will be necessary to pass 
enactments, or to adopt some system to facilitate the 
desires of the Government, and obviate the embarrass- 
ments which must impede their success. Upon this 
subject a report of the Secretary of State will be pre- 
sented to Congress for consideration. 

The relations which existed between this country and 
the United States, at the period of my last communica- 
tion on the subject, have undergone no important 
change, unless we regard the correspondence of our Mi- 
nister at Washington, with the Hon. Secretary of State, - 
as indicating the determination of the Government of 
the United States upon the subject of our annexation. 
This Government, from the expression of the people of 
Texas, having in the most frank and undisguised man- 
ner presented their desires for annexation, and enforced 
them by considerations which appeared to be condlu- 
sively beneficial to both countries, did hope that the 
United States would deem it their interest, while in the 
prosecution of a wise and just policy, to receive and 
embrace Texas as an integral part of the Union of the 
North. The consummation of this desire seems to be 
postponed for the present, and will render the course 
which we should adopt palpable and necessary. Re- 
cognized as we have been by the United States a free, 
sovereign and independent nation, it becomes our im- 
perious duty to pursue such a course of policy and legis- 
lation as will at once command the respect and confi- 
dence of other nations, while our internal safety and 
prosperity will be secured. A fair and liberal policy 
should be extended to all nations who may desire to 
establish commercial relations with us, or who may 
deem it proper to introduce their fabrics or commodi- 
ties Into our country. 

The Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States, duly ac- 
credited, has been received at the Government of Tex- 
as, and confidence is entertained that the most friendly 
reciprocal understanding between the two countries will 
be established and preserved. This circumstance ori- 
ginating with our mother country, the first to hail Texas 
as a memberof the great f-mily of nations, is calculated 
to awaken in us emotions the most friendly, and inspire 
us with a manly confidence in our condition. 
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A well organized Judiciary, composed of enlightened 
and honest members, is the palladium of civil l>:rty. 
The preseut existing laws are doubtless as perfect as 
could hive been expected to arise under the circum- 
stances in which they were created. Experience and 
time have demonstratedto us their iasufficiency, and 
forcibly inculcate the necéssity of a-remedy. ‘Ihe re- 
sources of the several counties up to this time, hive not 
authorized the erection of jails. For the remedy of this 
defect, I would recommend that autuority be given to 
the several district judges (where iniormation shall be 
filed) in cases of felony, to direct the immediate trial of 
the accused. From this course no prejudice can arise 
to the culprit, while the country will be reheved from a 
burden, and the opportunities of the guilty to escape 
from justice will bediminished. ‘The regulations of fees 
and perquisites connected with the Judicial department of 
the Government is a subject of much importance, and 
should claim the scrutiny and cousideration of Con- 
gress. If this is done we may hope that cupidity will 
be disappointed, and extortion banished from our land. 

The finances of our country, since the commencement 
of the revolution up to this time, have been in a mare 


embarrassed situation, doubtless, taua apy ethor naiign 


ever experienced. Since the commencement of the 
present administration, during the first year, there was 
at the disposition of the Executive, or in the Treasury, 
but five handred dollars in cash. The several amoudis 
which had been appropriated for specific or general 
purposes depended upon the sale of scrip, and that, by 


acts of Congress, was placed in the hands of foreign 


agents who were irresponsible to the Executive, having 
given no security so as to insure accountability, aud 
furthermore, placed beyond the jurisdiction of ourselves. 
This imaginary and unfortunate expedient is now at an 
end, and has left the government in a situation to 
afford the most ample redemption of all her pledges 
and responsibilities, ` 
A boundless revenue to the country will arise from 
the opening of the Land-Offices, and so soon as that can 
take place consistently with the positive provisions of 
the Constitution, and regulated by such enactments as 
will guard the public interest against fraud and impo- 
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Sition, it will meet the desire of the Executive and 
promote the public tranquillity. 

Owing to the financial derangement of the United 
States, from which our currency was almost entirely 
derived, and where it was hoped that this country could 
obtain a negociation for five million of dollars, our ex- 
pectations have not been realized, By the last advices 
from our agents of the loan they had not succeeded, 
but regarded the prdspect of success greater than they 
had been at any previous time. 

The enactments of Congress authorizing the funding 
of a portion of the public debt, in connection with the 
issue of a half million of Treasury notes, is calcula- 
ted in a short time to relieve the government from em- 
barrassment, and establish a currency of her own, 
superior in value to any which can be introduced of the 
non-specie paying banks of the United States. The 
resources of the government, which are pledged for the 
payment of the interest, and the redemption of our notes 
and certificates, are ample and unquestionable, and as 
long as Congress may decline issuing an excess of notes, 
or does not exceed a half million of dollars, and that 
amount is received at the Treasury for all dues to Gov- 
cinment at var with sold and silver, we will have a 
sound currency, and one that will have credit in coun- 
tries who have commercial intercourse with us. Five 
hundred thousand dollars will supply all the necessities 
of exchange among ourselves; and while it is received 
for revenue and in payment for public lands, should it. 
not be sufficient for the purposes cf exchange, the pre- 
cious metals will find their way into our country and 
supply the deficiency or scarcity of our currency- giving 
to it additional value. The issuing of a greater amount 
of notes than what would meet the actual necessities of 
acirculating medium, (while the government is contin- 
ually receiving it in revenue, and paying it out for 
demands against it,) would cause depreciation in its 
value, in the same proportion to the surplus amount 
that may be issued. As no experiment has yet been 
tried to ascertain the- requisite amount, no possible 
prejudices can result to the country or to individuals by 
adhering to the present enactments on the subject until 
the next session of Congress,—while, by pursuing a 
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contrary course, it may involve our finances n difficul- 
ty irre mediable. 

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury is sub- 
mitted to Congress, and is the result of much appli- 
cation and attention to the subject of finance, and em- 
braces views and a system as well adapted to our situa- 
tion as any that could be presented at the present time. 
Intimately connected with the resources of the treasury 
is the accountability of the receiving and disbursing 
officers of the government. It must be the case with us 
as with all other countries, that defalcations will take 
place ; to guard against this evil, it is proper that respon- 
sibility should be secured in future, and that some mode 
should be pointed out which will authorize process to 
issue against those who have heretofore been defaulters 
in any office or department. 

The first Congress which met after the convention 
authorized the President to accept the services of twenty 
thousand men. Exercising his discretion upon the sub- 
ject, he has not deemed it necessary thus far to marshall 
so large a force and maintain it in the field, or to com- 
mence an offensive war, but has determined to await 
some indications on the part of the enemy, that will, in 
the opinion of the world, justify the most decisive meas- 


ures to secure our independence, and establish an hon- - 


orable peace. To this end the officers and soldiers 
have been furloughed, except such a part as was neces- 
sary for maintaining certain positions which were regar- 
ded as most requisite for our present circumstances. 

It is gratifying to assure the honorable.Congress that a 
large portion of those that were furloughed have direct- 
ed their atténtion to agriculture and the mechanic arts; 
they have become citizens, and now their lives as well 
as their future hopes are identified with the destiny of 
Texas. 

Since the commencement ofthe present administration, 
the war department has been the most laborious and diff- 
cult in the performance of its duties; it has been improv- 
ing in its organization, and it is believed that under the 
direction of the gentleman who is placed at its head a 
system will very soon be established, and the facilities 
of the country, inasmuch as they are connected with 
the department, greatly increased 
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The militia of all Republics must be regarded and 
esteemed as the bulwark of Liberty, and particularly so- 
while the generation remains which have achieved the 
emancipation of their country. With them liberty has 
begun, and they will preserve itatevery hazard. Thei 
organization and discipline should claim the first atten- 
tion ef Congress, and as soon as it is perfected, Texas 
wil be ina most confident attitude of success over all 
herenemies. The present militia laws are not so per- 
fect as to preclude amendment, nor has it been in the 
power cf the War Department to execute the wishes of 
Congress, owing to various causes over which it had no 
control. Itis hoped that Congress will give such direction 
to the subject as will give the greatest efficiency to that 
arm of the service. The report of the Secretary will be 
submitted to the Congress for consideration. 

The extraordinary embarrassment of the finances of 
of the country, at the commencement of the revolution, 
and i's continuance untl the adoption of the present sys- 
tem, bas been such as to prevent the creation of au efficient 
Navy. The extent of aur seaboard inculcates the neces- 
sity, and manifests the advantages which must result to 
the government from the commiund of the Gulf of Mexi- 
co. ‘The certain means which Texas now possesses, 
and must have at her disposel, induce the Executive to 
urge the most ample apprepriations, in addition to those 
which have becn made at tue present session of Congress, 
There can be no doubl bat that the enemy will avail 
themselves of evcry advantage by sea which may be 
withiz their power. Therciore it will be incumbent on 
us, not alone to make preparations to meet them, but to 
maintain active operations oy sea and by land. Wher 
ever cur gallant tars have met the enemy, they have 
evinced the most daring chivalry and indomitable courage, 
nor has our flag ever been struck to less than five times 
our force, and then not until alter a protracted engage- 
ment. 

Iu the creation of a Navy, 1 recommend to the earnest 
attention of Congress. the enactment of such laws aud 
regulations as will enable the Government to control the 
conduct of its officers, and to punish them promptly for 
the disobcience of orders. “It may be of importance to 
our amicable relations with other powers. A circum- 
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stance occurred on! the last cruise. which was directéd 


ders were issued from the Navy Department by direc- 
tion of the Executive, to the commander of the Navy, 
that all neutral flags should be respected, unless the vessel was 
bound to an enemy’s port and had on board articles contra- 
band of war. In violation ofthese orders, the Eliza Russell, 
an English brig, was seized and sent into port, with a 
valuable cargo of fine goods, but containing nothing 
contraband of war! Upon information of the circumstan- 
ces, the Executive directed her immediate release, and 
the payment of damages so far zs he deemed -it within 
his competency. The subject will be presented to Con- 


were immediately communicated to our Commissioner 
nearthe court of St. James, and the Executive has been 


time of his arrival. Other acts connected with the 


direct vinlation of those which had been issued by the de- 


utive a frank and solemn disavowal of all things done either 
th contravention or violation of his orders. 


The accompanying report of the acting Secretary of 


provement, and utility to the country. The report is 
referred to the consideration of Congress. 


the establishment and regular conveyance of the mail, 


tr General has been enabled to give efficiency to the 
department, and hereafter with suitable aid from Con- 
gress there will be but little difficulty in the regular 
transmission of mails and the circulation of intelligence 
throughout the Republic. Itis not to be expected that 
ay revenue can arise to the Government from this de- 
pattment, but it is thought that a higher rate of postage 
night be established without oppressing any portion of 
te community, but- with- advantage to the revenue— 


14 


by the Executive, demands of me in this communica-’ 
tion to notice the same to the hondrable Congress. Or- 


gress by the owner of the vessel, with a minute state-- 
ment of all the facts. The circumstances of the case’ 


assured that the. dispatch would reach England by the” 


cruise, of a character not calculated to elevate us in tke’ 
scale of nations, were done either without orders or in 


partment. These facts imperiously demand of the Exec-: 


the Navy will present his views on the subject of its ‘im-° 


Heretofore difficulties insuperable were presented ta’ 


but by indefatigable attention and labour, the Post-Mas- . 
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as it will be seen by a report of the department herewith 
submitted. 

It is much to be deplored that one important item of 
intelligence has not been circulated throughout the Re- 
public. The Secretary of State, to whem the duty of 
having the laws published was assigned by Congress, 
has used every exertion possible to attain the object, but 
for the want of means, (as Congress had omitted to 
make an appropriation necessary for the payment of 
printing.) be has udt had it in his power to have it com- 
pleted. But for this circumstance the work would have 
been finished, and ihe laws distributed. This subject is 
presented to Congress without any suggestion, as its 
importance to the community willbe a sufficient 1ecom- 
mendation to its attention. 

It is of much i:‘eest to our country that our relations 


with our Indian neighbors should be placed upon a basis 


oflasting peace and friendship. Convinced of this truth, 
it has been the poliey of the administration to seek out 
every possible means to accomplish this object, and 
give security ‘to our frontier. At thi§ time 1 deem the 
indicatious more favorable than they kave been since 
Texas assuincd her present attitude. Measuics are in 
progress with the several tribes, which, with the aid of 
suitable appropriations Ly Congress, may enable us to 
attain the objects of peace and friendly intercourse. 
Apprized of these facts, itis desirable that the citizens 
of Tezas should so depor them-elves, as to become the 
ARSTeSSOTS IL LO Care, | ut io evince a couciiatery disposi- 
tion, Whenever it can be done, consistently, with justice 
and humanity. Unofficially ithas been communicated to 
io the Executive that several small tribes residing within 
our settlements express a disposition, (ithe government 
will assign to them a country on the frontier,) to remove 
‘rom their present situations. The undeviating opinion 
of Cie Executive has been, that from the establishment 
oftrading houses on the frontier, (under prudent regula- 
tions,) and the appointment of capable and honest agents, 
the happiest results might be anticipated ior the country. 
The intercourse between the citizens and Indians should 
be regulated by actsof Congress which experience will 
readily suggest. The situation of Texas al this time 
would doubiless justify the establishment of martial 
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law at such out-posts as are detatched from the body 
of our population, and it does seem to me that no injury 
could arise from the adoption of the measure. 

In this communication the Executive'has no hesitancy 
in presenting the claims of those who have been wounded 
and disabled in the defence of the Liberties of Texas. 
[tis the policy of all governments to reward those who 
have renderéd great and important services to their 
conntry, and when disabled to secure to them pensions, 
proportionate to their disability. The Texian Congress 
cannot eschew the necessity of adopting this course 
in relation to her brave and gallant defenders. The 
widows and orphans of those matchless spirits who per- 
ished in the Alamo, and the heroic and gallant band 
who were basely massacred on the plains of Goliad, 
have peculiar claims upon the sensibility and justice of 
the Congress and the Nation. Itis to be regretted that 
the merits of this subject have not had the good fortune 
to claim the earlier notice of Congress. Therefore it is 
recommended to their immediate attention and provis- 
ion! 

In relation to Mexico it is proper to state that, previ- 
ous to the capture of the Texian schooner of war, Inde- 
pendence, by two Mexican brigs and a schooner of war, 
the Executive had issued an order for the release of ell 
the prisoners of war who had been taken at San Jacinto, 
which order owing to the news of the capture was coun- 
termanded for the purposes of reprisal, if the governmem 
of Mexico should again disregard or violate the laws 
of war. With a desire to release the chivalric officers 
md gallant crew who had so bravely maintained the 
honor of our flag and the citizens of Texas, (among 
whom was our minister the hon. Wm. H. Whaiton.) 
The ‘Government dispatched colonel John A. Wharton 
and thirty Mexican prisoners, witha cartel. He was 
treated by the authorities at Matamoras in a manner 
which has always characterized a vain and ignorant na- 
ton. Although Col. Wharton presented himself under the 
Protection of afligof trice, herepresents “that he was not 
received by the Mexican authorities, but on the contrary, 
Was treated with every incivility and indignity that 
could ba offered to an ordinry criminal or pirate.” Tn 
addition to the prisoners sent with Col. Wharton, a ves- 
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ae] had been chartered and upwards of sixty prisoners 
were sent from Galveston 10 Matamoras. Those of the 
officers and citizens who had not escaped were subse- 
quently released, after a cruel and rigid confinement of 
months. The ground on which they were released is 
unknown to the Executive, inasmuch as no communica- 
tion accompanied their return. 

To speculate upon the course whichMexico intends to 

rsue would beidle and ridiculous. Since the first invi- 
tation of the Anglo-Saxon race to this country, the narra- 
tive of hér conduct would be butthe history of her perfidy, 
and a manifestation of our wrongs. The first settlers of 
Texas entered a wilderness, and expelled the savage 
cannibals who had maintained this fair region against 
the boasted power of Mexico. The enterprize of the 

eople, with the accumulation of plenty, excited the 
cupidity of their government,—and persons were sent 
among us to grant pretended titles to land; while they 
extorted from industry its honest gains, and left us in a 
situation liable to further demands and extortion, with- 
out a right to the soil which had been pledged to us by 
every legal and political solemnity. The form of gov- 
ernment under which we were invited, and for which 
the citizens of Texas periled their lives, in eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-two, was the constitution of eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-four. It was changed and the iron 
yoke of slavery was tendered inits stead. Oppression 
begot resistance, and rebellion gave usMiberty and Inde- 
pendence. » l 

It is vain to suppose that Mexico, imbecile as she 1s, 
and distracted by internal factions, can ever re-conquer 
the fair region of Texas, and maintain her conquest. ‘The 
same spirits who have subdued the wilderness, and 
repelled the boasted invincibility of Mexico, yet live. 
Our soil is consecrated by the blood of martyrs, and we 
will defend it or perish! 

A blind infatuation may impel Mexico to another 
attempt to subjugate freemen, and precipitate her own 
catastrophe—while wisdom and a just policy might enable 
her to improve her own social and political relations, and 
establish her government on a rational and firm founda- 
tien. “Were it possible for Mexico to drive from the soil 
of Texas, or massacre the race which now inhabit us 
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bright regions, their‘ last faint whisper, arousing their 
kindred of the United States of’ the North, would be the 
déath kiell of Mexico, and their chivaliic and daring 
énterprise’ would not alone prompt them to avenge the 
wrongs of brothers, but would impel them to loftier 
chievetnénts; and Mesicé herself become an object of 
onquest. Let Mexicothen counsel with her safety!!! 
The cause of Texas being just, let us look with heart- 
felt reverence to the great Arbiter of Nations, and by 
our virtues, as a people, endeavor to insure a-continu- 
atice of his benefactions. — p 
(Signed,) SAM HOUSTON. ` 


The President having retired, the Senate, at the 
instance of théir President, returned. - 
On motion of Mr. Thompson 500 copies of the message 


# a 


* pi 


were orderéd to be printed. l 
The House then adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. *"  ° 4 o> : p Ca : 


+ 


WEepnEsDay, 10 o’ciocx, A. M., Nov. 22, 1837. 
` The House met pursuant to adjournment. ' 
The journal of the preceding day being read, 
Mr. Rusk presented the petition of R. D. M’Clure, 
claiming remuheratien for provisions, &c., for the army. 
On motion of Mr. Thompson referred to the Committee 
on claims and Accounts. £ 7 i 
- Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, chairman of the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, reported— . 
“That. they had examined the election returns from. 
the county of Refugio, and were of opinion that Mir. 
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: Power had receive a majority of legal votes:” report 


concurred in. . > -< , ; 
Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, chairman of the committee 


to whom was referred the unfinished business of the last 
session, reported— . i 7 

«That they had examined the same and found nothing 

more of importance to present to the House, and returnè 

the papers. |: | wee 
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On Motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, a Select Com- 
mittee of three were appointed to enqure into and ex- 
amaine a law, passed by the State of Coahuila and 
Texas, granting to Benjamin R. Milam the right of nav- 
igating the river Colorado. 

Messrs. Jones, of Austin, Baker and Gazley were 
appointed the Committee. . 

Mr. Gant obtained leave and introduced the petition 
and a bill fer the relief Lewis B. Jones; bill read a 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Mr. Rusk presented the petition of Albert Emanuel, 
which, 

On his motion, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accouts. 

Mr. Gazley introduced a bill to incorporate the City 
of Houston: read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk presented the petition of F. W. Thornton, 
which was, 

On his motion, referred to a Select Committee of 
three. 

Messrs. Rusk, Power and Menifee were appointed the 
committee. 

+On Mr. Rusk’s motion, the joint resolution for the reliet 
of Henry Millard, and others, was taken up on its second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “appointed by the 
President according to law” were inserted, 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to insert “five doltars | 
for every twenty-five miles:” lost. 

Resolution ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
img. 
"The following communication was then read from the 
Secretary of State. ` 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
City of Houston, Nov. 20, 1887. 5 
To the President of the 
Republic of Texas, 
Sm:—Agreeably to your instructions, 1 have the 
honor, herewith, to transmit to your Excellency a-repor! 
on various subjects connected with this Department. 
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The important relatiions which we desire to establish 
and maintain with foreign powers, to whose courts accred- 
ited Agents or Ministers have or may be sent by this Gov- 
ernment, renders it necessary that provisions should be 
made by law for such embassies, sutable to the rank 
conferred upon them by their respective appointments, 
in order that they may sustain themselves in a manner 
oorresponding with the etiquet usually observed in such 
intercourse between free and independent sovreignities. 

The United States’ Legations are allowed from $500 to 
$2000 each, per annum, for contingencies, this is 
inthended for stationary, postage, and other una- 
voidable expenditures that must necessarily occur, 
independently of the personal expenses of the Min- 
isters and Secretaries of legation, which, were they not 
borne by government, would absorb a large portion of 
their saleries, and render their situation in some instan- 
ces, extremely unpleasant and mortifying, especially 
where legations had not been previously established. 

The rank attached to Diplomatic Agentsis a subject 
which has occasionally produced slight disputes between 
friendly governments. Althoug a nation has the right 
to determine the rank of its own ministers, yet it has 


been the general usage of governments to send and ~ 


receive resident Ministers of the same rank. 

The commercial interest of the Republic require that 
some definite system should be adopted for the govern- 
ment of our Consular Agents. The reputation ofa coun- 
try, in a commercial point of view, depends much upon 
the conduct of its Consuls, and it is therefore highly im- 
portant that those functionaries should be guided by 
strict rules, enjoined by the laws of the nation which they 
represent. 

In our case having no system, they are left iņ a great 
measure to exercise their own judgment and discretion, 
m the performance of their particular duties, which, if 
continued, must often lead to collisions and difficulties 
that might be avoided by a well regulated system. 

_ With respect to compensation the question arises. 
Should they be paid by fixed salaries or by fees? 
With regard to this paint I would most respectfully 
suggést that, however desirable it might be in a differ- 
eat'state of the Treasury to establish standing salaries, 


appears to me decidedly mose expedient, neder exist-. 
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ing circumstances, to compensate them by fees. With 
this view of the subject, the object to be ‘attained is to- 
guard against the exaction of improper and exhorbitant 
charges, by defining the extent of their duties, and pre- 
scribing ‘the fees to be given for the execution of those 
duties. 


In order to encourage genius and promote the cultiva- 
tion of the arts and sciences, the munificence of all 
liberal governments has extended peculiar privileges to 
those whose writings, discoverieis or inventions have 
been calculated to advance the interests of society, by 
granting “ copy rights” and * patents.” Those subjects 
have not hitherto engaged the attention of the Texian 
Congress, and it appears desirable that some regulations 
should be established relative thereto. 


The public printing demands the most serious consid” 
eration of Congress. . The act passed on the 12thof June 
last, authorizing the publication of the Laws and other 
legislative documents, was unaccompanied by a corres- 
ponding appropriation. No actual funds could be real- 
ized, without which I found it utterly impracticable to 
bave the -work executed with that dispatch which the 
public ‘interest required. Immediately after the ad- 
journment of Congress, in June last, I applied to Messrs. 
Cruger and Moore, the proprietors of ihe Telegraph, 
proposing to contract forthe printing as authorized by 
Congress. Theirs was the only establishment of the 
kind at the seat of Government: they had but one press, 
and that too engaged in the publication of a weekly 
newspaper. Their materials were exhausted, and they 
could not undertake the work unless Government could 
make an advance in money, or furnish materials. They 
agreed to undertake it at the rate set forth in the accom- 
panying doruments, marked A., provided the materials 
could be furnished as before stated, and to prosecute 
the work as expeditiously as circumstances would per- 
iit. Finding it imposrible to procure paper in this 
country, I obtained a small quantity: through an agent 
ofthis government, at New Orleans, which was received’ 
here in August,” when the publication of a .yolume of 
about 300 pages, comprising the Declaration of Inde 
pendence, the Constitution, and the enactménts of the 
first and secorid sessions of the first Congress, were 
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begun, which progressed slowly up to the openirg of 
Congress, in September last, at which time, owing to 
the printing of the Congressional proceedings, it was 
suspended. One thousand copies of a volume contain- 
ing, instead of 300 as was originally intended, about 
170 pages, will be ready for delivery during the pres- 
ent week. And another I am assured of about the same 
size, (mast of the work having been already done,) will 
. -3 
be finished in a few days after the arrival of the paper, 
which has been recently ordered from New Orleans, by 
the said proprietors. No specific contract could be 
entered into, owing to the uncertainty of procuring ma- 
terials, the sickness of operatives in the printing estab- 
lishment at that season of the year, and many untoward 
causes which it is uncecessary to enumerate. Deeply 
impressed with the necessity of having the laws, under 
which the Constitutional Government has been organ- 
ized, circulated at as early a period as possible. 1 
adopted such an arrangement in their publication as 
seemed best calculated to affect that important ebject. 
Commencing with the Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution and the enactments of the two first 
sessions of Congress; then the Ordinances and the De- 
crees of the Consultation and the Provisional Govern- 
ment and Convention at Washington; and, thirdly, the 
Colonization Laws of Mexico and those of the Govern- 
ment of Coahuila and Texas, as f-ras they relate to 
the latter country, intending to defer the publication 
of the journals of the various legislative bodies, for 
the last, as they are of secondary importance only. 
dt seems to me unfortunate that a similar plan was 
hot at first adopted, for sufficient labor has been be- 
stowed upon the journals to have printed long ago all 
the important laws. Enquiries after enquiries, from 
lime to time, have been made at this department, why 
the laws have not been distributed? shewing in many 
instances dissatisfaction and irritation on the subject. 
Under these circumstances I would most respectfully 
‘recommend that an appropriation be immediately made 
of $6,000, in money that can be used in New Orleans 
in the purchase of the necessary materials, even if it has 
to be done at a considerable sacrifice. With that 
amount the work can be prosecuted successsfully and 
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expeditiously to its completion. Without an adeauas 

uppropriation the same emvarrasstuents and delay 

wil agala occar; results to bedepre at ied and avoided -in 
fetore if “possible. 

Until g general promul gation ofthe laws takes place, 
public opinion will always be sulject to erroneous im- 
pressions, resulting either from misstatements designediy 
made for sinister purposes, or & want of authentic infor- 
mation. 

With regard to the civil department of the govern 
ment, I have fhe satisfaction to state that the organiza- 
tion is complete, electiens having taken place throug!- 
vur the populated portions of the Republic, and commis- 
siage having been forwarded to all the officers thereto. 

T have the honor to be 
With great consideration and respect, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed,) R. A. IRION. 
Secretary of State. 


The following communicotion from the Acting Secre- 
tary of the Navy was read: 
Navy DEPARTMENT, ? 
Houston, Scpt. 30, 1837. 5 
To jus Exellency, thé 
President of the Republic of Texas, 


“mi—In submitting. to you a Report- -of the Nave! 
branch of the public service, it becomes my duty to 


‘ take some notice of iis past operations and its present 


coudition. 

t an early period of our struggle for nat ional Jude- 
pee the i paper tance of our navy, (smal as it was.) 
was fully developed. Jnvaded bya large force by land, 
and the natural pre duc tions of the country principally 
destroyed, we had to book abroad for the snpport of cu 
army: and even ina ovest messie for the austen’ 
of the a tants of the eonntiv. Dat by tho aid ofa 
tle fleet, we were eusbled s3 far to commend the Gull, 
to Keep the vessels cf our enemy of our coast, aud 
secure the introduction of supplies fom abroad. 
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Since the destruction of the Mexican army the country 
has been gradually recoyering from the effects of their in- 
human devastation; and it is now much better prepared 
for another campaign than it was at the commencement of 
the past. But while the country has been gradually rising 
from the effects of the revolution, our Navy has become 
almost extinct. The embarrased situation of our finan- 
cialaffiirs, has heretofore rendered it impossible to make 
the necessary appropriations for keeping itup; and we 
have now but one small vessel afloat to guard a coast of 
more than six hundred miles in length. -While our Navy 
is in this shattered condition, and entirely unable to af- 
ford the necessary protection to our commerce, the Mex- 
icans have found means to make sach additions to their 
own naval streneth as will enable them to bold an entire 
control of the Guill The necessity of adopting meas- 
_ures to remedy ihis evil will be apparent to your Bxcel- 
lency. Whils oar coast is in this unguarded situation 
the Moxitins are using every exertion in their power to 
increase neir sireng D, and thus secure ihe permanent 
command of the Gull. 

Whether they wil attempt another campaign against 
us remus tove solved by time. But every considera- 
uon of pride and interest will impel them to the underta- 
king, and while we have every assurance from that 
govern Wat that the conquest of Texas will not be given 
up, it becomes usat least to be as well preparel for the 
Worst as the exigencies of our country will allow, and 
even on iho score of economy it appears to me that the 
interest of our country will be most promoted by adopt- 
‘iug measures to secure the commend of the Guli— 
protect our commerce and delend y our most inpor- 
tant poiuts on the coast. We sho ld then obviate 
the necessity of a large number of troups which must 
be required to guard the shore, inthe event of a weak 
and ineliisient navy. By this means an expenditure of 
near half a million of dollars unght be avoided by a 
redaction of the number of troops required to keep up 
the different military posts along the cost. From a fair 
estimate it is believed that one hundred and fifty men 
would be sufficient for this service, inclnding all or forti- 
fications. This view gives the Navy an additional claim 
for our consideration; and it becomes onr duty as pub- 
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lic officers, feeling a deep interest in- the welfare of the’ 
country, to reduce the expenditure as much as possible. 
And when we take into consideration the amount of our 
impost duties which must inevitably be lost if some- 
thing is not done to secure their protection, and the great 
suffering and privation which must be felt by our citi- 
zens for the want of foreign articles, amongst which are 
many of the necessary subsistences of life, too much im- 
portance cannot be attached to this subject. Your Ex- 
cellency must be aware that our rich commerce must be 
lost, and with it the revenue arising from that source, if 
some thing is not done for its protection. 

And I am fully of opinion that whatever expense may 
be incurred, for the increase of this branch of our 
public service, we shall be more than remunerated in 
the revenue which will arise from impost duties. [ 
would not under the present embarrassed situation of 
the treasury recommend any very heavy expenditure for 
this purpose; but am of opinion that an appropriation 
of a few thousand dollars would be sufficient for the 
contemplated improvement. Two brigs of eighteen 
guns, and one or two small sehooners it is believed will 
be a sufficient force to give us command of the Gulf, 


g 


. and secure not only our commerce bat enable us to em- 


barass and cripple the power of our enemies. And Iam 
convinced that no course will be so well calculated to 
force the Mexicans to a recognition of our national 
independence as to make them feel our power. This 
ean be effected in no way so easily and with the same 
assurance of success asin the manner here proposed. 
But the necessity of a Navy, great at all times, will be 
imperious in case of another invasions by the Mexicans. 
With the sea closed against our commerce, the crops of 
our enterprizing planters, either destroyed or rendered 
valueless, and our country invaded by a large army, 
you may readily calculated the embarrassed situation’ 
of all classes of the community. Contemptible as we 
view the paltry nation who are annoying us, it is never- 
theless the part of wisdom to be prepared for the worst. 
And we should not in any event allow them to annoy our” 
commerce, or display a hostile flag upon our borders. 
Nothing will be so well calculated to increase our rep- 
utation abroad as the knowledge of-our ability to protect 


169 


ourselves. This ability we know we have. The 
bravery of our troops; the’ noble acts of our small but 
gallant navy assure us of success; and we only want an 
opportunity to show to the world, that a nation distin- 
guished alike for perfidy in her councils and cowardice 
in the feld, though numbering millions, cannot prevail 
against a small band of determined freemen!! When 
we take into consideration the value of our foreign com- 
merce which must be crippled or destroyed if some 
thing is not done for its protection, a laudable pride it is 
believed will be manifested by our citizens on the sub- 
ject; and we may look with confidence to their liberality 
for aid in this measure. ` 
Nature has supplied us with an abundance of the best 
materials in the world for the construction of ships, and 
I look forward with much solicitude to the time when 
our own hardy ship builders shall repair to our own for- 
rest, cut timberand launch into our own harbours any ad- 
ditional force we may require forour protection. Butour 
country is now too young. That hardy and enterprising 
class of mechanics, have not as yet become sufficiently 
numerous in our country, and we shall be compelled to 
rely on foreign markets for the purchase of our vessels. 
But experience has taught us the necessity of having 
some depot - on our own coast capable of repairing our 
vessels, such vessels as we have heen under the ne- 
_ necessity of sending abroad for that purpose; the re- 
pairs have generally cost us double what they would 
had the same work been done in our own harbours. 
Others for the want of the necessary repairs have been 
found unseaworthy, and lost, when perhaps the expendi- 
ture of a small sum would have saved them for the ser- 
vices of our country. The schooner Brutus, now the only 
vessel remaining of our little navy, is in this condition, 
and will be unfit for sea until she shall undergo a thor- 
ough examination and: refitment. With this view the 
department has ordered Capt. Alexander Thompson, 
chief hydrographer, to make an examination of Galveston 
harbor, for the purpose ot making a selection of a suita- 
ble place for a Navy Yard, and earnestly requested that 
he should make a returnto this department at as early a 
day as possible. But owing to indisposition he has not 
yet been able to perform that duty, but I am in daily ex- 
15 
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pectation of hisreport. ‘The expense itis believed will be 
nothing when compared with the advantages which will 
flow from the measure, for nothing like a naval estab- 
lishment can be kept up without having some place 
within our own waters for the repairs of our vessels. 

In selecting this place it will be well to look for- 
ward to future events, whenthe expenditures now made, 
may be a part of a more extensive establishment. We 
look forward to the time when the finances of the coun- 
try (though now small,) willbe abundant; when the 
expenditure for this most important branch of the public 
service need not be limited to a few thousand dollars. 
With this view it will be necessary to select a point 
suitable for an extensive establishment and that the 
work be done ina substantial and proper manner, An 
estimate of the probable expenses necessary for this 
department for the next twelve months will accompany 
this report, marked A. - 

The conduct of the commander of the Invincible has 
been the subject of investigation in this department. In 
consequence of there not being a sufficient number of 
officers of the same grade, to enable this department to 
convene a court martial, orders were issued to the com- 
maader of the Brutus, Capt. Boyland, to superintend 
the taking of depositions relative to the charges prefer- 
rod against Capt. ‘Thompson and the other officers of the 
Luvineible, all of which have been attended to, and are, 
tugether with a copy of Capt. Thompson’s sailing orders 
on the late cruise, herewith submitted to your Excel- 
lecy’s consideration, marked B. The Brutus sustained 
considerable damage in consequence of an ineffectual, 
uttempt to get out of the harbor of Galveston to the assis- 
tance of the Invincible, in the late action between that 
vessel and the two Mexican brigs. A report ofher pregert 
condition together with the reports of the commanders 
of both vessels, and the correspondence of this depart- 
ment, and Capt. Thompson of the Invincible, upon the 
subject of the cruise, will be found in the accompany- 
ing documents, marked C. 


I would respectfully suggest the propriety of adopting | 


some measures for the better payment of the officers and 
crews of our Navy. Your Excellency is aware that 
there is not a class of men on earth who require means 
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when on shore more than seamen. It will be utterly 
impossible to man our vessels, or even keep a crew 
together, if we do not adopt some measures for paying 
them off regularly ¿n a good currency!! I would there- 
fore suggest the propriety of making scrip, issued in 
payment for naval services, receivable in the Custom 
House, and for any other monies due*thée government. 
If something is not done in this matter I am convinced 
that we might as well abandon any attempt to keep up 
a Navalestablishment. Seamen will not attend to their 
duty unless they are regularly paid. Experience has 
demonstrated this fact, and I leave the propriety of 
doing something in this matter for the consideration of 
your Excellency. 

Something should also be done for the better provis- 
ioning of the Navy. An extract from a communication 
bn this subject, from Capt. J. D. Boyland, of the schoo- 


ner Brutus, is herewith communicated, marked D. 


I have also to communicate to your Excellency the 
report of Lieutenant Francis B. Wright, who has been 
appointed by this department to make an examination of 
the brig Phoenix, and the schooners Correo and Thom. 
Toby. From his report it may be seen thatthey may 
all be fitted out for sea ata very trifling expense, ard 
that the Thom Toby, in particular, is now in a tolerable 
condition for a cruise. , l 

His report and the reasons urged for their immediate 
purchase, will be found in a document marked E. 

; [have not yet been able to investigate the accounts of 
the officers of the Navy to the end that I may ascertain 
the expenses of that branch of the public service for the 
the last year, but will hand them to you as soon as made 
out, which is in progress. 

The earnestness with which I have urged the neces- 
sity for an appropriation for the increase of our Naval 
establishment must find an excuse in the strong convic- 
tion which I feel, that no appropriation can be made 
which will more increase the glory and prosperity of our 
country. J have made suggestions for such improve. 
ments, as I am convinced the nature of the service de- 
mands, should they meet with your approbation, and re- 
ceive acorresponding response from Congress, I look for- 
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ward to days of prosperity to our navy, and safety and 
protection to our commerce. : 


Very Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) WM. M. SHEPHERD. 


P. S. Since finishing the above, Capt. Alexander 
Thompson’s Report of the survey and location of a site 
for a Navy Yard was handed in and is herewith submit- 
ted, marked F. 

Respectfully, ’ 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) WM. M. SHEPHERD. 


Acting Secretary of the Navy. 


The following communication wasthen read from the 
Post-Master General. i 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, — 
City of Houston, 1837. 


To his Excellency, Sam Houston, 
President of the Republic of Teras, ` 
Sir:—In submitting for your consideration the follow- 
ing report asking a repeal of the 9th section of the Post 
Office Law, I am influenced by a sincere desire to see 
this branch of the government established on such a basis 
as will be a sure guarantee to its future successful opera- 


‘tion, independent of the present limited resources of our 


government: ` 
In calling your attention to this subject allow me to 
present for your consideration the following facts as they 
exist in relation to this Department: 
First, The immense unsettled country over which the 
carriers have to transport the mails, to meet the neces- 
sary demands of this branch of the public service. 
Secondly, The high value placed on all kinds of 
labor forbids the idea of obtaining contracts for transpot- 
ing the mails at reduced rates for many years to come. 
‘And, thirdly, The policy of the former form of. gov- 
ernment, was such that it placed in the hands of indi- 
viduals such large portions of the wild domain, that it 
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| cannot at an early day become a very densely populated 
Í country. I would therefore respectfully suggest to your 
Í Excellency the propriety of repealing the 9th section of 
| an act creating a General Post Office, &c.; passed 

| December 20th, 1836; and the adoption of the following 
| rates of postage, namely: 

| For every letter composing a single sheet of paper, 

Í and conveyed any distance not exceeding forty miles, 
| twelve a half cents; over forty and not exceeding one 
hundred miles, twenty-five cents; over one hundred and 
not exceeding one hundred and fifty miles, thirty-seven 
Í anda halfcents; over one hundred and fifty miles, fifty 
| cents. Upon all ship letters, sixand a fourth cents shall 
| be charged in addion to it the above rates ; on all letters 
| composed of two pieces of paper double the ratio of a sin- 
| gle letter; letters composed of three pieces, tripple those 
| rates; and for every package composed of four or more 
| pieces of paper, or things, and weighing one ounce, 
| quadruplethose rates; and in that proportion for all grear- 
| er weights. 

| Newspapers carried not over one hundred miles, one 
| cent each; pamphlets carried not, over one hundred 
| miles, per sheet, one and half cents; over one hundred 
| miles, two cents and a half;and all letters and news- 


| Post Master to require the postage in advance. 
| Inorder more fully to illustrate the necessity of the 
| repeal of said section, I herewith submit an account of 
| the revenue arising from the different offices, commence- 
| Ing on the Ist day of March, and ending on the 20th 
| day of June, 1837; and also the amount of expenditures 
| during the same period. 
Amount of revenue arising fram the differ- 

ent offices for the time mentioned as nearly 


as can be ascertained, $725 00 
Amount of contracts for the same period 
nearly 7,000 00 


| By this exhibit you will see how utterly inadequate 
| the present revenue is to meet the current expenditures 
| of this ee 

Iwould therefore respectfully suggest the propriety of 
au appropriation of twenty thousand dollars, to meet 
| the present demands, and sustain this department in the 
| *15 


| papers going out of Texas it shall be the duty of the 
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early part of 1838. Confidently, however, this subject 
will command yourearly attention. 
Lhave the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Sined,) R. BARR, 
Post Master General. 


On motion of Mr. Branch the report of the Secretary 
of State was referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the report of the Post Mas- 
ter General was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, so much of the Acting 
Secretary of the Navy’s Report as rélates to the Navy, 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs ; and, 

So much as relates to the army referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Baker moved to reconsider the vote on referring 
the Secretary of State’s report to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations: lost. 

An-act creating the county of Fayette was taken up 
and read a third time and passed, and, 

The title is * * * * * 

*% * * * - * * 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, ‘ 

Ayvrs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Gazley, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Meni- 
fee, M’Kinney, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland 
and Thorton—i6. 

Nors—-Messrs. Speaker, Clark, Douglass, Eng- 
lish, Grigsby, Gant, Jonesof Brazoria, Jack, Lump- 
kin, Pierpont, Power, and Thompson—12. 

On motion the House adjourned till 3 o’clock, this 
afternoon. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The act to organize the militia was taken up on its 
third reading: a 
On motion of Mr. Baker referred to the Committee 


on Military Affairs. 
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The act to define the boundaries of the county of Lib- 
erty was taken up, and, 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the orders of the day were so 
far suspended as to permit the Military Committee to 
report 

Mr Rnsk, chairman of the Military Committee, then 
reported the Militia Bill without amendment. 

Mr. Baker moved to refer the bill toa Select Commit- 


. tee of five: lost. . 


The further reading of the bill was dispensed with, 
and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Aves—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Baker, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Jones of Austin, Jack, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett and Thornton—21. 

Nors—Messrs. Gazley, Gant, Menifee, M’Kinney, 
Pierpont, Sutherland and Thompson— ; the bill passed, 
and, 

The title is * * * * 7% * 

* * * * % ¥ # %* 

The bill to define the boundaries of the county of Lib- 
erty was taken up. 

Mr. Gant move to strike out the words after “ Trinity 
River “thence across the river in the same direction to 
a point nine miles distant,” and insert “thence down 
said river to the lower Cochatta Village:” lost. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock to-morrow morning. f 


Tuvurspary, 10 o’cLock, Nov. 23, 1837, - 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 
- Mr. Sutherland presented the petition of Samuel 
M’Culloch, which was, 

Qn his motion, referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
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Mr. Rusk, chairman of the Military Committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of John’ Brenan, reported 
that they had had the subject under consideration and 
are of opinion that the case is one that should be invés- 
tigated and relief granted; that they could not sanction 
the infliction of punishment so severe, as the loss of 
reputation by being dishonorably discharged from the 
service, without first having a fair and impartial trial, 
There being many cases of this description they are of 
opinion that some general law ought to be passed for 
the relief of such persons; and report the following reso- 
lution, in order to place the House in possession of the 
facts: 

“ Resolve :, That the Secretary of War be required 
to furnish to this House the names of all persons who 
have been dishonorably discharged from the service, by 
whom, for what cause, under whose orders, and by 
what authority or law they have been so discharged :” 
adopted, and report concurred in. : 

Mr. Jack, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
reported a bill to explain and amend the laws relating 
to Probate Courts;” read a first time. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Thompson presented the 
the petition Mr. Legrand, with accompanying vouchers : 
which, 

On his motion, was referred to a Select Committee of 
three. 

Messrs. Thompson, Rusk and Burleson were appoin- 
ted said committee. i i 

Mr. Jack, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Lewis B. Jones, a free 
negro: reported unfavorably to the same: report con- 
curred in. 

Mr. Baker, Chairman of the Committee on County 
Boundaries, reported a bill accompanied by the petition 
of sundry citizens of Washington county for the crea- 
tion of a new county to be called Montgomery county: 
read a first time. 

Mr. Gant withdrew the papers of Lewis B.` Jones, 
by leave of the House. 

Mr. Jack, introduced a bill to incorporate the Brazos 
Insurance Company: read a first time. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill to incorporate tbe 
Bank of Nacogdoches: read a first time. 
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Mr. Jones of Austin, intreduced a joint resolution to 
authorize the Chief Justice’s of the counties, to grant 
Bank Charters, provided they do not grant more than 
twdlve charters in each county’: read a first time. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee on County 
Boundaries, reported a bill to define the boundaries of 
San Augustine county: read a first time. 

Mr. Hardiman introduced a joint resolution, making 
an appropriation for purchasing stationary, &c., for the 
General ‘Land Office: read a first time. 

Mr. Thompson introduced a joint resolution to au- 
thorize the President of the Senate and “Speaker of the 
House of Representatives to adjourn their respective 
Houses, on the sécond of Dacember, to meet at Wash- 
ington, on the Brazos: read a first time. 

Mr, Branch moved the indefinite postponement of 
the resolution. 

The Ayes'and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Ayvrs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Linn, Menifee, Ponton and Power—8. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Lewis, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, 
Pierpont Rusk, Rowlett, Sntherland, Thompson and 
Thornton—21 : lost. i 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, introduced a bill to incorporate 
the towns of Richmond and San Felippe: read a first 
lime, 

Mr. Burleson introduced a ‘joint resolution to absolve 
the depopulated counties from paying taxes during the 
present year; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the Select Committee to 


enquire into the agreement of B. R. Milam, reported a 
copy of the act. 


On motion of Mr. Gazley the bill to incorporate the 
city of Houston was taken up and referred to a Select 
Committee of three. 

Messrs, Gazley, Jack and Hardiman were appointed 
said committee. 

_Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to define the bounda- 
nes of the county of Mina: read a first time. 


Mr. Ponton moved to refer it to the Committee on | 


County Boundaries: lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Ponton the Committee on County 
Boundaries were requested to return the bill defining 
the boundaries of the county of Gonzales. j 

Mr. Baker requested to be excused from serving on 
the Committee on County Boundaries: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, Mr. Ponton was added ty 
the Committee on County Boundaries. : 

The Act tn define the boundaries of the county of 
Liberty was taken up and read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the passage 
of the bill, the vote stood thus, 

Ayvrs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, 
Jack, Linn, Lewis, Menifee, M’Kinnty, Pierpont, Pon- 
ton, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thompson—20. 

Nors—Messrs. Douglass, English, Gant and Lump- 
kin—4. 

The title is ‘tan’ act to define the boundaries of the 
County of Liberty.” : 

The joint resolution fixing the salaries of Indian 
Commissioners was taken up and read a third time, and 
passed, and, 

The title is “‘an act fixing the salaries of Indian Com- 
missioners.” 

The act to create the county of Fort Bend was taken 
up and read a second time, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for for a third reading. 

Mr. Gazley presented the petitiou of J. J. Linn, with 
accompanying documents, which was referred to th 
Committee on Claims and Accounts, without reading. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the House adjouined 
till 3 o'clock, P.M. , 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Tarifbill was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, laid on the table. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a bill relating to 
ihe Post Office Department: read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the orders oi 
the day were so far suspended as to take up the jou! 
resolution to authorize the President to appoint an agen! 
to purchase vessels, and fit out the Navv. 
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On motion of Mr. Menifee the resolution was iudefi- 
nitely postponed. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Aves—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Jones of Brazoria, Menifee, 
WKinney, Pierpont, Power, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Thompson and Thornton—16 

Noes—Messrs. Spesker, Clark, English, Hardiman, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Lumpkin, Ponton and 
Rusk—10: postponed. 

The act to incorporate Colorado Navigation Company” 
was taken up on its second reading. i 

On motion of Mr. Branch the House went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the bill. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria in the chair. 

On motion of Mr, Menifee the committee: rose; the 
chairman reported the bill as adopted, and asked to be 
discharged from further consideration of the bill; report 
concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House a: 
wurned till L0 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, 10 o’ctocx, a. M. Nov. 24, 1837. 

Che House met pursuant to adjournment. 

‘ The journals of the preceding day being read. 

Mr. Rowlett introduced a bill to incorporate the towns 
of Clarksville and Lexington: read a first time. 

Mr. Branch presented the petition of Samuel Whiting, 
with accompanying documents, which was, on hs 
motion, referred to the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, 

Mr. Sutherland introduced a bill to define the boun- 
daries of the county of Jackson: read a first time. 

Mr. Linn moved to refer it tothe committee on county 
boundaries : lost. 

Mr. Gazley presented the petition of sundry citizens 
residing near the San Jacinto river, relating to the herds 
of wild cattle in that neighborhood. 
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Mr. Jones of Austin moved to return the same to the 
persons who signed it: adopted. 

Mr. Linn presented the petition and protest of sundry ` 
citizens of Victoria county opposed to detaching any 
part of the same to form the county of Jackson. 

On motionof Mr. Sutherland, the vote on referring the 
bill to define the boundaries of Jackson county was 
reconsidered, and referred, with the petition and pro- 
test from Victoria, to a select committee of three. 

Messrs. Jones of Austin, Rusk and Baker were ap- 
pointed said committee. Mr. Baker asked to be excused 
from serving on the committee, which was not granted. 

Mr. Gazley, Chairman of the Committee on Posi- 
Offices and Post-Roads, reported that they have had the 
report of the Postmaster-General under consideration, 
and that there was now a bill before the House on the 
snbject of that department, which they recommended to 
the House. - ‘ 

Mr. Sutherland presented the petition of Thomas F. 
M?Kinney and wife, praying Congress to pass a law to 
enable them to dispose of their estates by will to such 
persons as they may see fit; also a bill for their relief 
in the case: was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was referred to the 
judiciary committee. 

Myr. Jack, Chairman of Judiciary Committec, then 
reported a bill relating to persons donating their estates, 
as a substitute for the one referred to them, which was 
adopted and read the first time. 

Mr. Jack, from the majority of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, made the following report, which was laid on the 
table on Mr. Gant’s motion. 

The undersigned members of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the bill for the repeal of an 
act entitled An Act to Charter the Texas Rail-Road, 
Nayigation and Banking Company, not being able io 
agree in opinion with the other membexs of the Judi- 
clary Committee, respectfully beg leave to submit the 
following, as containing their views upon the subject: 
submitted. 

No difference of opinion exists as to the effects and 
ultimate consequences, if the company shall succeed in 
going into operation under their chafter, we all unite in 
the opinion that by the act of incorporation privileges and 
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powers are granted to individuals the exercise of which 
would not only be seriously detrimental to the welfare 
and prosperity of the nation, but calculated to control 
and direct the operations of government, if it did not 
totally subvert and overthrow its free and republican char- 
acter. If by the, power which wealth alone can wield, 
the Rothchilds have been able to make the sovreigns of 
Europe subservient to their purposes, what may we not 
calculate as the result of such an operative machine as 
this colossal charter when acting upon and directed 
against the people and the government of Texas. In 
this charter are contained provisions which will iney- 
itably produce a powerful monied aristocracy, and 
thereby mainly contribute to the loss of the rights and 
liberties of the people, But it is not the province of the * 
committee to point out or enumerate the evils of this 
institution, they are palpable and manifold. They are 
called on for an opinion as to the expediency of a remedy 
of those evils, as proposed by the bill under considera- 
tion, and here it is that your committee differ. The 
undersigned, greatly as they deplore the consequences 
of that hasty and unwise legislation which granted the 
charter, are nevertheless of the firm opinion that it was 
one in accordance with the constitutional powers of 
Congress, which authorizes Congress to grant charters, 
&c. and that certain privileges and rights are thereby 
vested in individuals, ruinous and dangerous though they 
be, and which this Congress, with no powers that the 
first did not possess, cannot take away. It is contended, . 
and perhaps correctly, that there are certain privileges 
granted in the charter which the grantees are not per- 
mitted to hold and exercise by the constitution, and 
which the Congress was prohibited from granting. If 
this hypothesis is established, does it follow that the 
legislature can declare it so and thus virtually repeal 
the charter? The undersigned cannot see the force of 
this reasoning, nor adopt the correctness of the conclu- 
sion. {f this is admitted, it would only be necessary 
for you to inscribe upon your journals your opinion as to 
the unconstitutionality of the law, and thus you might at 
once extinguish and annihilate every right, however sa- 
cred, which former legislatures have granted, it would 
hot be necessary for a law or charter to be actually un- 
16 
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constitutional to render it inoperative, it would be suffi- 
cient if you believed it so, and would so declare it. 

This is a new doctrine, and one which is in violation 
of all the usages and customs of liberal and constitutional 
governments, and will not stand the test of argument 
and investigation. 

In conclusion, the undersigned are of opinion that 
organized as the government of Texas is, the judiciary 
is the only tribunal which can declare a law to be uncon- 
stitutional. That when Congress shall attempt to do so, 
it will be an assumption of power not delegated to them, 
and an encroachment on the jurisdiction and prerogatives 
of another and co-ordinate branches of the government. 
They therefore recommend the indefinite postponement 
of the bill. 

P. C. JACK. 
T. J. GAZLEY. 
E. T. BRANCH. 

Mr. Thornton, from the Select Committee, to whom 
was referred the papers, &c., of C. Hillibrant, reported, 
that his claim for horses should not be audited, but that 
he should receive pay for beef furnished. Report con- 
curred in. 

On leave of the House, Mr. Branch withdrew the 
papers of C. Hillibrant. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, introduced a joint resolution 
to taxall bank stock: read first time. 

Several communications from the auditor were re- 
ceived, and, on motion of Mr. Thompson, they were 
referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.— 
The claims of S. Whiting, J. Forbes, A. E. C. Johnson, 
and M. A. de la Garza, were the several documents. 

The bill to incorporate the Colorado Navigation Com- 
pany was taken up end read a third time by its caption. 
The ayes and noes being called for, on the passage of 
the bill, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Brenan, 
Gazley, Hardiman, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Sutherland, 
Thornton—16. 

Nozs—Messrs. Clark, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Rowlett—6: passed. The title is “An Act to 
Incorporate the Colorado Navigation Company.” 
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The several finance bills were taken up on their se- 
cond reading, and Mr. Branch moved to postpone their 
consideration .until Wednesday. next. The Ayes and 
Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, En- 
glish, Gazley, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Power, 

Rusk, Rowlett, Thernton—18. 

Nors—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, Gant, 
Hardiman, Linn, Menifee, Ponton, Sutherland—9. 

The orders of the day were so far suspended, on 
motion of Mr. Rusk, as to take up the joint resolution for 

‘the purchase of the laws of Coahuila and Texas, on its 
second reading. 

Mr. Rusk moved to amend by inserting “provided 
their cost shall not exceed more than $1200 :” adopted. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria offered a substitute for the joint 
resolution which was adopted, and on his motion the 

rule was suspended and the bill read a third time and 
passed: and the title is “a joint resolution for the com- 
pensation of Manuel Carabajal.” 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and 
the joint resolution for the relief of Lucinda Shannon 
was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria the rule was sus- 
pended, and the bill read a third time. Ayes and Noes 
being called for, on the final passage of the bill, the vote 
stood thus : 

Ayves—Messrs. Baker, Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jack, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland, Thompson, Thornton—18. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, English, Gant, Linn, 
Ponton—6. 

And the title is “a joint resolution for the relief of 
Lucinda Shannon.” 

Mr. Gant introduced a bill for the relief of Stilman 
8. Curtis. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the House adjourned to 
3 o'clock p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
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- The bill for the relief of Stilman S. Curtis was read 
first time. 

Mr. Sutherland introduced a bill providing for the 
issuing of attachments in certain cases: read first time. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill relating to foreign 
vessels: read a first time, and, on Mr. Jack’s motion, 
referred to committee on naval affairs. __ 

Mr. Jack introduced a joint resolution to authorize the 
auditor to pay the commissioners appointed to receive 
proposals to Locate the Seat of Government five dollars 
each per day: read a first time, and on his motion the 
rule was suspended and the bill read a second and third 
time and passed, and the title is “a joint resolution to 
compensate the commisioners- appointed to locate the 
Seat of Government.” 

Mr. Douglass introduced the account of Dr. A. Jones, 
and on his motion it was referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Brenan introduced a bill to provide for the ‘ pro- 
tection of the South Western Frontier: read first time. 

Mr. Gazley introduced a bill relating to forfeited lands: 
read first time. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill levying taxes on cer- 
tian lands: read first time. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Gazley for five 
days. | 

The act to create the county of Fort Bend: read 
third time by its caption and passed, and the title is, 
“ An Act to create the county of Fort Bend.” 

The act to revise the several Tariff Laws, was takeu 
up, and on motion of Mr. Sutherland, laid on the table. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of Red 
River, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett, the following additional 
section was added :—That the first county court for said 
county shall be held in Clarksville, on the second Mon- 
day in January, 1838, at which time and place the chief 
justice of said county shall appoint two commissioners 
from the upper end, and two from the lower end, and 
one from the centre of said county, whose duty it shall 
be (after being duly sworn) to locate the temporary seat 
of justice for said county, and make report thereof to the 
chiefjustice of said county, within fifteen days after they 
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shall have been so appointed, and it shall be b.. of 
said chief justice to hold an election for all the officers of. 
said county, in conformity with the laws in such cases 
made and provided. 

On motion of Mr. Hardiman the Speaker was request- 
ed to remind the members of the House of the rule in 
regard toleaving the chamber without leave, &c. 

Mr. Rowlett moved to suspend thé rule, and the bill 
to define the boundaries of Red River county was 
read a third time and passed, and, i 

The title is “ar. act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Red River and to organize the same.” 

On Mr. Sutherland’s motion the bill for the relief of 
persons who have lost property during the war was 
taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Branch’ offered the following amendments ‘or 
who had their property stolen or pressed.” 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the House adjourned till 10 
o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY, Nov. 25, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the preceding day being read. 

Mr. Jack presented the petition of Charles J. O’Con- 
ner, and others, which was, 

On his motion, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to enlist two hundred 
and fifty mounted gun men; read a first time. 

Mr. Rowlett introduced a bill to create the county ot 
Fannin a Senatorial District: read a first time. 

Mr. Power presented the account of Samuel Lansing- 
ham, and, 

On his motion, it was referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Jack, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
fea and recommended the adoption of the following 

s: i 

“A billto appoint some person to revise the Laws 
and report a digest of the same.” 

“ A bill granting land to J. C. Neil.” 
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“ Anvact supplementary to an act for the suppression 
or gambling.” 

“An act to authorize an injunction to be granted 
against the proprietors of the Texas Rail Road, Naviga- 
tion and Banking Company.” 

“A bill for the relief of R. J. Calder.” 

“An act relating to District Courts and District 
Judges.” 

“An act to make the Associate Justices’ Notaries 
Public ex-officio.” 

“An act to authorize the Clerks of the Courts to em- 
ploy deputies.” 

“A bill prescribing the proof necessary to admit 


- Deeds to record. 


“ A billto prohibit the trafic with slaves.” 

The petition of Margaret Jameson; and the petition of 
Samuel M°Culloch, they recommend to postpone indefi- 
nitelv; as also the bill to bind persons to keep the peace: 
they also informed the House that they hada bill in 
progress for the amendment of the Judiciary Laws; 
passed at the first session of Congress. 

On Mr. Gant’s motion, the report and papers were 
laid cn the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the House adjourned till 3 
o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

"Mr. Baker presented the petition of A. R. Bodman, 
with accompanying documents. 

On bis motion, referred to the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

Mr. Thornton presented the petition of W. N. Bro- 
navgh, which, 

On his motion, was referred to a Select Committee of 
three, . 

Messrs. Power, Branch and Brenan were appointed 
ike Committee. 

Mr. Douglass introduced a bill to provide for the re- 
moval of obstructions in the navigation or the rivers 
Attoyac and Angelina: read a first time. 

Mr. Jack, from the Committee on County Boundaries, 
reported a bill to define the boundaries of the county of 
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Robertson, (from the Senate,) as amended: read a 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brenan the Committee on County 
Boundaries were instructed to report a bill to define the 
boundaries of the county of Bexar. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass the Judiciary Commit- 
tee were instructed to report a bill to organize the county 
Courts. 

Mr. Baker offered a joint resolution to authorize the 
Secretary of State to have translated in the Spanish 
language certain Laws: read a first time. 

Mr. Gant introduced a bill to authorize the county 
courts to grant divorces: read a first time. 

Mr, Linn introduced a bill to create the Colleetoral 
District of La Bacca: read a first time. ' 

On motion of Mr. Ponton referred to a Select Com- 
mittee of three: 

Messrs. Ponton, Linn and Thointon were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Baker introduced a bill to incorporate the City of 
Bexar. i ; 

On motion the House adjourned till 10 o’clock, Mon- 
day, a. M. 
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Moxpay, 10 o’cLocK, Nov. 27, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of Saturday being read, 

Mr. Douglass, Chairman of the Committee on Claims 
and Acounts, reported that the claims of B. D. A?Clure 
should not be allowed, there not being sufficient vouch- 
ers; they cannot allow the claim of R. R. Royal, tor 
goods, $166 75; for goods lost at Bexar and Goliad, 
$2,497 80; for damage and loss on cotton in consequence 
of his boat being pressed by the authorities of Mata- 
gorda, $3,000; they think he may be able te recover by 
suit in a court of Justice, but the vouchers are too incom- 
plete for them to report favorably. 
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They recommend the passage of.a law to regulate 
such claims so that the time of the House will not 
be taken up with them; and the following joint resolu- 
tion for the payment to John Forbes his claim of $2,068 
52; to widow M’Coy, by her attorney, $78; Maria An- 
tonio de la Garza for cattle furnished the army at Victo- 
toria, $600; to R. R. Royal, as per vouchers, $3,905 88 
to H. C. Hudson, $300; Jobn A. Zambrano’s claims as 
per Seeretary of War’s certificate, $ 3 to J. J. Linn, 
in Promissory notes, $1,466 02; they also report the 
claim of Albert Emanuel as just for horses, money 
and goods furnished to volunteers, and recommend its 
allowance: bill read a first time. 

Mr. Branch, Chairman of the Select Committee to 
whom was referred the bill to incorporate the city of 
Houston: reported a substitute for the same. 

Mr. Thompson, from the Special Committee to whom 
swas referred the petition and papers of Major A. Le- 
grand, reported a joint resolution for his relief: read a 
first time. 

A communication from the Auditor, with the account 
of F. W. Thornton, was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, referred to a Select 


“~Semmittee, consisting of Messrs. Thompson, Rusk and 


Power. -` —- 

The joint resolution fixing the time of adjournment was 
taken up. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out the words “to meet 
at Washington on the Brazos,” and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stoọd 
thus, 

Ayres—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, 
Jack, Linn, Menifee, Ponton, Power and Sutherland— 
10. 

Nozs—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Douglass, English, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, 
Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton—16: 
lost. 

Mr. Gant moved to lay the resolution on the table: 
lost. 

Mr. Menifee moved to strike out “2nd December :” 
lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to postpone indefinitely. 
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The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Branch, Baker, Clark, Jack, Linn 
and Power—6. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton—19: lost. 

The vote was then taken on the adoption of the reso- 
lution. 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Lumpkin, 
M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and 
Thornton—16. ; 

Nots—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Jack, Linn, 
Menifee, Ponton, Power and Sutherland—9: adopted. 

The bill to amend the several Tariff Laws-was taken 
up on its second reading. 

Mr. Menifee moved to postpone the same to Monday 
next: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk it was referred to a Select 
Committee of three: 

Messrs. Rusk, Thornton and Lumpkin were appointed 
the Committee. f 

An act to compensate persons who lost property du- 
ring the war was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Branch moved to insert in the first section after 
“army” the words “for alt horses which were stolen 
ftom any citizen while absent in defence of his country; 
for all the hogs, cattle and other provisions, used or de- 
stroyed by the citizens of Texas, on their flight from 
the Mexicans; for all the plank used in crossing the 
tivers of Eastern Texas; and for all other property of 
whatever description used, stolen, or destroyed in any 
manner whatever, during the campaign of 1836.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, 

Aves—-Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burlesen, Clark, 


English, Grigsby, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, l 


Rowlett and Thompson—12. 

_Nozs—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Douglass, Gant, Har- 
diman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, 
Ponton, Power, Sutherland and Thornton—14: lost, 
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Mr. Thompson moved to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for; the vote stood 
ihus: 

Ayses—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Doug- 
lass, English, Grigsby, Jack, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Pier- 
pont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton—15. 

Nors—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Gant, Hardiman, 
Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Ponton, Power 
and Sutherland—11: indefinitely postponed. 

The act to create the county of Robertson was taken 
up on its third reading. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for onthe passage, 
the vote stood thus: i 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, M’ Kinney, Pierpont, Pon- 
ton, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton—19. 

Nores=—Messrs. Douglass, Jack, Linn, Menifee and 
Power—é: passed, and, 

The title is **an act creating the county of Robert: 
son.’ 

The bill for the relief of Walker, & Barton was taken 
up on its second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gant, laid on the table. - 

Mr. Rowlett moved to suspend the rule, to introduce 
a resolution: lost. 

A. joint resolution for the relief of C, C. DeWitt was 
taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, eighty-seven 
dollars was inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

An act to establish the boundaries of the county of 
Gonzales was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Linn referred to the Committee on 
County Boundaries. 

The act to provide for the trial and punishment of 
slaves, and free persons of color, taken up on its second 
reading. : . 

On motion of Mr. Jack it was referred to a Select 
Committee of three: ° 

Messrs. Jack, Thompson and Jones of Brazoria were 
appointed said committee. , 
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On motion of Mr. Thompson the House adjourned till 
3 o'clock, p. m. 

THREE O CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker being absent, 

On motion, Mr. Menifee took the chair. 

The bill to compensate persons who were at the battle 
of San Jacinto was taken up on its second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Menifee laid on the table. 

The bill to exempt certain property from execution 
was taken upon its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee “five milch cows and 
calves” was stricken out, .and “two milch cows and 
calves” inserted. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Linn, Menifee, 
Ponton, Power and Thompson—13. 

Nors—Messrs. ‘Branch, Brenan, Gant, Hill, Lump- 
kin, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thornton and Sutherland 
—10. 

Mr. Thompson moved to strike out “one yoke of 
oxen, twenty head of hogs and one wagon or cart.” 
en Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Avyrs—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Hardiman, Linn, Menifee, Ponton and Thomp- 
son—10. 

Nozrs—-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Pierpont, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thorton—13: lost, 

Mr. Menifee moved to postpone the bill indefinitely. 
aon Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 

us: j 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Hardiman, Linn, Menifee, Ponton, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, and Thompson—13. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, 
Lumpkin, Pierpont, Rusk, and Thornton—9: indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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Tvurspay, 10 o'cLocK, Nov. 28, 1837. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. English moved to reconsider the voteof yesterday, 
postponing indefinitely the bill to exempt from execution 
certain property: adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brenan the bill was then referred 
toa Select Committee of three; 

Messrs. Brenan, Rusk and Pierpont were appointed 
the Committee. 

Mr. Rusk moved to re-consider the vote ‘indefinitely 
postponing the bill for the compensation of persons who 
lost property during the War: lost. 

Mr. Jack from the Judiciary Committee reported a 
bill relating to the granting of injunctions: read a first 
time; also, 

A bill to provide for taking testimony by interroga- 
tories: read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule to introduce a 
petition: lost. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred 
the Finance Bills and other bills to raise a public reve- 
nue, reported a bill relating to forfeited lands: read a 
first time. 

Mr. Jack, from the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred the bill for the trial and punishment of slaves 
and free persons of color, reported the same as amended. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the joint select committee 
to whom was referred the report of the Commissioners to 
locate permanently the seat of government, reported 
they had had the subject under consideration, and had 
come to the determination to recommend that a joint 
committee of both houses be appointed to visit, in the 
recess of Congress, the different places proposed for 
the seat of government, and other places, as may be 
proposed, and report fully thereon in the early part of 
the first meeting of Congress after the adjournment, they 
also inlurined the house that a resolution to that effect 
had been offered in the Senate : report concurred in. 

Mr. Ponton, from the Select Committee 1o whom was 
referred the bill to create the Collectoral District of La 
Bacca, reported the same without amendment. 
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On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill to provide for the 
protection of the South Western frontier, and the-bill to _ 
raise 250 mounted gun men, were taken up. 
| The latter was amended, on motion of Mr. Rusk, by 
| inserting in the second section after “ block houses” the 
| words ‘ which shall be upon vacant land.” . 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the following additional-sec- 
tions were added : 

“That there shall be reserved at each of the block 
| houses that shall be built under the provisions of this 
| act, one forth of a league of land for public purposes.” 
| “That the Secretary of war shall be, and he is’ here- 
| by authorized to grant to as many persons as he may 

choose, the exclusive right of trading with the Indians, 
| not.to exceed one at each block house.” 
| On motion of Mr. Douglass the bill was referred to a 
| Select Committee of three: 

Messrs. Douglass, Rusk and Jack were appointed the 

| committee. s 
| On motion, Messrs. Burleson and Brenan were add- 
| ed to the committee. 
On motion of Mr. Patton the report of the committee 
| to whom was referred the question relating to the eligi- 
| bility of the Chief Justices of the County Courts to a 
| seatin Congress was taken up. 
| On motion of Mr. Thompson the report was re-com- 
| mitted to the committee with instructions to report a 
| resolution to carry out the same. - 
A message was received from thè Senate informing 
| the House that they had concurred in the bill for the 
| relief of H. Coffee, & Co.; and in the bill to fix the salary 
| of Indian Commissioners, with an amendment, which, 
On motion of Mr. Thompson, was disagreed to. 
The bill from the Judiciary Committee prescribing 
| the proof necessary to admit deeds to record, was taken 
| Up on its first reading. 
On motion Mr. Rusk referred to a Select Committee of 
| three to report to-morrow. Messrs. Rusk, Jack and 
| Grant, were appointed the Committee. 
| Mr. Patton from the Committee te whom was referred 
the report. of the Committee on the Chief Justices of the 
| County Courts being eligible to a seat in this House, re- 
| Ported the following resolution: 
17 
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“ Whereas, the office of Chief Justice of the County of 
Bexar is vacated, the former incumbent having resign- 
ed, therefore 
Resolved, That the Senate be respectfully invited to 

join with this House, to-morrow at 11 o'clock, for the 

purpose of electing by joint vote, a Chief Justice for the 

County of Bexar. a 
On motion of Mr. Grant, Saturday was inserted in 

place of ‘‘to-morrow,” and on his motion laid on the ta- 

ble. 

The following resolution was adopted: i 

“ That the office of Chief Justice and member of this 
House, cannot constitutionally be vested in one individ- 
val.” 

An act relating to District Judges and District Courts 
was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Rusk moved to refer it toa Select Committee of 
three : lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out the first section, and, 

R The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayxes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Hardiman, Jack, Ponton, Rusk and Suther- 
land—10. 

Noss—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Brenan, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hill, Linn, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Power. 
Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton—14: lost. - ` 

On motion of Mr. Hardiman, the House adjourned 
till 3 o’clock, P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill relating to District Judges and District 
Courts wes taken up. 

Mr. Jack offered the following additionalsection : 

«That from and after the passage of this act it shai 
not be lawful for any District Judge to absent himsel! 
from his district for more than two months during the 
course of one year, nor shall any District Judge neglect 
or fail to attend the regular terms of the Circuit and 
Supréme Courts, and should any Judge violate the 
provisions of this section it shall be considered sufficient 
cause for impeachment and removal from office ; prov 
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| ded, that such absence shall not be construed so as to 
| prevent a Judge from attending the circuit courts in any 
| other Circuit or the Supreme Court: adopted. 

| Mr. Rusk moved to strike out “trial term” and in- 
| sert “ appearanee term” in the third section: lost. 

| Mr. Rusk offered a substitute for the bill. 

| The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus, | 

| Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, Douglass, 
| English,-.Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, 
| Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Sutherland and Thorn- 
| ton—16. 

| Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Gant, Hardi- 
| man, Hill, and Thompson—7: adopted. 

| Mr. Thompson moved to postpone the bill indefinitely: 
| lost. 
| The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading: -i 

| Mr. Rusk, from the Committee to whom was referred 
| the bill regulating the recording of deeds, reported 
| a substitute for the same. 

| On motion of Mr. Branch, postponed till to-morrow 
morning. ° 

Mi. Baker from the Committee on county boundaries 
| reported‘a substitute for the bill to define the boundaries 
of the county of Gonzales. 

Mr. Linh from the minority of the committee reported 
| against the same, and offered the following reasons: 

First, Because the county boundaries were establish- 
ed by an act of the Congress of Coahuila and Texas, 
per transcript taken from the Secretary of State’s 
etice. 7 

Secondly, Inasmuch as the people tesiding in the 
county have petitioned Congress against the partition of 
any part of the ‘county, they being satisfied with the 
present location and boundaries, and as it requires at 
least one hundred signers to create a division of, or make 
anew ‘county, to comply with the letter of the Consti- 
tution: 

Third, Tam of opinion that if the Congress make a 
division as asked for by the member from Gonzales, 
many persons will be compelled to have their land sur- 
veyed over again, and create considerable confusion, as 
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respects lines, some of whick will be in both counties, 
therefore, I would recommend i::+ following resolution: 

‘ That one man be’appointed by the Court from each 
of the counties of Bexar, Gonzales, and Victoria, to act 
as Commissioners to run the boundary lines between 
the aforesaid counties, whose report shall be made tothe 
Secretary of State a copy of which shall be left with the 
county clerk of each of the counties aforesaid, which 
report shall be final. 

(Signed,) J. J. LINN.” 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned 
till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, 9 o’cLock, a. M., Nov. 29, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the preeeding day being read. 

Mr. Douglass, from the Committee on Claims and 
Accounts, reported favorably to the claim of A. R. 
Bordman and W. D. Martin ; they recommend the pe- 
tition of W. Lansingham to the action of the House; 
they cannot agree to allow the claims of Samuel Whi- 
ting; or the account of J. E. C. Johnston for a horse; 
there is not sufficient evidence to support the claim of 
Handy & Lusk, and cannot allow it ; they also presented 
a joint resolution for the relief of Sylvanus Hatch: read 
a first time. l 

On motion of Mz. Rusk the rule was suspended, and 
the resolution read a second time and ordered tobe 
engrossed. for a third reading. 

Mr. Rusk moved to disagree to so much of the report 
as relates to the claim of Handy & Lusk: lost. 

Mr. Rusk, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the petitionof C. J. O’Conner, and 
others, reported against the same, as the claim was not 
sufficiently sustained by vouchers or testimony: con- 
curred in. 

Mr. Baker from the Cornmittee on County Bounda- 
ries, reported the bill to define the boundaries of the 
county of Wasbmgton, as amended. 

Mr. Rusk moved to re-consider the vote of yesterday 
refusing to suspend the rule to allow him to present the 
petition of General Chambers: lost. 
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Mr. Thompson, from the Select Committee to whom 
was referred the papers of F. W. Thornton, reported a 
joint resolution for his relief: read a first time. _ 

Mr. Power, from the Select Committee to wom was 
referted the petition of W. N. Bronaugh, reported 
against the same: concurred in. 

The joint resolution for the relief of C. C. DeWitt 
was taken up and read a third time, and passed: and, 
the title is as above. 

The bill relating to District Courts and Judges was 
read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Power, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton—24. 

Nors—Messrs. Gantand Thompson—2: passed, and, 

The title is “an act to require the district Judges to 
reside permanently in their proper districts, and for 
other purposes.” 

The Finance Bills were taken up and, 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to postpone their con- 
sideration till the first Monday in May next. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Avyvrs—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, English, 
Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson 
and ‘Thornton—17. 

' Nors—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Douglass, Gant, Har- 
diman, Linn, Ponton, Power, and Sutherland—9: post- 
poned. - 

The bill to define the boundaries of the county of Gon- 
zales was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, laid on the table. 

The bill to prohibit the traffic in slaves, and for 
other purposes, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, with instructions to report the first of May next. 

The bill for the suppression of gambling was taken 
Up, and, 
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On motion of Mr. Thompson, referred to the Judici- 
ary Committee with instructions to report on the first 
of May next. “3 

The bill for the relief of J. C. Neill was taken up and 
reada first time. On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was 
suspended and the bill placed onits second reading. 

On his motion the blank was filled with “half a 
league of land.” 

On motion of Mr. Patton the bill was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The petition of Margaret Jameson wasstaken up and 
indefinitely postponed on motion of Mr. Jack. 

The bill to authorize the clerks of the district and coun- 
ty courts to employ deputies was taken up‘ on its second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “required” was 
substituted for “compelled” and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. a 

The bill authorizing the appointment of some persons 
to make a digest of the laws was taken up on its second 
1eading. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the bill was referred to a select 
committee of three: 

Messrs. Jack, Jones of Brazoria, and Menifee were 
appointed the committee. 

An act to authorize an injunction to be issued against 
the proprietors of the Texas Rail Road and Banking 
Companies taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk “quo warranto” were strick- 
en outand the words“ sciera facias” inserted : ordered 
to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The following bills reported by the committee to whom 
was referred the unfinished business of the last session 
ot the first Congress were read: 

“A resolution calling on the Secretary of State for infor- 
mation relating to Gen. T. J. Chambers: indefinitely 
postponed. 
_ “The bill to fix the salary of revenue officers : indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

« A bill to define the public domain, and define the 
locations : rejected. 

“An act to allow Greenbury Logan and his wife to 
remain permanently in the county : rejected. 
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“ An act providing for the authenticating of deeds. 

On motion of Mr, Rusk laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the remainder of the bills 
reported by the Committee, not yet acted on, were laid . 
on the table.  _ 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill relating to the record- 
ing of deeds was taken up and read; also, the substitute 
offered for the same, which, ón motion, was adopted. 

On Mr. Jack’s motion the following proviso was added 
to the last section: 

« That when such counties aré organized the same 
shall be recorded in their proper county within six 
months.” 

Mr. Gant moved to postpone the bill till the first of 
May next. 

The Ayes and Noes being called för, the vote stood 
thus: 

Axes—Messrs. Branch, Clark, Gant, Hill, M’Kinney, 
Pierpont: 6. l 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, Patton, Ponton, Power, Rusk, Rowlett, Suther- 
land, Thompson, and Thornton: 19. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the following proviso was 
added to the bill: “Provided that no lien, deed, intrust, 
or mortgage, shall affect the rights of third persons, 
until it shall have been proven and recorded as herein 
required.” The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The report of the Committee on Ways and Means 
was then taken up and read. 

Mr. Branch moved to disagree to so much of the re- 
port as relates to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
called for the Ayes and Noes. 

Ayrs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Jack, M’Kinney, 
Rusk, Sutherland, Thompson: 13. i 

Nors—Messrs. Clark, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones 
of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Power, Thornton, 18: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the remainder of 
the report was concurred in. 

A messagé was received from the Senate, informing 
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the House that they had passed a joint resolution for 
remunerating the Commissioners to close the Land Offi- 
ces, and Commissioners receipting for monies in the 
hands of the then Government of Coahuila and Texas; 
also, informing the House that they had withdrawn their 
amendments to the bill fixing the salaries of Indian 
Commissioners, and asked the concurrence of the House 
to the bill, which was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
3 o'clock p. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill to defne the boundaries of the County of 
Gonzales was taken up on motion of Mr. Ponton, on its 
second reading, and on his motion ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion of rM. Burleson, the orders of the day were 
suspended, and the bill to define the boundaries of the 
County of Mina was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the word “ pro- 
posed” was inserted previous to the words “ new county 
of Fayette.” 

On motion of Mr. Baker the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

The title is “An Act to Define the Boundaries of the 
County of Mina.” 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the President’s 
message was referred to the following committees: so 
much as relates to our foreign affairs, to that committee; so 
much as relates to the judiciary to that committee ; so 
much as relates to the finances of the country, to the 
Committee on Ways and Means; so much as relates to 
the army and military, tothe Military Committee; somuch 
relates to naval affairs, to that committee; so much as 
relates to the public mails, to committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads; so much as relates to Indian Affairs, te 
that committee; so much as relates to our enemy, the 
Mexicans, to committee on State of the Republic. 

The bill to define the boundaries of the county of 
Washington, was taken up on its second reading; rule 
suspended and read a third time, and passed, and the 
title is ‘* An act defining the boundaries of the county of 
Washington.” 
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On motion of Mr. Ponton, the rule was suspended, and 
ihe bill to define the boundaries of the county of Gon- 
zales was taken up and read third time, and passed, and 
is entitled ‘ An act defining the boundaries of the county 
of Gonzales. 

The act to provide for the trial and punishment of 
slaves and free persons of color, was taken up on its 
second reading. The word “burglary” was inserted in 
the first section, on motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria. 

On Mr. Jack’s motion, the words ‘known to the com- 
mon law of England” was inserted in the second sec- 
tion, after the word ‘“‘misdemeanor:” ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Walker and Barton was taken 
up, and, on Mr. Rusk’s motion, was laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner San 
- Jacinto was taken up, and, on motion, was laid dn the 
table. 

The bill granting further time to the commissioners to 
locate the seat of government was indefinitely post- 

oned. 
i The bill making an appropriation for the use of the 
hospital: taken up and laid on the table, on Mr. Rusk’s 
motion. 

The bill granting land to those who were at the battle 
ot San Jacinto, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Rusk moved to strike out 640, and imsert 320 
acres: lost. Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time. Ayes and Noes being called 
for, the vote stood thus : 

Avres—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Douglass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, Power, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Thornton: 19. 

Nozs—Messrs. Jack, Menifee, M,Kinney, Ponton, 
Thompson: 5—passed. The title is “A bill granting 
land to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto.” 

The bill defining the boundaries of the County of San 
Augustine, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Thompson offered a substitute, which was adopt- 
ed, and, on his motion, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read by its title and passed, Tne title is “An 
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act to define the bouudaries of the County of San Au- - 


gustine.” 

A joint resolution authorizing the county courts to 
grant bank charters was taken up, and, on motion of 
Mr. Thompson, postponed till the first of January, nine- 
teen hundred. 

The joint resolution making an appropriation for the 
use of the General Land Office, was taken up on its se- 
cond reading. 

The following section was added on motion of Mr. 
Rusk. 

That the sum of Five Hundred Dollars be, and the 
sume is hereby appropriated for the purchasing of sta- 
tionary, forthe use of both Houses of Congress, and that 


the Treasurer is hereby authorized to pay over to the _ 


respective Secretaries and Clerks the above sum, and 
that'the Secretaries and Clerks be required to produce 
the vouchers, shcwing what disposition they may have 
made ofthe above sum at the next meeting of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of B., the rule suspended, and 
the resolution read third time and passed. 

The title is “A Joint Resolution, appropriating money 
tor the use of the General Land Office, and for contin- 
gent expenses of both Houses of Congress.” 

A Joint Resolution releasing the depopulated counties 
of Refugio, San Patricio, Goliad, Gonzales and Mina, 
from the tax on Land for the year’ 1837, was taken up 
on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, Bexar was added. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was laid on the table. 

A Joint Resolution allowing extra pay to Samuel 
Moore, taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Patton one dollar was stricken out 
and twenty cents inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the rule was suspended and 
the bill read a third time. 

The quostion “shall the bill pass?” being put, the 
bill was lost. 

The joint resolution for the relief of John Buchanan 
was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. English the rule was suspended and 
the billread a third time and passed. 

The title “is an act for the relief of John Buchanan.” 


203 i 


On motion of ‘Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House ad- 
journed till 10 o’clock, to-morrow mornin g. 
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Tuurspay, Nov. 30, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the preceding day being read. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passeda resolution for the 
relief of John Woodruff and asked the House to concur 
therein. 

Mr. Rusk from the Military Committee to whom was 
referred the bill to compensate J. C. Neil, reported a 
substitute for the same. g 

Mr. Rusk, from the select committee to- whom was 
referred the bill to amend the several tarif laws reported 
a substitute for the same. 

Mr. Rusk, from the select committee to whom was 
referred the bill to define the boundaries of the county of 
Jackson reported a substitute for the same. 

Mr. Baker chairman ofthe Committee on enrolled 
bills reported the following bills as having received the 
signature of the President. ' ; 

“ An act appointing Notaries Public. 

“ An act incorporating the town of Brazoria. 

“ An act appropriating money to purchase a house for 
the President. 

“ A joint resolution requiring the Auditoy to audit the 
claim of Nelson Jones. 

‘A joint resolution appointing a committee on printing. 

“A joint resolution for the relief of Holland Coffee 
& Co.” 

Mr. Rusk, from the select committee to whom was 
referred the account of F. W. Thornton, reported a 
joint resolution for his relief: read a first time, ; 

-A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution allow- 
ing the Secretary of War an additional clerk, and asking 
the House to concur therein. 

Mr. Rusk asked leave of absence for the remainder 
of the session, for the honorable Mr. Power, which was 
granted. 
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The bill to provide for the trial of slaves and free per- 
sons of colour, was taken up and read a third time by 
its capiivu and passed. i 

The tue is “an act to provide for the punishment of 
crimes *:c .usdemeanours committed by slaves and 
free pere 3:3 ef colour.” 

The joist resolution for the relief of S. Hatch was 
taken up and :°ad a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the rule was suspended -and 
the bili amended by striking out all after the words 
“quarter master” in the bill, and inserting which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts of 
the House of Representatives, and by them mislaid or 
lost:” and passed. 

The title ic ‘an act for the relief of S. Hatch.” 

The act to authorize an injunction and other proceed- 
ings to be granted against the proprietors of the Texas 
Rail Road, Navigation and Banking Company, was 
taken up and read a third time and passed, and that is 
the title. 

The act relating tothe recording of Deeds was taken 
up and read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the passage, 
the vote s.ood thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardimen, Jack, Linn, 
Menifee, Pation, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson 
and Thorton—17. 

Nozs—wMessrs. Branch, Clark, Gant, Hill, and Pier- 
pont—35: passed. 

The title is “an act to amend the several laws rela- 
ting to the recording of deeds, mortgages, &c. 

The acts authorizing the clerks of county courts to 
employ deputies was read a third time by its caption and 
passed, and, 

The title is “an act to authorize the clerks of the sev- 
eral couris to appoint deputies and requiring them to 
keep their offices at the county seat.” 

The joint resolution from the Senate to allow the Sec- 
retary of War to employ an additional clerk, read a 
first time 22d the rule was suspended and the resolution 
placed on its second reading. 

On Mr. Patton’s motion the words “ for the term of 
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six months” was inserted in the bill; the words “ assis- 
tant clerk” was also added. E. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the rule was then sus-. 
pended, and the bill read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Jones, of Brazoria, the House ad- 
journed till 3 o’clock, to enable the members to attend 
the funeral of the late major Gabriel Long. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
John Woodruff was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended and 
the bill put on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk “Secretary” of War was 
stricken out and “Treasurer” inserted, and ‘‘out of the 
above. appropriation” stricken out and “‘of the promisso- 
ry notes of the government” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 


The following communication was then read from the 
Secretary of the Treasury. ` 


City of Houston, Nov. 30, 1837. 
Jo the honorable, the Speaker, and 


members of the House of Representatives, 


GENTLEMEN:—The accompenying documents will 
show the situation of my department up to the date 
therein named, owing to the great press of business, 
together with the indisposition of my chief clerk, has 
prevented me from sending in my annual report at an 
earlier period of the session. i 

itis hoped however that no injury will result from its 
delay; which was unavoidable. It will be seen in one 
ofthe documents, under the head of special liabilities, the 
amount necessary to be appropriated for their payment, 
inasmuch as they were created under circumstances 
of pressing necessity, with the pledges of government 
for their certain redemption at maturity, I would suggest 
the propriety of authorizing their payment in the prom- 


‘ssory notes of the government. Their drafts are gen- 
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erally past due, and if possible should be redeemed. Tę 
is the duty of this department to furnish your body with 
estimates of the probable current and contingent ex- 
penses of the government for the ensuing year. Some 
time previous to the meeting of your body a call on the 
different heads of departments was made to send in their 
estimates, in order that they should be laid before you 
in a condensed form, to the end that the necessary ap- 
propriations should be made. At an early period of the 
called session a committee was appointed by your body 
to make acall on each head of department for that 
information which superseded the necessity of further 
information on that subject. It is confidently hoped 
therefore, that the proper appropriations will be made. 

: The law authorizing the assessment and collection of 
a direct tax seems not to have been executed in confor- 
mity with its provisions, as but few returns have as yet 
been transmitted to this department, as such Iam un- 
advised whether or not the law referred to is in success- 
ful operation. 

The collectors of revenue at the different ports 
have been instructed to note and transmit to this de- 
partment any errors or difficulties which might present 
themselves in the execution of the Tariff laws, and 
also such remarks as might seem expedient for their 
amendment, only one of the collectors however have 
thought proper to make suggestions, which are herewith 
transmitted. In conformity with a law passed atthe last 
session requiring this department to have surveyed and 
sold the different Islands on the coast; Galveston isthe 
only one which has been:surveyed and the lots brought 
into market. I herewith transmit the account rendered 
by the surveyor for the investigation of your body. 
vou will therefore please to submit it to such investiga- 
tion as the circumstances of the case may seem to re- 
quire. Inasmuch as the accompanying documents are 
voluminous, and contain information of interest, both of 
a general and special character, it is confidently hoped 
that the Honorable, the Senate will be permitted, on ap- 
plication to avail themselves of their use. 

With sentiments, &c., &c., 
(BSigned,) HENRY SMITH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the documents 
accompanying the report were referred to a select com~ 
mittee of five to make an abstract of the same and have 
published 500 copies. 

Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, Rusk, Thompson, Menifee, 
and Clark were appointed the committee. 

The joint resolution from the Senate to remunerate 
ihe commissioners to close the General Land Office was 
taker. up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was indefinitely 
postponed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War 
to discharge certain officers was taken up, and, 

Qn motion of Mr. Patton, referred to the Military Com- 
mittee. 

The bill creating the county of Montgomery was 
taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Hill offered a substitute which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “not less than two 
hundred acres” were inserted after “seat of justice.” 

The word ‘Senator’ on Mr. Jack’s motion was 
stricken out, and the words “ that Washington and Mont- 
gomery shall coustitute one Senatorial District” insert- 
ed at the end of the section. 

The rule was suspended and the bill passed. 

The title is “an act to create the county of Moatgem- 
ery.” 
| The bill defining the boundaries ofthe county of Jack- 
| Son was taken up on Mr. Sutherland’s motion. 

Mr. Linn moved to refer it to a special committee: lost. ` 

| On motion of Mr. Thompson the rule was suspended , 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

| The title is “an act to define the boundariés of the 

| county of Jackson.” 

| _ The bill for the compensation of persons wounded 

during the war was taken up on its second reading: 

On motion of Mr. Menifee the second section was 
| Stricken out. 
| On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended, and 
| the bill read a third time and passed. 

The title is “an act making provision for persons 
who have been permanently disabled in the service of 

exas. ° 
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Qn motion of Mir. English the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Fripay, 10 o’cLock, a. M. Dec. 1, 1837. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Linn handed in the following protest, and on his 
request it was ordered to be entered on the journals: 

i protest against the passage of the act defining the 
boundaries of the county of Jackson, so far as relates 
to crossing the La Bacca river, and taking six miles on 
the west side of La Bacca river, comencing at the lower 
line of Kent’s league, and running to the bay, the for- 
mer line was a just and natyral one, and ought not to be 
altered, and more particularly as the inhabitants of Vic- 
toria County have respectfully petitioned Congress to 
let the boundary remain as it was established by the 
iormer government between them and Jackson, I hold 
it to be the true republican principle for the people 
alone to regulate their own municipal boundaries, as to 
what particular section or country they ought to be 
attached to. And, further, from the facts now in my 
possession, the county of Victoria will not tave the 
constitutional quantity of square miles if said partition 
:akes place. 

(Signed,) JOHN J. LINN. 

Houston, Nov. 30th 1837. 

Mr. Douglass, from the select committee to whow: 
was referred the several bills for the protection of the 
trontier, reported a substitute for the same. 

Gn motion of Mr. Rusk the Speaker was requested t 
invite the Rev’ds. Mr. Fowler and Mr. M’Gowan, chap- 
lains of the Senate, to officiate in that capacity to the 
House every morning. l , 

Mr. Douglass, chairman of the Committee on Claim 
end Accounts, reported the claim of Dr. A. J ones, ab 
moved its reference tothe Committee on Military Ai 
“airs: report concurred in. ; 

A communication from the chief justice of Brazor 
was read, informing the House that Brazoria had te- 
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ceived a majority of thirty votes for the seat of justice 
of that county over the town of Columbia. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria introduced .a joint resolution 
to carry the same into effect: read a first time, and, 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
tead a second and third time and passed. ` 

The title is “a joint resolution locating permanently 
the seat of justice of the county of Brazoria.” 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill for the 
relief of Manuel Carabajal. 

Mr. Ponton moved that the several accounts acted on 
and returned to the House by the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts be taken up and disposed of: lost. 

Mr. Patten moved to take up the resolution for the 
appointing of a chief justice of the county of Bexar 
which was done, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary to report to-morrow. 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion the act to raise a revenue by 
impost duties was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass the House resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill. 


Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, in the chair. . 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the committee rose, and their 
chairman reported the bill as amended and adopted, 
and asked to be discharged. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill amenda- 
tory to the several acts granting bounty lands, and had 
passed a bill granting certain privileges to the steam 
ship, Columbia, &c., and asked the concurrence of the 
House therein and also a joint resolution for the relief 
of John M. Clifton; and an act for the relief of the 
heirs of Thos. F. Edwards, deceased. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to refer the Tariff 
Bill as adopted by the committee of the whole to a se- 
lect committee: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk ‘from and after the passage 
of this act” was stricken out and “from and after the 
first day of January next” inserted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to postpone the bill tll 


to-morrow : lost. 
*1 Q - 
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On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the bill was ta- 
ken up by clauses. 

Mr, Jack moved to strike out of thes first section 
“dried peaches,” and called for the Ayes and Noes, the 
¥ote stood thus: 

Ayvrs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Gant, Har- 
diman, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Patton, 
Ponton, and Sutherland—12. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Clark, Douglass, Grigsby, 
Hill, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, Thompson 
and Thornton—11: adopted. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out “boots and shoes.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Baker, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of Bra- 
zoria, Jack, Patton, Ponton, Sutherland and Thornton 
—9, 

Noges—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Men- 
ifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, and Thompson—1é: 
lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out “beef” 


The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Menifee, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Suth- 


Nors—-Messrs. Clark, Douglass, English, Linu. 
Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Rusk, and Thompson—S: stricken 
out. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “carriages, house- 
hold and kitchen furniture, brought in by families actu- 
tually removing to this Republic,” and the followimg 
additional section inserted: 

“ That all articles brought in by families who are ac- 
tually removing to the Republic for their own use 
shall beadmitted free of duty.” 

Mr. Thompson moved to strike out “bagging and 
rope.” 


The &ves and Noes being called for; the vote stood 
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Avis—Messrs. Douglass, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson 
and Thornton—5. 
Nors—Hessrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Brenan, 


. Clark, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones 


of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinnney, 
Ponton, Pierpont and Sutherland—19: lost. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out “ Coffee.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: , 

Aves—Messrs. Jones of Brazoria and Jack—2. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Har- 
diman, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pat- 
ton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Thompson and Thornton—24: lost. - 

Mr. Rusk called for the previous question, the maim 
question was then put “shall the bill be engrossed?” 

The Ayes and Noes being called lor, the vote stood 
thus: 

Avges—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Thompson and Thornton—12. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Gant, Hardi- 
man, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Pat- 
ton, Ponton, Sutherland—13: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the House ad- 


journed till 3 o’clock, p. m. 


- THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. ` 

No quorum appearing, the names of the absentees 
were called, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the doors were closed 
and members were sent for. 

The following members appeared, and were each 
fined two dollars, to be paid to the sergeant-at-arms— 

Messrs. Baker, Burleson, Brenan, Douglass and Rusk; 
Mr. Jack was excused; and Mr. Branch being mdispos- 
ed, did not appear. 
- The Tariff Bill was taken up and the first section 
adopted. , 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill making an- 
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appropriation for the General Land Office, and both 
Houses of Congress, and had amended the same; also, 
an act to prohibit the further sale of Land scrip ; and that 
they had appointed a committee of three to act witha 
committee on the part of the House on the message of 
the Secretary of the Treasury : 

Messrs. Robertson, Burton and Wilson were appointed 
the committee. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, “leather, har- 
ness, saddles and bridles” were inserted in the third 
section. 

On motion of Mr. Pierpont “dried peaches and beef” 
were inserted in the section. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, “molasses 25 per. cent. 
advalorem,’’ was inserted in the fifth section. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out “40 per. 
cent.” and insert “10 per. cent.” on drugs and medi- 
cines. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Avyes~——Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, English, Gant, 
Hardiman, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, 
Pierpont, Ponton and Rowlett—13. 

Noes—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, Grigsby. 
Jack, Menifee, M’Kinney, Rusk, Sutherland, Thompson 
and Thornton—11: adopted. 

A message was received fromthe Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill to com- 
pensate the Commissionors to locate the seat of gover- 
ment, and that they had passed a joint resolution to 
elect a joint committee, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, ‘‘cotton and wool cards 
12 1-2 per. cent., advalorem” was added to the fifth 
section: the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

An act from the Senate granting certain privileges te 
the steam ship Columbia, &c., &c., was taken up and 
read a first time. ' 

A joint resolution amended by the Senate was taker 
up and amendments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the clerk was instructed te 
inform the Senate of the select committee to whom was 
referred the message of the Secretary of the Treasury: 
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and that they would act as a joint committee on the part 
of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Patton the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Sarurpay, 10 o’ctocx, Dec. 2, 1937. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee on enrolled 
bills reported the following bills as having been examin- 
ed and found correctly enrolled : 

“An act amendatory to the several ordinances grant- 
ing bounty lands. - 

* A joint resolution allowing the Secretary of War 
an additional clerk. 

“£ A joint resolution for the relief of Manuel Carabajal.” 

Mr. Jack, from the select committee to whom was 
referred the report of the Judiciary Committee on the 
propriety of appointing a person to compile and make a 
digest of the laws, reported a joint resolution to that 
effect : read a first time, and report concurred in. 

Mr. Rusk announced to the House the death of Dear 
Smith, and offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted : 
¥ * * * # * * 

Messrs. Rusk, Jones of B.yaad Baker, were appoint- 
ed the committee to inform the Senate. 

A Joint Resolution, to appoint a Joint Committee to 
examine the proposals to locate the Seat-of Government 
permanently, was read first time. : 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the bill for the protection 
of the Frontiers was taken up onits second reading, 

And, on his motion, the House went into committee ot 
the whole on the same. 

Mr. Lumpkin in the Chair. 

The committee rose, and their chairman reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again, which was net 
granted. 
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And on motion of Mr. Patton, the bill as amended, 
was referred to a select committee to report on Monday. 

Messrs. Patton, Rusk, Branch, Sutherland and Brenan 
were appointed said committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in “a bill to authorize 
the Treasurer to issue change notes.” 

And “a Bill to reduce into one act the several acts 
relating to the establishment of a General Land Office, 
with amendments.” 

A committee consisting of Messrs. Wharton, Barnett 


_and Rains, was received from the Senate, informing the 


House that they would concur in in the resolutions of the 
House, relating to Deaf Smith, and informing them they 
had appointed a committee to act with a similar com- 
inittee on the part ofthe House, relating to the erection 
ofa monument, &c. The resolution was concurred in, 
and the committee, Messrs. Rusk, Patton and Baker, 
were appointed. 

The Land Bill was taken up as amended by the Se- 
nate. 

The amendment of the 12th section relating to widows 
and the representatives of orphans, subscribing to a cer- 
tain portion of the oaths for the confirmation of claims 
disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the House adjourned till half 
past 2 o’clock, p. m. 

THREE O CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met. 

The clause of the amendment to 12th section which 
relates to the decision of the Board of Land Commis- 
sioners on claims under the Colonization Law, stricken 
out, and the remainder of the amendment agreed to. 

Ayes and noes on disagreeing. 

Avzes—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, English—3. 

Nozs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Clark, Doug- 
lass, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of B., Jack, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinney, Patton, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson, Thorn- 
ton, 23—concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, that part of the amendment 
to section 17, relating to settlers or occupants under the 
laws of the Provisional Government, was disagreed to. 
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Ayres—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
| Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, 
| Hill, Jones of B., Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKin- 
| ney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sather- 
Í land, Thompson and Thornton—25. 

| Noes—Mr. Brenan—l1. 

The remainder of the amendment disagreed to. 

The amendment to 29d section disagreed to. 

} Amendment to 29th section relating to volunteers + 
Í concurred in. 

| That portion relating to 1st August and 1st October : 
Í disagreed to; and the words ‘or may hereafter,” relat- 
! ing to discharges inserted, and, “or may have died.” 
| “Provided that no person who is entitled te the benefit 
| ofthe first part of this section of the act shalt be entitled 
| tothe benefit of the last part of the same,” was added 
| to the end of the amendment—and second amendment 
| concutred in. 

; Amendment to 33d section concurred in. 

Additional section to come after section 37: concurred 
| in, relating to locating. 

Additional section 39, that part of the amendment re- 
lating ta running county lines, by the Surveyor, &c., 
| down to the word “Lines,” stricken out, and ‘that each 
| county in the Republic be considered and constitute a 
| section, inserted, 

Mr. Gant entered his objection fo the same. 2 

As this is intended forsuch sectionizing as is required 
by the Constitution, I do hereby record my dissent. 

Signed, W. W. GANT. 

The words “so, soon as practicable” were inserted, 
and the amendment concurred in. 

Section 40, insert after “ claims,” the words “all pro- 
perty.” 

“A message was received from the Senate; informing 
the House, that they had concurred in an act to provide 
for the punishment of slaves and free persons of color.” 
gan act to define the boundaries of the County of 

e y.” 

“An act relatingto the public archives,” and amended. 

“An act to create a Medical Board.” 


A Joint Resolution for the relief of G. M. Collings- 
Wart 2? 
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Joint Resolution requiring the Auditor to audit the ac 
counts of Col. Weymouth, and asking the House to con- 
cur therein. à 

Mr. Menifee moved to strike out of 40th section, the 
words “to the amount of $200 and under, in the hands 
of original holders.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for onthe passage. 
the vote stood thus: 

Avres—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Douglass, English, Grigshy, Gant, Hill, Jones of B.. 
Jack, Linn, Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett. 
Sutherland, Thompson, Thornton—29. ; 

Nozs—Messrs. Baker, Clark, Lumpkin, McKinney. 
Patton—5. Stricken out. 

Mr. Jones of B., moved to insest the words “in the 
hands of original holders.” 

On motion of Mr. Gant the House adjourned till ten 
o’clock Monday morning. 
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Monpay, 10 ocLocx, Dec. 4, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The journal of Saturday being read, 

The Land Bill was taken up as left on that day. 

Mr. Branch moved to insert in the amendment to the 
40th section, the words “in the hands of the original 
holders’’—lost 

Mr. Rusk offered the following proviso : 

Provided, That the benefits shall not extend ‘te 
any one individual for a larger quantity of lands 
than two leagues and two labors: and any one offering 
to pay for land in audited paper of the government, shali 
swear that he has not paid for as much as two leagues 
and lobors in such paper before, either by himself or his 
agent, which affidavit shall be filed with the Chairman 
of the Board of Land Commissioners. . 

The ayesand noes being called for, on the passage o 
the bill, the vote stood thus: 

Ayzs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Clark. Gant. 
Hill, Jones of A., Jonesof .B., Linn, Menifee, McKinney. 
Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Thornton—17. 


217 


Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Douglass, English, Grigsby, 
Hardiman, Lumpkin, Sutherland, and Thompson—s. 

Mr. Jones of B., moved to disagree to the amendment 
as amended. i l 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, English, Grigsby, 
Jones of B., Lumpkin, Sutherland and Thompson—8s 

Nogs.—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of A., Jack, 1 ‘nn, Menifee, 
McKinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Ru sk, Rowlett, 
and Thornton: 18. Lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the 42d section relating to 
navigable streams was disagreed to. 

Also the 43d section, allowing the Surveyor General to 
employ clerks at discretion. 

Mr. Jack, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, to 
whom was referred the subject of Chief Justices’ Elec- 
tions, reported that in their opinion the election belong- 
ed solely to Congress, and offered a resolution inviting 
the Senate to go into an election to fill the vacancies on 
the 6th inst.: adopted. 

On motion, Messrs. Martin, M’Coy and Boyd were 
permitted to withdraw their papers. 

Mr. Linn asked and obtained leave to withdraw the 
petition of the citizens of Victoria. 

An act to raisea revenue by impost duties was 
taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule and ‘30 per. 
cent..” was stricken out of the sixth section on articlés 
not enumerated, and ‘20 per cent.” inserted. 

On Mr. Jack’s motion the words ‘‘from and after the 
first day of January next” were inserted atthe end of the 
eighth section: the bill passed. 

The title is “an act to raise a revenue by impost duties.” 

The joint resolution for the relief of J. M. Clifton, from 
the Senate, was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the two joint resolutions for 
the relief of F. W. Thornton were taken up and read a 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the rule was suspended, and 
the several resolutions reported by the committee on 

Claims and Accounts taken up. 
19 
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“A joint resolution for the relief of A. R. Bodman: 
read a second time and engrossed. 

“ A joint resolution for the relief of Thos. G. M’Ghee: 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland the words “provided 
he shall not receivé more than two hundred dollars” 
were inserted. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Stillman S. Curtis 
was read a second time, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Baker the vote on the joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of A. R. Bodman was re-considered, 
and three dollars per day stricken out, and the words 
“allowing him such pay as is allowed other clerks for 
similar services:’’ ordered to be engrossed. 

The joint resolution for the reliefofcertain persons there- 
in named was taken up on its second reading, and re- 
committed to the Committee on Claims and Accounts ; 
also the joint resolution for the relief of F. W. Thornton. 

A message was recived from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a resolution appointing 
a joint committee to wait upon his Excellency, the 
President, for certain purposes therein named, and ask 
the concurrence of the House. 

The joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Thos. 
F. Edwards, from the Senate: read a first time. 

Mr. Linn moved that he be excused from serving on 
the committee on Claims and Accounts: lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Douglass the committee on Claims 
and Accounts were authorized to employ a clerk. 

The resolution from the Senate appointing a commit- 
tee to wait upon the President was taken up and 
adopted. 

Messrs. -Rowlett, English and Clark were appointed 
the committee on the part of the House. 

An act to appoint a board of Medieal Censors, from 
the Senate, was taken up and read a first time. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to suspend the rule and 
put it on its second reading: lost. 

Mr. Patton, chairman of the committee to whom was 
referred the bills for the protection of the frontier 
reported a substitute. 

The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing tic 
Auditor to audit the claims of D. F. Weymouth was 
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read a first time and referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

The joint resolution, from the Senate, for electing a 
joint committee to examine and receive proposals for 
locating the seat of government, was taken up on its 
second reading. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out “2 and 3,” and insert 
“1 and 2,” in the first section. : 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
2 o'clock p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

And proceeded to the unfinished business of the morn- 
ing. 
Mr. Lumpkin moved to strike out “committee” and 
insert ‘‘comissioners:” lost.. 

Mr. Lumpkin moved to strike out ‘five: lost. 

Mr. Patton offered the following section: 

“ That the same committee in making their selections 
shall be careful to select and report upon such places 
alone as will admit of placing the Capitol at least three 
miles from any land which may be owned by individu- 
als, and which cannot be purchased by the government: 
lost. ee 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the followin 
section was added: f B 
_ “That the said committee shall have power to make 
reservation of all vacant lands which may be situated 
within nine miles of any point which the committee 
may think proper to designate as a suitable location for 
the seat of government, and due notice of said reserva- 
tions shall be forthwith given in atleast three public 
newspapers, and no county surveyor shall survey any 
land in the said reservations, until after said reservations 
shall be relinquished by Congress: Provided, that it 
shall not be lawful for said committee-to make such 
reservation in more than five different places. 

. On motion of Mr. Rowlett the rule was so far sus- 
pended as to take up the bill incorporating the towns of 
Glrksville and Lexington, on its second reading. 

Ön motion, the towns of Goliad, Houston, Jonesho- 


220 
rough, San Patricio, and Milam were inserted, the rule 
was suspended the bill read a third time and passed. 

The title is “ an act to incorporate certain towns there- 
in named.” 

An act to incorporate the city of San Antonio was 
taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Ponton moved to insert the town of Gonzales : 
adopted. 

Mr. Linn moved to insert Victoria, but only giving 
that town five aldermen, the rule was suspended and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in an act incorpora- 
ting the Colorado Navigation Company; and passed a 
bill incorporating the Neches River Navigation Compa- 
ny: and request the concurrence of the House. 

The bill incorporating the towns of Richmond and 
San Felipe de Austin was taken up and read a second 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule and take up the 
bill providing for taking testimony by interrogatories: 
lost.” 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
George M. Collinsworth was taken up and read -a first 
time and referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Menifee moved to appoint an additional commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts: lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to take up the bill incorporating the 
Bank of Nacogdoches: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the House adjourned till 
7 o'clock, P. M. 

SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message wasreceived from the Senate informing the 
House that they adhered to some of their amendments, 
and had appointed Messrs. Wharton, Horton and Les- 
ter a committee of conference, and asked the house to 
appoint a similar committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the House appointed a com- 
mittee to confer with the committee of the Senate: l 

Messrs. Rusk, Branch, Sutherland, Jones of Austin 
and Thompson were appointed said committee. 
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The act to incorporate the Neches River Navigation 
Company, from the Senate, was taken up and read a 
firet time. 

- The bill for taking testimony by interrogatories was 
taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the following was added: 

« Provided, in all cases it shall be lawful to take the 
testimony of females in civil cases in the same manner as 
herein provided, whether they be residents in the coun- 
ty or not.” 

On motion of Mr. Branch the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time, by its caption, and passed, 
and, 

The title is ‘an act to provide for the taking of testi- 
mony by interrogatories.” 

The bill to incorporate the city of Houston was taken 
ap on its second reading. 

Mr. Thompson offered the following as a substitute: 

“c Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa~ 
tives ef the Republic of Texasin Congress assembled, that 
the citizens of the city of Houston and the towns of 
Washington, Crocket and Refugio, be incorporated un- 
der, and entitled to all the privileges granted tothe town 
of Brazoria, under a charter of incorporation, passed at 
the extra session of this Congress : ” adopted. 

The rule was suspended and the bill read a third time 
and passed | 

The title is ‘ an act to incorporate the city of Houston 
and other towns therein named.” i 

The bill to incorporate the Texas Bank was taken up 


_ and postponed to the first of May next. 


a 


On motion of Mr. English the joint resolution for the 
relief of John M. Clifton was taken up on its ‘second 
reading and laid on the table. i 

An act to incorporate the Texas Steam-Mill Compa- 
ny was taken up on its second reading, and the rule was 
suspended, and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Aygs—-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, Grigsby, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, 
and Ponton—10. 

Nozs—Messrs. Branch, Brenan, Douglass, English, 

*19 
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Gant, Hill, M’Kimney#:Pierpont, Rowlett, Sutherland, 
Thompson, and . Thornton—12. 

An act for taking the census of the Republic was ta- 
ken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the following proviso was 
added: . 

“ Provided, that such compensation shall not exceed 
one dollar for each family: adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, offered a substitute to the 
bill, providing that the assessors of direct tax should 
take the census. 

The Ayés and Noes being called for, on the substi- 
tute the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Baker, Branch, Brenan, Grigsby, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Menifee, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland 
and Thornton—11. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Douglass, English, Ganf; 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Pierpont, 
Rusk and Thompson—11: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk a separate column was added 
for the citizens of the depopulated counties: the rule 
was suspended and the bill read a third time and passed. 

The title is “an act to provide for taking the census 
of the republic of Texas.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final 
passage, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Douglass, English, Grigsby, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett and 
Thompson—15. i 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Gant, Linn, 
Ponton, Sutherland and Thornton—S8: passed. 

_On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the House ad- 


journed till 10 o’clock, to-morrow mornin g, 
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Turspay, Dec. 5, 1887, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
_ Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The journals of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Rusk, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the petition of D. F. Weymouth, 
reported a joint resolution for his relief: read a first time. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the committee on enrolled 
bills, reported the following as examined and correctly 
enrolled: 

‘A joint resolution authorizing the Treasurer to issue 
change notes. 

“ An act to define the boundaries of Shelby county. 

“An act to prohibit the further sale of land scrip. 

*¢ An act concerning the public archivés. 

‘An act to provide for the punishment of crimes and 
misdemeanors committed by slaves, and free persons 
of color. 

“A joint resolution making an appropriation for the 
use of the General Land Office, and to defray contingent 
expenses of Congress. 

- “A joint resolution to compensate commissioners ta 
locate the site of the seat of government.” 

A communication was received from the Secretary of 
War with sundry documents, which, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the same was referred to 
the committee on Military Affairs; without reading. r 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the vote respecting the bWl 
incorporating the Texas Steam-Mill Company was re- 
considered, and, 

On motion of Mr, Jones, of Brazoria, referred to a 
select committee: i 

Messrs. Jones of Brazoria, Rowlett and Patton were 
appointed the committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had passed an act supplementary 
to an act for the suppression of gambling, and requested 
the House to concur therein. 
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Mr. Rusk, from the committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of certain persons 
who had served in the Indian campaign under Col, K.. 
H. Douglass: read’a first time. 

Mr. Rusk moved to suspend the rule and place the 
bill on its second reading: lost. 

The joint resolution for the relief A. R. Bodman, read 
a third time and passed, and that is the title. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Thomas G. M’Gee 
was taken up and read a third time, and the rule was 
suspended, and the words “First Auditor” inserted on 
motion of Mr. Rusk: and the bill passed. 

The act from the Senate, supplementary to an act for 
the suppression of gambling, was taken up and read a 
first time. 

Mr. Thompson moved to postpone the bill to the first 
of May, 1838: lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had passed an act to allow the Audi- 
tor and Treasurer to draw their salaries monthly ; and 
that they had passed a resolution to refer the acts defi- 
ning the boundaries of Jasper, Liberty, and San Au- 
gustine, to a committee, consisting of Messrs. Horton and 
Lester to report on the same, with a similar committee 
on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the bill for the 
suppression of gambling was referred to a committee of 
three, to report on day after to-morrow: 

Messrs. Jones of Austin, Jack and Ponton were 
appointed the committee. 

The bill for the protection of the frontier was taken 
up, on motion of Mr. Patton, and the House went into 
Committee of the Whole, on the same. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria in the chair. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had passed an aci supplementary to 
an act incorporating the Colorado Navigation Company, 
and requested the House to concur therein. 

* The committee rose, and their chairman reported the 
bill aà amended, and that the committee had rejected 
the same, and asked to be discharged. 

On motion, the report was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill was laid on the table. 

The act from the Senate supplementary to an act 
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incorporating the Colorado Navigation Company was 
taken up and read a first time. 

On his motion the rule was suspended, and the bill 
placed on its second and third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the House adjourned till 3 
o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, F. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill supplementary to an act incorporating the 
Colorado Navigation was taken up as left in the morn- 
ing. 

‘On motion of Mr. Thompson the rule was suspended, 
and the bill amended by adding the words “‘promded said 
determination not to purchase or annul on the part of 
Congress, shall not preclude them from the right of pur- 
chasing at any future time. l 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the passage 
of the bill, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Douglass, Eng- 
lish, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Patton, Pon- 
ton, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton—19. 

Nozs—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Gazley, Gant, 
Hill, Linn and Sutherland—7: passed. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, asked leave to withdraw 
the papers relating to the schooners-Fanny Butler, 
Watchman, &c.: granted. 

A resolution from the Senate appointing a committee 
to act on the bills fixing the boundaries of the counties 
of Jasper, Liberty and San Augustine, concurred in, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, a committee of three were 
appointed, on the part of the House, to act with said 
committee from the Senate: 

Messrs. Sutherland, Jones of Austin, and Menilee 
were appointed the committee. 

A joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
John M. Clifton was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Thompson moved to suspend the rule and place 
the bill on its third reading. 

Mr. Moody was sent for, to give the House some m- ! 
formation in regard to the same. 
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On motion of Mr. Gant the words “for his expenses 
for enlisting and mustetring into the service: of ‘Texas, 
ninety-seven men, in the spring of 1887” were added, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was read a third time 
and passed. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayres—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, Row- 
lett, Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton—19. 

Nors—Messrs. Branch, Hill, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, 
Patton and Rusk—6: passed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution allow- 
ing the President to employ a private secretary ; and 
an act to prevent the issue of printed or lithograph 
change notes, and requesting the concurrence of the 
House therein. 

The act to incorporate the towns of San Felippe de 
Austin, and Richmond, was taken up on its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. M’Kinney the rule was suspended 
and the town of Lagrange, in Red River county, in- 
serted: the bill then passed, and, 

The title is “an act to incorporate the towns of San 
Felipe de Austin, Richmond, and Lagrange.” 

On motion of Mr. Jack the bill to incorporate the 
Brazoria Insurance Company was taken up on its se- 
cond reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk all of the 7th section from 
the word “and” in the fifteenth line was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Gant “forty-nine years” was strick- 
en out and “thirty” inserted. à 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time, by its caption, and passed. 

The title is “an act to incorporate the Brazoria Insu- 
rance Company.” | 

The act to create a Board of Medical Censors -was 
taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the words “a 
majority,” were stricken out and “one-third” inserted 
in the fourth section. 
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A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in a bill to incorpo- 
yate the city of San Antonio, and other towns therein 
named, and that they had passed a bill to authorize 
extra sessions to be held by the District Court of Bra- 
zoria county, and asked the House to concur therein. 


The House then adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. : 


Samanna 
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WepNEsDAY, 10 o’ciocn, A. M., Dec. 6, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the chaplain. 

The journals of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Rowlett, chairman of the committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred that portion of the Presi- 
dent’s message relating to our Indian Affairs, reported 
that they had had the same under consideration, and 
were of opinion that five or six trading houses properly 
protected would speedily conduce to favorable relations 
with the great Comanche tribe, and their dependents 
of the same, and the Kickapoos, Shawnees, Delawares, 
and other small tribes, and that the force necessary to 
protect such establishments would be sufficient to chas- 
tise the hostile tribes which still continue to depredate 
on our defenceless settlements; they would not recom- 
mend the passage of any law enforcing on his Excellen- 


cy the responsibility of declaring martial law on our 
frontier. 


On motion the report was concurred in. 

Mr. Douglass, chairman of the Committee on Claimsand 
Accounts, reported sundry accounts acted on, with res- 
olutions to carry out the report which was, laid on the 
table, on motion of Mr. Gant, without reading. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the seleet committee tos 
whom was referred the bill to incorporate the Texas 
Steam Saw-Mill Company, reported, the same a 
amended, and recommended the passage of the same. 

Mr. Gazley, from the-committee on Printing, reported 


a joint resolution to have printed certain papers, &c.: 
read a first time. 
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The bill to incorporate the Texas Steam Saw-Mill 
Company was taken up, and, 

On motion, the amendmenty were adopted, and the 
bill read a third time, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the passage 
of the bill, the vote stood thus: ` 

Avas—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, Gazley, Grigs- 

y, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, Ponton, Rusk and 
Thornton—15. 

Nors——Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, English, 
Gant, Hill, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rowlett, and Suther- 
land—10: passed, and the title is as above. 

The bill from the Senate to prohibit the issue of print- 
ed or lithograph change notes was taken up and read 
a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Menifee the rule was suspended, 
and the bill placed on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the fine was fixed at not less 
than $5 nor more than $50. 

Mr Jack moved to insert the words “not less than 
amounts under five dollars.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the amend- 
ments, the vote stood thus: i 

Aves—Messrs. Jack and Jones of Brazoria—2. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Har- 
diman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
M‘Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland and Thornton—24: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the word “ with- 
in’? was stricken out, and the words “after to day” 
inserted. 

. On motion of Mr. Menifee the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time, by its caption, and passed. 

The act to authorize the President to employ a private 
secretary was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Patton a committee consisting of 
Messrs. Patton, Jack and Menifee was appointed to 
wait on the Senate to request them to inform the House 
what action they had taken on the resolution inviting 
them to meet in joint session to elect chief justices to fill 
vacancies in that office. 
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The act from the Senate authorizing the District Court 
of Brazoria county, to hold extra sessions, taken up and 
read a first time. l 

The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing, the 
Treasurer and Auditor to draw their salaries monthly 
was taken up and read a first time. 

The act to create a Medical Board of Censors was 
taken up, as lefi yesterday, on a second reading, 

The word “medicines” was inserted in the first sec- 
ion, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, and, . 

On his motion, the proviso to the 10th section, relating 
to “diplomas,” was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, “ nor hold a commission in 
the Army or Navy” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the rule was 
suspended, and the bill read third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the passage, 
the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Clark, Douglass, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hull, Jones ‘of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, Pier- 
pont, Rusk, and Rowlett—17. i 

Nozs—Messrs. Burleson,’ Brenan, English; Gant, 
Menifee, M’Kinney, Ponton, Sutherland and Thornton 
—9: the bill passed. 

A committee from the Senate, Messrs. Everitt and 
Wharton,-was received, informing the House that the 
Senate were in doubt respecting the appointment of the 
office of Chief Justice ; and that they had passed a reso- 
lution appointing a committee to act in conjunction with 
a similar committee on the part of the House to exam- 
ine and report,on the subject, and that the Senate de- 
clined acting iw joint session until after said committee 
should report. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House thatthey had concurred in the amendments to 
the bill for the relief of J. M. Clifton, made by the 
House; and that they had passed a joint resolution for 
the relief of the officers and crew ofthe schooner of war 
Independence ; and for the relief of Edmund P. Crosby ;. 
and requesting the concurrence of the House therein. 

The bill granting privileges to the steam-ship Golum- 
bia, was taken up on its second. reading.. 

20. 
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Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to insert after * mail” 
“all public property and accredited agents of the goy- 
ernment:” lost. 

On'motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the following 
additional section was added: 

That should such steam-boats carry any freight to 
or from the Republic they shall pay tonnage duty on the 
amount of actual freight so carried, and, 

On his motion, the bill was laid on the table. 

The bill to incorporate Neches Navigation Company 
was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, postponed till the first 
of May next. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the vote was re-considered. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to postpone the bill 
indefinitely. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: ° 

Ayves—Mesers. Baker, Gant, Hill and Jones of Austin. 
å, . 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jaek, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Pon- 
ton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton—20: 
lost. 

r The bill on the same subject, new, is the order of the 
ay. 
On motion of Mr. Jack the bill was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to a select commit- 
tee of three, to report to-morrow. ' 

Messrs. Rusk, Grigsby and Hill were appointed said 
committee. 

The resolution from the Senate to appoint a joint 
committee to report on the subject of electing Chief 
Justices was read and concurred in. 

Messrs. Gazléy, Rusk, Patton and Gant were appointed 
said committee. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Edmund P. Cros- 
by, from the Senate, was taken up and read a first time. 

The bill for the relief of the officers and crew of the 
schooner of war Independence, was taken up and read 
a first time. i 
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On motion of Mr. Douglass the House adjourned till 
3‘o’clock, p. mi. 


THREE ©’ CLOCK, P: Mi 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a resolution to adjourn 
on the 15th inst., and requested the House to concur 
therein. sa 

The bili to unite in one the War and Navy Depart- 
ments, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Jack offered an additional section to consolidate 
the State and Treasury Departments, and to require the | 
Secretary of State to discharge the duties of both. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the question, 


_the vote stood thus: 


Avyvres—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brenan, English, 
Grigsby, Jack and Patton--7. 

Nozs—Messrs. Baker, Clark, Gazley, Gant, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Linn, Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton—16: 
lost. 3 

Mr. Rusk moved'to instruct the Judiciary Committee 
to report a bill to unite in one, the State and Treasury 
Departments, to-morrow : lost. i 

The resolution from ‘the Senate relative to the 
adjournment was taken up, and, | 

On motion of Mr. Patton, laid on the table. 

The bill to re-organize the Army was taken up on mò- 
tion of Mr. Branch, and laid on the table. 

The bill relating to the Secretary of the Treasury 
was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Gant moved to insert the words “ Post-Master 
General.” 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill was referred to the 
Judiéiary Committee. ee 

` The bill to amend the Post Offices Law was taken up 
on its second reading. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out “four” and insert 
“one:” adoptéd. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed tor a third 
reading. i 

The bill autħorizing persons to dispose of property by 
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will was taken upon its second reading, and the rule was 
suspended and the bill read a third time and passed, 
and the title is as above. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the bill for granting of injunc- 
tions was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the words “if a resident of 
the county” were inserted. 

‘On motion of Mr. Thompson “three days” were 


- stricken out, and *‘as soon after as practicable” inserted. 


On My. Jack’s motion the words ‘‘and the said notice 
shall be sufficient, if served on the party or his counsel.” 

On motion of Mr. Gazley the House adjourned till 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuvrspay, 10 o’ciocx, Dec. 7, 1837. 

-The House met pürsuant to adjournment. - 

Prayer by the.Rev. Mr. M’Gowan.. - . 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Rusk, chairman of the Committee on Military Al 
fairs, reported that they had had: theclaims of Dr. Anson 
Jones under consideration, and that, satisfied of their 
correctness, they report a joint resolution requiring the 
Auditor to audit the same: read a first time. , 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee of conference on the 
land bill reported*the amendments as agreed to by them, 
which were severally read and agreed to, and the clerk 
of the House instructed to inform the Senate of the same. 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following bills as examined, and found cor- 
rectly enrolled : 

“ An act to incorporate the Colorado Navi igation Com 
pany.” 

‘An act to incorporate the city of San Antonio, &c.” 
Mr. Branch, from thé committee on Foreign Relations, 
to whom was referred so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as related to that subject, and the Secretary of 
State’s report, reported a joint resolution relative to 

\egations: read a first time. 

A joint resolution relating to Consulates: read a first 

time. E 
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The bill relating to injunctions was taken up and refer- 
red to thejudiciary committee on Mr. Gant’s motion. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the rule was suspended, and he 
introduced a joint resolution relating to our Minister to 
the United States, which was read a first time. 

Mr, Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred 
the bills relative to the Navigation of the Neches and 
other rivers, reported the same without amendment. 

The bill granting certain privileges to the steam-ship 
Columbia was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Gant moved to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Jack, M’Kimney, Patton, Pierpont and 
Rowlett—11. 

Nozs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Brenan, 
Gazley, Hardiman, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, 
Ponton, Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton—13: lost. 

Mw. Patton moved to. postpone the bill till the first of 
May next. 

The Ayesand Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jack, 
M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rowlett, Thompson and 
Thornton—16. l 

Nores—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Gazley, Har- 
diman, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, Ponton and 
Sutherland-—10: postponed till the first of May next. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a bill to incorporate 
the Brazos and Trinity Navigation Company; and anact 
to sustain the currency of the country, and that they 
had amended the resolution for the relief of John Bu- 
chanan, 

The bill to amend the several laws .regulating the 
Post Office Department was taken up and read a third 
lime by its caption, and passed, and the title is as 
above. i 

The bill from the Senate to sustain the curreney was 
taken up and read a first time, and the rule was sus- 
pended, and the bill placed on its second reading. 

Mr, Sutherland moved to insert “ail properly audited 
accounts,” " 

*20 


The Ayes and Noes being called for; the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, Enelish, 
Gant, Hardiman, Menifee, Sutherland—8. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Clark, Gazley, 
Grigsby. Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, 
Linn, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpent, Ponton and Rowlett 
—16: lost. 

n Mr, Jack’s motion the word “promissory” was 
ingerted in place of “ Treasury.” : 

Mr. Sutherland moved to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Douglass, and 
Sutherland—4. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch Brenan, Clark, Eng 
lish, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hll, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Linn, Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton, Pier- 
pont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and Thornton—21: lost. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution for 
the relief of J. M. Garrett; a joint resolution requiring the 
Auditor to settle the accounts of W. T. Brennum, and 
requesting the House to concur therein. 

On Mr. Patton’s motion the words, ‘nor shall any 
Bank notes be received in payment,” were added to the 
currency. bill, the rule was suspended and the bill read 
a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Ayrs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, M’Kin- 
ney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Thomp- 
son and Thornton—23. 

Nors—Messrs. Branch, Douglass and Sutherland—4: 
the bill passed. 

The joint resolution amended by the Senate, for the 
relief of John Buchanan, was taken up and the amend- 
ment disagreed to. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
tae House that they. had passed a bill to define: the 
boundaries of Jasper county, and requested the House 
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to concur therein; and that they had concurred in the 
we of the Committee of Conference on the Land 
Bill. Ra 

On motion, Mr. Rusk was added to the Committee on 
Enrolled bills, and, ; 2a 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the enrolling clerk was au- 
thorized to employ aclerk to make a copy of the bill, and 
furnish the same to be printed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in the amendment 
made to the currency bill. 

On motion of Mr. Jack the House adjourned till 3 
o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, .P. My 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill from the Senaté to define the boundaries of 
Jasper county was taken up and read afirsttime, and the 
rule -was suspended, and the bill placed on its second 
reading. 

On mótion of Mr. Thompson the words “ Irish Bayou” 
were stricken out, and ‘Bear Creek’? inserted, “and 
thence up Bear Creek to the bridge,” also added. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the 6th section was stricken 
out, and, 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time. 

On Mr. Thompson’s motion, all that relates to ap- 
pointing commissioners to locate the seat of justice was 
stricken out, and “Jasper shall be the seat of justice” 
was inserted. 

On motion, the bill was read a third time, by its cap 
tion, and passed. a oN 

The bill making réserve of certain land for the 
redemption of Naval and Military scrip was taken up on 
its gecond reading. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had amended the bill creating the 
county of Montgomery, and had receded from their 
amendment to the bill for the relief of John Buchanan, 
and requested the House to concur in the amendment. 

A committee consisting of Messrs. Wharton and Bur 
nett was received from the Senate, informing the House 
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that, as a testimony of respect to the gallant Milam, who 
fell at San Antonio this day two years ago, they will 
adjourn, at half past 4 o’clock, till to-morrow 10 o’clock, 
and request the House to concur therein. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the House adjourned till 
10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Fripay, Dec. 8, 18387. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. M’Gowan. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Gazley, from the Joint Committee to examine and 
reporton the appointment of chiefjustices of the county 
courts, reported that, in their opinion, from an examina- 
tion of the laws, &c., the President had not the power of 
filling said offices, but that it was the duty of Congress, 
except in certain cases, to cover which, they report a 
joint resolution, which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson the report was concurred 
in, and adopted. 

On Mr. Patton’s motion a committee was appointed 
to invite the Senate to act with them in joint session, 
to-morrow at 10 o’clock, forthe purpose of filling all 
vacancies in the office of Chief Justices of the County 
Courts: 

Messrs. Patton and Grigsby were appointed said 
committee. i 

On motion of Mr. Gazley, the bill making an appro- 
priation, to have certain printmg executed, was taken 
up on a second reading. i 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the words “of 
the promissory notes of Government” were inserted. 

On motion of Mr Rowlett, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill placed on its third reading, and laid on.the 
table, on motion of Mr Jack. 

The bill creating the county of Montgomery, as amend- 
ed by the Senate, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr Hill, the amendment relating to the 
Seat of Justice, was disagreed to, and the amendment 
rélating to the lower line concurred in. 
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| The bills from the Senate to create the Brazos and 

| Trinity Navigation Companies, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jack,, rejected. 

| The bill from the Senate requiring the Auditor to set- 
tlewith W. T. Brenan; and the bill for the relief of John 

Garrett were taken up and read first time. 

The bill from the Senate, authorizing extra sessions of 
| the District Court of Brazoria, was taken up on its se- 

cond reading. 

Mr. Jones of Brazoria offered the following amend- 
mend, which was adopted. 

s Be it enacted, &c., That the District Courts in and for 
| the county of Matagorda, shall hereafter commence on 
| the third Monday after the first Mondays in March and 
| September, and continue in session one wepk and no lon- 
| ger; and in the county of Jackson, on the fourth Mon- . 
| days after the fourth Mondays of March and September, 
and continue one week and no longer.” .. 

Qn motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read third time by caption, and passed, and . 

The title is “an act regulating the time of holding the 
District Courts: of Brazoria, Matagorda and Jackson 
counties.” i 

T'he joint resolution from the Senate, allowing the Pre- 
sident a Private Secretary, was taken up, and, 

Mr Douglass moved its indefinite postponement. 
ae Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Avyes—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Grigsby, 
Douglass, Gant, Hill, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kin- 
ney, Pierpont, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thompson—Lo. 

Nors—-Messrs. Clark, English, Gazley, Hardiman, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Patton, Pon- 
ton and Thornton—10: indefinitely postponed. 

The resolution from the Senate, relative to the adjourn- 
ment was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, laid on the table. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, to pay the offi- 
cers and crew of the schooner Independence, was taken 
up on its second reading, and, 

On motion, laid on the table. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing the 
Auditor and Comptroller to draw:their salaries monthly, 
was taken up, and, - 
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On motion of Mr. Jack, rejected. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, for the relief of 
Edmund P. Crosby, was taken up and read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Austin, the words “and that 
the account is just” wereinserted. > ` 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read third time 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas F. Eds 
wards, was taken up on its second reading, and, 

On Mr, Jack’s motion, postponed indefinitely. 

A message from the Senate was received, informing 
the House that they-had concurred in the amendment to 
the bill, creating a Board of Medical Cénsofs; and the 
bill for the relief of John Woodruff. 

The bill making a reserve for paying Military Scrip, 
was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr Jones of Austin, laidor the table, 

The bills to incorporate the Neches Navigation Com- 
pany, and to clear out the obstructions to the navigation 
of the Neches and Angelina Rivers, were taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, laid on the table. 

The bill to re-organize the army, was taken up on its 
second reading, and, 

On Mr. Thompson’s motion, referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

Messrs. Douglass, Patton, Burleson, Thornton, Suth- 
erland and Hill were the committee appointed to report 
to-morrow. 

The billto exempt certain counties from land taxes, 


-~ Was taken up, and, 


‘ On motion of Mr. Burleson, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to appropriate money to the owners of the 
schooner San Jacinto, was taken up, and, 

On Mr. Patton’s motion, postponed tothe adjourned 
Session. | 

The act appropriating money to the Hospital, was ta- 
ken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to’ incorporate the University of Texas, was 
taken up, and postponed till the first of May next. 

Avyrs.—Messsrs. Clark, English, Grigsby, Gant, Har- 
diman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, Pierpont, Patton, Ponton, Rowlett, Suther- 
land, Thompson and Thornton.—17. 
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| Nozes—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, 
| Jack and Linn.—6. 
| The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to receive Military Scrip for lots on Galves- 
tonIsland, was taken up and postponed until the next - 
session, 

On motion of Mr, Thompson. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Stillmen S. Cur- 
} tis, was taken up on its second reading, 
| On motion of Mr. Menifee, the words “First Auditor’ 
| in place of “Treasurer,” were inserted in the bill. 
| On motion of Mr, Pierpont, the House adjourned to 3 
| o'clock, P, M. 


l l THREE O'CLOCK, P. Me 
| The House met, no quorum appearing, the House ad- 
| journed to 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, 10 O'CLOCK, A. M., Dec. 9, 1837. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Reverend Mr. McGowan. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

The joint Resolution for the relief of Stillman 8, Cur- 
ts was taken up, and, 

Mr. Gant offered a substitute for the same, which was 
adopted; and 

On motion of Mr. Brenan, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time by its caption, and passed. 

The bill to incorporate the Neches Navigation Com- 
pany, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill was postponed till next - 
Session. 

The bill to render the Neches and Angelina Rivers na- 
vigable, was taken up. 

Mr. Sutherland moved to strike out all that part of the 
bill which. appropriates Public Lands, &c. 

Re Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 

Ayrs.—Messrs,, Burleson, Clark, Gant, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKin- 
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ney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland and 
Thornton.—15. 

NoEs.—Messrs. Speaker, Brenan, Douglass, English, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jack, Linn, Rusk and Thompson.— 
10: Adopted. 

Mr. Gant moved to postpone to first of May. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, ‘the words “two éents 
per acre” were inserted in the bill; the rule was suspend- 
ed, and the bill read third time. 

Ayes and Noes being called for on its passage, the 
vote stood thus : 

Avss.—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Douglass, English, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazo- 
ria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, McKinney, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton.— 
19. 

Nozs.—Messrs. Speaker, Clark, Gant, Hill and Lump- 
kin.—5: Passed. 

The title is an act to clear out the Rivers Angelina, 
Attoyac and Neches. 

Yhe bill for the relief of John Garrett, from the Sen- 
ate, was taken up on a second reading. 

A message from the Senate was received, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bilt ereating 
the county of Fayette, and the bill to define the bounda- 
ries of Washington County, with amendments; and the 
bill creating the county of Montgomery, with amend- 
ments, and request the House to concur therein; also a 
joint resolution for the reliefof Dugald Brown; a joint 
resolution for the relief of G. W. Bonnell, which they 
request the House to concur in. 

The bill for the relief of the officers and crew of the 
schooner Independence, was taken up on a second read- 
ing. 

‘On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, so much as pro- 
vides for a new issue of promissory notes was stricken 
out, and “out of the promissory notes of the Govern- 
ment” inserted, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to require the Auditor to settle with W. T. 
Brennum, was taken up on a second reading, and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

The bill creating the county of Fayette, as amended by 
the Senate, was taken up, and amendment agreed to. 
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Acommunication from theSenate was received, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate declined acting in joint 
session until after the committee to examine the subject 
relative to appointing Chief Justices, &c., had reported 
to them. 

The bill creating the county of Fort Bend,’as amend- 
ed by the Senate, was taken up, and 

Mr. Jack offered a substitute to the same, which was 
adopted. 

The joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Bonnell, 
and the joint resolution for the relief of Dugald Brown, 
- were taken up and read a first time, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The bill relating to printing was taken up on its se- 
cond reading. l 
| Mr. Gant offered a substitute for the same which was 
| adopted. - 
| On motion of Mr. Branch, from. the word “as,” 10th 
| line, section second was stricken out, and, the words “as 
| the said Laws and Journals shall be printed to transmit 
| by mail, a copy of said Laws and Journals toeach of the 
| Chief Justices, Members of Congress, Magistrates, 
| Clerks, Sheriffs, Coroners and Constables, of the sever- 
| al counties of the Republic;” adopted. 
| Onmotion of Mr. Branch, the rule was suspeaded; 
| the bill read a third time by caption, and. passed. 
| The title is an act to provide for the publication of the 
| Laws and Journals. ar 
| A committee of Messrs. Everitt and Dunn was receiv- 
| ed from the Senate informing the House, that they had 
| differed from the House on the report of the Committee 
| £ Conference, relative to the appointment of Chief Jus- 
| tices, and that they would act on the report on Monday 
| next, and inform the House of their decision. R 
| On motion of Mr. Pierpont, tte House adjourned till 
| 30°clock, P. M. i 
- THREE O'CLOCK, P. Me 

The House met pursyantto adjournment. ` ; 
| Mr. Baker, Chairman of the Committee, on County 
| Boundaries, reported a bill to define the boundaries of 
| Brazoria County. 1 
| Qn motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill read 
| a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 
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On motion, the report of the Committee on claims and 
Accounts, was taken up. 

A joint resolution for the relief of J. J. Linn was ta- 
ken up, on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, ‘promissory notes” was strick- 
en out, and, 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of F. W. Thornton, 
was taken up on a second reading, - 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to pay F. W. 
Thornton, was taken up on a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the words “Treasurer” and 
“promissory notes” were stricken out. 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the vote on the resolu- 
tion for the relief of J. J. Linn, was reconsidered and 
laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the several bills to 
define the boundaries of Gonzales, Robertson, Fannin, 
Jackson and Mina, with amendments, and a resolution 
respecting Jackson county, and requested the House to 
concur therein. i 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the orders of the day were 
suspended, and the joint resolution for the relief of A. 
Legrand was taken up.on its second reading. 

On his motion the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

The joint resolution for the relief of H. C. Hudson, 
was taken up on its second reading, and, 

Qn motion of Mr. Douglass, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

. The joint resolution for the relief of R. R. Royall, was 
taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the bill and: vouchers 
accompanying the same were referred to a select com- 
mittee of three; Messrs. Thompson, Gazley and Meni- 
fee, are the committee. ` 

A message from the Senate was received, informing 


the House that they had concurred in the bill for clear- 
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| ing out the Attoyac, Angelina, &c.; and the bill for defin- 
| ing the boundaries of Liberty county, and have passed 
an act placing Captain Sylvester’s company on the same 
footing as other volunteers. 

Leave was granted to Mr. Thompson to withdraw the 
papers of A. E. C.'Johnson. 
| The bill for the relief of Colonel John Forbes was ta- 
| ken up on its second reading; the Auditor was invited in 
to give information respecting the same; the rule was 
suspended and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the final pas- 
sage of the bill, the vote stood thus: ; 

Ayrs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Douglass, Gazley, 
Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland and 
Thompson—15. 

Nors—Messrs. Branch, Brenan, Clark, English, Hill, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton and Pierpont.— 
10: passed. 

The bill for the relief of Kitty McCoy was taken up 
on its second reading, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, $78"? was stricken out, and 
the whole amount of her claim inserted, $378. 

Mr. Branch moved to insert the words and to “audit 
the accounts of all others who had property destroyed 
by the soldiers, going to and returning from the army.” 

Mr. Gant wished to amend the amendments, but the 
Speaker decided it out of ordér, as the amendment 
of Mr. Branch had been adopted. 

An appeal being called for from the Speaker’s decis- 
ion, the vote stood thus: 

Ayres—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Brenan, Clark, Doug- 
lass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of 
Austin, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinny, Pon- 
ton, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton—20. 

Nors—Messrs. Gant, Patton, Pierpont and Thomp- 
son—4: Speaker sustained. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, so much of the report as refers 
to committing the accounts of Colonel Weymouth, to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, was concurred in. 

The bill creating the county of Fannin, amended by 
= Senate, was taken up, and the amendment concur- 
red in. 
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The Ayes and Noes being called on adjournment, the 
vote stood thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brenan, Clark, Doug- 
lass, Grigsby, Gazley, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Brazo- 
ria, Linn, McKinney, Patton and Rowlett—14. 

Nows—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Gant, Jones of Aus- 
un, Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Ponton, Suther- 
land and Thompsen—11. 


\ 
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Monnay, 10 o’ctock, a. M., Dec. 11, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Reverend Mr. Fowler. 

The reading of the journal was dispensed with to en- 
able the Clerk to amend an error in the taking of the 
Ayes and Noes: 

Mr. Douglass, from the Committee on Claims and Ac-" 
counts, to whom was referred the joint resolution for the 
relief of Dugald Brown and G. W. Bonnell, reported that 
they could not take it upon themselves to decide upon 
the bills, as the Senate had passed them, and reterned 
them therefore tothe House. The report was concurred 
in. 
The bill anfended by the Senate, to define the boun- 
daries of the county of Jackson, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the following substitute 
was adopted, to the amendment of the Senate: That 
there shall be an election held at the house of John Mc’- 
Henry and Philip Dimmitt, on the first Monday of Janv- 
ary next, to be presided over by such persons as the vo- 
ters may appoint; at which election the question shall be 
upon the annexation of a part of Victoria County to the 
county of Jackson, and the voters shall be confined te 
that portion of the county six miles west of the La Bac- 
ca River, and should a majority of the voters be in favor 
of being attached to Jackson, it shall be so done; ifa ma- 
jority be in favor of remaining in Victoria, the line shall 
remain as it now is. ` 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution to 
purchase the steam-ship Pulaski, and requesting the 
House to concur therein. 
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The bill from the Senate, making an appropriation for 
paying the soldiers of the Army and Navy, was taken 
up and read a first time, and, © i 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a second time. f 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the word 
| “and,” to the bottom of the second section was stricken 
| out, and “if there be any endorsement or appearance of 
endorsement on any draft, the holder shall be required 
to produce satisfactory proof, to the Treasurer, that 
the said draft has has never been sold or transferred,” 
inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words, “of the promisso- 
ry notes of the government” were inserted after the 
word * dollars.” 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, the rule was suspended, and 

the bill read a third time, and, 
~ The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: l . 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, 
Hardiman, Hall, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, Suther- 
land, Thompson and Thornton—24. i 

Nors—Messrs. Jones of Austin, and Rowlett—2: 
- passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
House that they had passed a joint resolution for the 
relief of A. T. Burnly; and had amended the bill grant- 
ing bounty land to those who were at the battle of San 
Jacinto; and the bill creating the county of Fort Bend, 
and requested the House to concur therein. ` v i 

The joint resolution to purchase the steam-ship Pu- 
laski was taken up and read a first time, and the rule 
was suspended, and the bill placed on its second reading. 

Mr. Jack read to the House a letter‘ from General 
Hamilton, of South Carolina, describing the vessel, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the word 
“ Resolved” was inserted in lieu of ‘ Enacted.” 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time. At 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final 

passage, the vote stood thus: 
*21 
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Ayrs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Clark, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Hiil, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, 
Lewis, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton—24. 

Nors—Messrs. Gant, and Menifee—2: passed. 

The bill creating the county of Fort Bend, as amend- 
ed by the Senate, was taken np, and, 

Mr. Gazley offered an amendment to the amendment 
of the Senate, by inserting “ bayou” in place of ‘ Buffa- 
lo,” which was adopted and the amendment concurred 
in, on his motion. 

A message was recived from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had agreed to the amendment of the 
House to the bill to pay the officers and soldiers of 
the Army and Navy ; and the bill to purchase the steam 
ship Pulaski; and had adopted the substitute of the 
House to the resolution respecting the county of Jack- 
son; and that they had also concurred in the bill for the 
relief of S. Hatch; and the joint resolution fixing the seat 
ofjustice of Brazoria county, permanently ; and had a joint 
resolution for the relief of C. L. Duroche ; and passed 
a joint resglution to incorporate the town of Matagorda, 
and ask the House to concur therein; also that an act 
to require District Judges to reside permanently in their 
proper districts had been concurred in. 

The bill, as amended by the Senate, granting bounty 
lands to those who w2re at San Jacinto, wns taken up. 

Mr. Jack moved to postpone the bill till the first of 
May : lost. 

Mr. Gant offered the following amendment to that of 
the Senate : 

“And are not, by the existing laws, entitled to six 
hundred and forty.acres of land extra of their head 
right and bounty land.” 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
2 o’clack p. m, 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


‘Fhe Houge met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Jack moved to suspend the rule requiring mo- 
tions of rezgonajderation to bemade the day after the vote 
to be re-considered was passed, so that a motion to re- 
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consider the vote postponing the bill granting certain 
rivileges to the steam-ship Columbia: adopted. 

And the bill was referred to a select committee: 
Messrs. Jack, Jones of Austin, and Gazley were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The unfinished business of the morning, being the 
San Jacinto bill, was taken up. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on Mr. Gant's 
amendment, the yote stood thus: - 

Ayves—Messrs. Branch, English, Gazley, Gant, Jones 
of Brazoria, Patton, Ponton and Rusk—8s. 

Nors-—Messrs. Speaker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Hill, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, 
Pierpont, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornton—15: lost. 

Mr. Thompson offered the following amendment: 

“ And also all those who fell at the Alamo, under the 
commands of Bowie, Crockett, and Travis:” which 
was adopted ; the amendment, as amended, was then 
concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of the officers and: crew of the 
schooner Independence was taken up and read a third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended and 
the vote, indefinitely postponing the bill to incorporate 
the University of Texas, was re-considered. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Kitty M’Coy was 
taken up on its third reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, was referred to 
a select committee of three: 

Messrs. Jones of Brazoria, Patton and Menifee were 
appointed said committee. 

The joint resolution requiring the Auditor to settle 
with W. T. Brannum was taken up on a third reading, 
and laid on the table, on Mr. Thompson’s motion. _ 

The bill defining the boundaries of the county of Mina, 
from the Senate, was taken up and the amendment was - 
disagreed to, on motion of Mr. Burleson. 

The bill to define-the boundaries of the county of 
Liberty, as amended by the Senate, was taken up, and 
the amendments disagreed to. 

The joint resolution from the Senaté respecting 
County Surveyors was taken up and read a first time. 
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The joint resolution for the reliefof A. T. Burnley 
was read a first time, and, 

On Mr, Thompson’s motion, postponed till the spring 
SESSION. 

The bill from the Senate defining the boundaries ofthe 
county of Jasper was taken up and read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill placed on its second reading, 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the words “to a point on 
the Sabine river, four miles above Bevil’s ferry” were 
stricken out, and “from Bear Creek in a direct line to 
M’Kinney’s, thence in a direct line to Bevil’s ferry, on the 
a bine” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time, by its caption, and passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate to place Capt. 
Sylvester, his officers and men, on the same footing as 
other volunteers, was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was again suspended, 
and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the pas- 
sage of the bill, the vote stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglas, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hill, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Lewis, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton Rusk, 
Thompson and 'Tnornton—24. ` 

Nors—Messrs. Jack and Branch—2: passed. 

Mr. Jack, from the committee to whom was referred 
the bill granting privileges to the steam-ship Columbia, 
reported a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, offered the following amend- 
ment, insert “200 barrels” in place of ‘100 barrels:” 
adopted. 

An additional section was added, on motion of Mr. 
Jones, of Brazoria, 

“That this act continue in force for, and during the 
pleasure.of Congress.” 

Mr. Patton moved to insert that they shall pay ton- 


nage duties in all freights they carry, by measurement: 
lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Thompson, the bill was read a third 
time, by its caption, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the passage, 
the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hill, Jones 
of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, and 
Thornton—22. 

ere Gant, Pattonand Thompson--3: passed, 
and, 

The title is ‘‘an act for the encouragement of the navi- 
gation of the Gulf by steam packets. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass the House adjourned till 7 
| o'clock, p. m. 

SEVEN 0’CLOCK, F. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
| Onmotion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the journal of 
| yesterday was read. 
| _ The bill from the Senate to incorporate the town of 
| Matagorda was taken up and read a first time. 
| On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the rule was 
suspended, and the bill placed on its second reading, and 
offered a substitute for the bill. 
| _ On motion of Mr. Thompson, the town of Sabine, and 
| the city of Hamilton, on the Sabine river, and the town 
| of Mina, were added to the amendment, and the substi- 
| tute adopted, as amended. 

Qn motion of Mr. Branch, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

The joint resolution for the. relief C. L. Duroche, 
from the Senate, was read a first time, andthe rule was 
suspended, and the bill read a second and third time, 
and passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate forthe relief of 
Dugald Brown was taken up on a second reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jack, laid on the table. : 

The joint resolution for the relief of G. W. Bonnell 
was takenup on a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time, by its caption, and passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
John F. Kemper was taken and read a first time. 
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The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
John Garrett was taken up on a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, it was laid on the table, and 
the clerk instructed to request of the Senate the vou- 
chers, if any. 

The bill authorizing the several County Courts to 
grant divorces was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, referred to a select committee 
of three: 

Messrs. Rusk, Gazley and Thompson were appointed 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the joint resolution requiring 
the Auditer to audit the claims of Dr. Anson Jones, 
was taken up on a second reading. 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill relating to forfeited lands; and the bill rela- 
ting to fraudulent land titles, were taken up on a second 
reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee, to repert to-morrow evening. 

The bill relating to attachments was taken up on a 
second reading, and, 

On Mr. Thompsdn’s motion, the word “Court” was 


_ substituted for “Republic,” and the bill ordered to be 


engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the bill to clear out the 
Neches and Angeline rivers was taken up and referred 
to a special committee: 

Messrs. Thompson, Branch and Douglass were ap- 

ointed said committee. 

The bill to levy a tax on Bank stock was taken up on 
a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words, ‘whole amount 
of stock authorized by law’ were inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, “5 per cent’ was 
stricken out, and ‘t10 per cent” inserted, 

Mr. Branch moved to postpone the bill to the ad- 
journed spring session. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the question; 
ihe vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Baker, Branch and Jack—3. 

Nozs—Messrs. Speaker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
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Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, : 
Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, 
Ponton, Rusk, Thompson and Thornton—19: lost. 

Mr. Rusk offered the following amendment: 

“That all Bank stock held by any individual, and 
not given in to the Assessor of taxes, and the tax paid 
before the end of the current year, shall be, and the same is 


| lereby forfeited to the Government of Texas:” adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Menifee, the bill was read a third 


time. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its passage, 


| the vote stood thus: 


Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Brendn, Clark, Douglass, 


| Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones. of Brazoria, 
| Linn; Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, 
| Ponton, Rusk, Thompson and Thornton—19. 


Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch and Jack—3: passed. 

The bill making a reserve of land for the payment of 
Military and Naval Scrip was takgn up on a second 
reading, and, 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, referred to a select com- 
mittee : 

Messrs. Douglass, Branch and Jones of Austin were 
appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the House adjourned till ten 
o’clack to-morow morning. . 


Tuxspay, Dec. 12, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. M’Gowan. 

The journals of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Burleson moved to reconsider the vote on the bill 
incorporating the town of Matagorda, and others: adopt- 
ed, and, 

On his motion, “ Mina” was stricken out. 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following bills as having been examined 
and found correctly enrolled, viz: 

“An act creating the county of Montgomery. - 

“ An act creating the county of Robertson. 
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‘An act establishing the county of Fayette. ~ 

“An act defining the boundaries of the county of 
Gonzales. 

“ An act to reduce into one act, and amend the sever- 
al laws establishirig a General Land-office. 

“ A joint resolution for the relief of John baana 

“ An act creating the county of Fanin, and, 

“An act to define the boundaries of the county of 
Washington. 

Mr. Jo ones, of Booi, from the committee to whom 
was referred the report of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, and accompanying documents, reported as follows: 


“That by an examination of the same, the following re- 


sults are shown: 
Total receipts of duties for the quarter ending Sep- 


tember 30, 1837. 


For the duties of Galveston, $27,659 78 
do do Brazos, 16,536 64 
do do Matagorda, 12,738 43 
do do St Augustine, 2,041 72 
do do Sabine, 763 16 
Total receipts for the quarter, $59,739 73 


Of this amount, about $20,000 has been paid i in, the 
Yalance bonded. The total amount of Land Scrip au- 
thorized by law to be issued, is, 2,047,640 acres, of this 
amount there remains unaccounted for, 1,216,000 acres, 
which the agent Mr. J. K. Allen, has been authorized to 
receive from the several sub-agents. 

The special liabilities now recorded on the books of 
the Department, exclusive of those not reported, amount 
to $70,456 28. For thissum, your committee respect- 
fully recommend, that an appropriation be forthwith 
made. 

The amount of audited claims up to the 17th ultimo, 


f 
IS 


Military, - - - - $903,720 85 
Civil, - - ~- - 142,902 59 
Naval, - ” - - 56,850 65 
Contingent, - - + = 23,834 35 _ 


a 


$1,126,808 44 


Deduct amount taken up, as per Se- 
cretary’s last report, - -. 34,821 99 


Balance, - _ 7 - $1,091,986 45 
In conclusion, your committee take the opportunity of 
etpressing their entire approbation of the clear and able 
manner in which the Secretary of the Treasury has re- 
ported upon the business of that important department. 
(Signed) ANSON JONES, Chairman. 
Houston, Dec. 11th, 1837. ; 


The Surveyor’s account of $5,902 40, for surveying 
Galveston Island, your committee recommend to be re- 
ferred back to the Secretary. 

On motion, the report was concurred in. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Antonia de la 
Garza, was taken up and read a third time and passed. 

Fhe Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the report of the Secretary of the Navy, reported a 

joint resolution, making an appropriation tor naval pur- 
poses. Read a first time. 

Mr. Rusk, from the Military Committee, to whom was 
referred the papers of Colonel D. F. Weymouth, report- 
ed favorably to the claim, with the exception of the 
charge for recruiting.men.- Report concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended, 
and leave was granted him to introduce a bill relating to. 
certified copies of land titles, read a first time, and, 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
placed on its second reading. | 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the words “twenty cents 
for every hundred words,” were inserted. in place of 
“five dollars.” 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the words “if the owner has 
not been furnished with the same,” were stricken out; 
the rule was suspended and the bill read a third time 
and passed, 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, from the committee to whom 
was referred the joint resolution for the relief of Kitty 

McKoy, reported the same with an amendment. 

Mr. Jones, of Austin, moved to strike out ‘“‘destroyed:” 
adopted, jae 
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On motion of Mr. Gant, the amendment as amended, 
was stricken out. . 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that'they had passed an’ act to disband the 
army; and had-concurred in the bill to provide for those 
who have been disabled in the service of the country; 
anil had amended the bill defining the boundaries of the 
county of Red River; and the bill to define the bounda- 
ries of the county of San Augustine, and requesting the 


- House to concur therein. 


The bill to define the boundaries of the county of Bra- 
zoria, was taken up on its third reading. 

- On motion of..Mr..Hardiman, the rule was suspended, 
and he offered an amendment, relating to the line be- 
tween Matagorda County and Brazoria: lost. 

Mr. Hardiman, then moved to postpone indefinitely: 
lost. 

The bill was read a third time by its caption, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lew- 

s, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett, Thomp- 
son and Thornton—16. 

Nors—Messrs. English, Gant, Hardiman, Linn, and 
Menifee—5: passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the joint resolu- 
tion for the: relief of Colonel D. F. Weymouth, was ta- 
ken up on its second reading, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the claim “No. 6, for enlist- 
ing 448 men, at $4 each, amounting to $1792,” was 
stricken out. f 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed, as amended. 

Leave was granted Colonel Weymouth to withdraw 
the documents rejected. i 

The-bill defining theboundaries of the county of San 
Augustine, was taken up as amended by the Senate, and 
amendment concurred in. a. 

: On motion, the:House adjourned till 3 o'clock, p. m. 

; THREE 0’ CLOCK, P. M. 

- ‘The House met, no queram appearing, the House-ad- 
journed to to-morraw, 19 o'clock, A. M. 
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Wepbvespay, 10 o’cLock, A. M. Dec. 13, 1887. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Revereyd Mr. McGowan. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

A. communication was received from Mr. Tarrant, re- 
signing his seat as a member from Red River, which was 
accepted, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, and the Clerk instructed ta 
inform the President of the vacancy. 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on County Bounda- 
ries, reported a bill to define the boundaries of the coun- 
ty of Jefferson; read a first time, and, 

On Mr. Branch’s motion, the rule was suspended, and: 
the bill read a second and third ume and passed. 

A message from the Senate was received, informing 
the House that they had-passed a joint resolution direct- 
ing the’ Auditor to respect the accounts of G. W. Poe, 
late Paymaster General. , 

`- A joint resolution establishing permanently: the seat 
of Government. i 

A joint resolution for the government of the Auditor 
in certain cases. 

A joint resolution incorporating the town af Columbia. 

An act supplementary to an act for paying the ar- 
my and navy. ; 

An act supplementary to an act to raise a revenue by. 
direct tax. cr l 

À bill to regulate the power of the. several courts in 
certain cases. 

A. joint resolution providing for the. appointment of 
auctioneers. 

A substitute for the bill to raise a revenue by-impost. 
duties. : 

A joint resolution appointing a committee to.confer on: 
the bill defining the boundaries of Liberty County. 

A joint resolution appointing a committee to confer 
en the bill defining the boundaries of Mina County. 

An act to create a Justice of the peace and: a Consta- 
ble for Galveston Island. 

‘That they had concurred in an act toincorporate cer- 
tain towns therein named. 

An act to incorporate the Texas Steam Mil Company- 

An act to authorize the Clerks of the several courts to 
appoint deputies. i 
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“A bill granting bounty lands to those who were in 
the battle of San Jacinto. 

“ A substitute to anact to encourage the navigation 
of the Gulf by steam. 

“An act to authorize the District Judges to hold 


“special terms in certain cases. 


And that they had disagreed to the amendment of the 
House to the bill for the relief of D. F. Weymouth. 

The bill relating te attachments was taken up ona 
third reading, and passed. 

Mr. Gant, from the committee to whom was referred 
the bill authorizing the County Courts to grant divorces, 
reported a substitute for the same. 

The bill making provisions for persons disabled, per- 
manently, in the the service of the Republic, as amend- 
ed: by the Senate, was taken up, and the names of Alex- 
ander. Abrams, John Thoms, and Washington Lomas, 
were added to the first amendment, and the amendment 
as amended was adopted. 

The second amendment was concurred in. 

On the third amendment, giving to Col. Neill “two 
leagues of land.” . 

' The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus : 
Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark; Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, 
Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Lewis, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Snthefland and Thornton-—19. 

Nors—Messrs. Gant, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinncy, 
Patton, and Ponton—6: adopted. 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, the vote was reconsidered, and 
the words “and all others provided for in the provis- 
ions of this act” inserted, and the amendment, as amend- 
ed, was, adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate requesting 
of the House the vouchers of certain bills; and that they 


‘had passed a joint resolution for the relief A. A. Chap- 


man, and requested the House to concur therein. 

The joint resolution for the relief of D. F. Weymouth, 
was taken up, on Mr. Thompson's motion, and laid on 
the table. 

- The bill from the Senate to incorporate: a National 
Bank was taken up.and read a first time, and, 
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On motion of Mr. Rowe, postponed till the first of 
May next. At . 

The Ayes end Noes being called for, on the question, 
ther vote stood thus: ` 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, English, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, 
Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, Pierpont, Rowlett, Thomp- 
gon and Thornton—17. . : 

Nors—Messrs. Branch, Douglass, Gant, Hardiman, 
Pation, Ponton, Rusk and Sutherland—8: adopted. 

The joint resolution from the Senate to fix, poni: 
nently, the seat of government, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill from the Senate supplementary to an act to 
raise a revenue by direct taxation was taken up, and 
read a first time. ; 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee on County Bounda- 
ries, reported a bill to define the boundaries of the coun- 
ty of Bahia: read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a second and third time. © - z 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the final 
passage, the vote stood thus: l 

Aves—-Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, English, 
Hill, Lewis, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rowlett, 
Sutherland and Thornton—12. ‘ 

Nors—Messrs. Brenan, Clark, Douglass, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hardiman, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee and Ponton 
—10: passed. : 

The bill from the Senate creating a Justiceof the 
Peace, and a Constable, for the Island of Galveston, 
was read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the rule was sus- 
pended, and the bill placed on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Austin, the bill was réferred 
toa select committee of two: Messrs. Jones of Brazoria 
and Baker were appointed said:committee. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House`that they had passed an act authorizing the 
President to appoint Chief Justices; and a joint resolv- 
on requiring the Auditor to audit the pay certificates of 
‘the late Paymastér-General, G. W. Poe, and other pay- 
Masters, and requested the House to concur therein. 
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The substitute ofthe Senate'to the bill to naise a reve- 
nue by impost duties, was taken up and read a first 
time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the rule was suapended, 


and the bill placed on its second reading. 


Mr. Douglass moved to strike out “10 per cert” on 
cotton goods. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 

Ayns—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Douglass, English, 
Jones‘of Austin, Lewis, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rowlett, 
Thompson and Thornton—11. l 

Nogs—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Grigsby, 
Gam, Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Bragoria, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Menifee Ponton and Sutherland—13: lost. 

Mre. Jones, of Brazoria, moved to strike out all but the 
latter clause of the second section. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: . 

Aygs—Messrs. Hill, Jones of Austin, Patton and Row- 
ett—4. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Brenan, 
Douglass, English Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Linn, 
Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton, 
Rusk, Sutherland, Thompson and Thornton—20: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the bill was referred to a com- 
mittee of two, to report to-morrow : 

Messrs. Rusk and Sutherland were appointed said 
camumttee. i 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the resolutions ofthe Sen- 
ate appointinga committee.of conference on the bill de- 
fining the boundaries of the counties of Mina, and Lib- 
erty, were adopted : 

Messrs. Burleson, Hill and Jones of Brazoria were 
appointed the committee on ‘the bill defining the bounda- 
ries of the county of Mina, and, 

Messrs. Branch, Jones of Austin and Jack were ap- 
pointed the.committee on the bill defining the boundaries 
af the county of Liberty. 

„A message was received from the Senate iaforming 
he Hoose that they had concurred inthe bill for the 
rdief'of F. W. Thornton. . 

Qn motionof Mr. Rawe the House adjoumed all 8 


eo’ clack, pP. m . 
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THREES O'CLOCK, P. Me, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief 
of A. A. Chapman was read a first time. 

The bill from the Senate to regulate the proceedings 
of the several Courts in certain cases: read a first time. 

-An act supplementary to an act to pay the officers 
and soldiers of the Army and Navy; read a first time, 
and, 

On Mr. Gant’s motion, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a second and third time and passed.- 

Mr. Baker, from the committee to whom was refer- 
red the bill to create a Justice of the Peace; and Consta- 
ble, for Galveston Island, reported the same as amend- 
ed, which was adopted, and, a 

On Mr. Branch’s motion, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a second and third time, and passed- 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and 
leave given to him to introduce a joint resolution for the 
reliefof Erastus Smith: read a first time, and, 

On Mr. Baker’s motion, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill placed on a second reading. 

On Mr. Hill’s motion, the words “$1,000, per annum 
during the war, and $500 per annum, afterwards” were 
inserted, i 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, the words “ during the life of 
his wife or children” were inserted, and the rule was 
suspended, and the bill read a third time. 

‘The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardi- 
man, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Meni- 
fee, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland, and Thornton—-24. 

Nors—-None: passed. 

The title is “a joint resolution for the relief of the 
family of Erastus Smith.” 

Mr. Jones, of Aasi, from the Naval Committee to 
Whom was referred the petition of the pursers in the Na- 
Hi reported that, in their opinion, the existing laws pto- 
vided fully for the pay of those officers, and recom- 
mended the reference of the report of the Gommittee te 
a select committee: report concurred in, and, 
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Measrs. Menifee and Rusk were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

The bill from the Senate, to incorporate the town of 
Columbia, was read a first time, and the rule was sus- 
pended, and the hill placed on its second reading. 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, the words “and other towns” 
were stricken out, and the rule, was suspended, and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, requiring the 
Auditor to respct the acts of G. W. Poe, was read a first 
time, and the rule suspended, and the. bill’ placed 
on its second reading. p 

On motion of Mr. ————, the word “official” was 
substituted for ‘ legal,” and “late Paymaster’ stricken 
eut, and “while acting in the capacity of Paymaster- 
General” inserted, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time. : 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, 
Linn, Ponton, Itusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thornton 
—15. 

Nogs—Messrs. Clark, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jack, 
Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton and Pierpont—10: 

assed. ee 

The bill from the Senate for the appointing of auc- 
tioneers; read a first time. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing the 
President to appoint Chief Justices, was taken up, and, 

Mr. Branch moved to reject. ` 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stoo 
thus: i 

Avges—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Har- 
diman, Hill, Jones of -Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, McKinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Row- 
lett, Sutherland—22. 

Nors—Messrs. Jack; Linn and Thornton—2: rejected: 

The joint resolution, requiring the Auditor to audit the 
pay certificates issued by the late Paymaster..General, 
G. W. Poe, from the Senate, was taken up, and, 

On motion, rejected. ; 
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The bill from the Senate to disband the army, was 
read a first time, and the rule suspended, and the bill 
placed on its second reading; the words “‘by proclama- 
tion,” i ° ; 

On Mr. Gant’s motion, was inserted in the first section. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the second sec- 
ton Was stricken out. 

On Mr. Jack’s motion, the last section was stricken 
out. 

On Mr. Jack’s motion, the words “and discharge all 

the officers and soldiers connected with the standing ar- 
iny,’’ were added to the first section. 
| On motion of Mr. Jack, the bill was referred to a se- 
| lect committee, to report to-morrow; 
Messrs. Jack, Patton and Branch, were appointed said 
| committee. 
| A message was received from the Senate, informing 
| the House, that they had passed an act to require the 
| President to appoint commissioners to assess damages 
| by Mexicans, &c.; and that they had concurred in the 
joint resolution for the relief of John Forbes; and the bill 
| to define the boundaries of the county of Jefferson; the 
| hill to define the boundaries of the county of Mina, as 
| amended; that they had passed a joint resolution for the 
| relief of Arthur Robertson; and had concurred in the, 
| joint resolution for the relief of S.-S. Curtis; and the 
joint resolution for the relief of C. C. Dewitt. 

Mr. Patton offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted; that a committee of two be appointed to invite 
the Senate to join the House at 11 o’clock, on Saturday, 
for the purpose of electing Chief Justices of the coun- 
| tes where vacancies of that office exist: : 

Messrs. Jones, of Austin, and Menifee, were the com- 
mittee appointed. | 
‘. The bill to define the boundaries of the county of 
Mina, was taken up as amended by the Joint Committee, 
and amendment concurred in. > 

The joint resolution for the relief of Arthur Robertson, 
was taken up and read a first time. 

The joint resolution requiring thé President to appoint 
Commissioners to assess damages, &c., was read a first 
ume, and, | ` 

On motion of Mr. English, rejected. : 

he joint resolution from the Senate, respecting coun- 
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ty surveyors, was taken up on its second reading, and, 
on motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill read 
a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill for the relief of ArthurRobertson, was taken ap 
on its second reading, 

On Mr. Hill’s motion, the words “half of? were insert- 
ed before “the pay.” 

Mr. Branch moved to insert “W. F. Gray: lost: the 
rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Avres—Messrs. Baker, Hardiman, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Linn and Thornton—6. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Gant, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, 
Lumpkin, McKinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett and 
Sutherland—16: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Thoraton the House adjourned till 
ten o’elock to-morow morning. 


TED 


Tuurspay, 10 o’ciock, Dec. 14, 1887. 

The, House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Rutter. t 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Patton, from the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred the bill from the Senate, to disband ihe army, 
reported a substitute for the same, which was, 

On motion of Mr. Jack, laid on the table. 

Mr. Branch moved to reconsider the vote on the jomt 
resolution. forthe relief of Arthur Robertson 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the, question, 
the vote stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, English, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of Aust, 
Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, McKinney, Rusk, 
Rowlett and Thornton—16. ; 

Nors—Messrs. Brenan, Douglass, Hill, Lumpkin, 
Paiton, Ponton and Sutherland—7: reconsidered. _ 

A message from the Senate was received informing 
the House, that they had concurred in a joint resolution 
for the relief of Thomas G.. McGhee; and a joint resol- 
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tion for the relief of Antonio De La Garza; and an 

act to amend the several laws relating to the Post Office 

Department; an act to provide for the publication of the 

laws and journals; and æ joint resolution to incorporate 

the City of Houston; and other towns therein named; and 
bad amended the act to provide for the taking of testi- 
mony by interrogatories; an act making provisions for 
persons permanently disabled in the service of the coun- 
try; and had passed an act for the relief of Samuel Wil- 
liams; and an act to have purchased arms, ammunition 
and provisions; and request the House to concur therein. 

Mr. Baker, Chairman of Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following bills as examined, and found cor- 
rectly enrolled, viz: ' 

The joint resolution for the relief of Anson Jones; an 
act to clear out the rivers Attoyac, Angelina and Neches; 
an act to create the county of Fort Bend; the bill to regu- 
late the proceedings of the several courts in certain ca- 
ses, was taken up, and read a third time and passed. 

The act to provide for taking testimony by interroga- 
tories, amended by the Senate, was taken up and amend- ` 
ment concurred in. 

The bill making provisions for persons permanently 
disabled, was taken up as amended by the Senate. 

Mr. Branch moved that the House recede from the 
amendment, objected to by the Senate, giving two 
leagues to all who were disabled. 

The Ayes and Noes’being called for, on the question, 
the vote stood thus : 

Avrs—Messrs.- Speaker, Baker, Branch, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Har- 
diman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, 
Lina, Lumpkin, Menifee, McKinney, Pierpont, Ponton 
and Thompson—22. : 

Nozus—Messrs. Burleson, Patton, Rusk, Rowlett, Su- 
therland and Thornton—6: adopted. 

Mr, Branch moved to disagree to the amendment of 
of the Senate, 

f The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
us; 
Ayves—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 

Brenan, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, 

Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lumapkus, Menifee, McKinney, 
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Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and Sutherland 
—2l. Ei 

Noss—Messrs. Clark, Gazley, Hill, Jones of Austin, 
Linn, Thomson‘and THornton—7: adopted. 

A communication was read from the chief clerk, 
Francis R. Lubbock, resigning the office, which was, on 
motion, received, ; 

Mr. Jones, cf. Austin, moved that the House proceed 
forthwith to fill the vacancy. F 
; On Mr. Rusk’s motion, it was laid on the table till 3 
o'clock, l 

-The joint resolution from the Senate to have pur- 
chased arms and munitions of war was taken up and, 
read a first time, and the rule was suspended, and the 
bill placed on its second reading. 
> On motion of Mr. Patton the word “arms” ‘was 
stricken out. . 

On motion of Mr. Jack, all the section after the words 
“shall lose no time in having purchased the requisite 
arms, munitions, &c.,’’ were stricken out. 

- On motion of-Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the word 
“ President,” was stricken out, and * Secretary of War’ 
inserted, - 

Mr: Gazley moved to insert suitable buildings to 
provide, &c., &c:: lost. 

' ‘The rule was then suspended, and the bill read a 
third time and passed. ` 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed an act to establish a 
friendly and cpmmercial intercourse withthe frontier In- 
dians; and a 4ubstitute to the bill authorizing persons to 
dispose of property by will; and a substitute to the 
act to incor porate the towns‘of Richmond, and San Felipe, 
and others; and had passed a joint resolution for the 
reliefof John A. Wharton; and an act amending the sever- 
al judiciary laws:- | 

The joint resolution from the Senate, for the relief of 
Samuel Williams, was read a first time, 

The act from the Senate to establish a friendly and 
commercial intercourse: with the frontier Indians, was 
taken up, and, $2 l ; 

On motion of Mr. Patten, the bill was rejected. 
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The joint resolution for the relief of John J. Linn was 
taken up on its second reading. 

On Mr. Sutherland’s motion, the words “ First Audit- 
or” were stricken out, and “Second Auditor” inserted ; 
and, the words “on his filing with the Second Auditor 
sufficient vouchers” inserted. ° 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution for tte relief of F. W. Thornton 
was taken up on a sccond reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the words “First Auditor” 
were stricken out, and “Treasurer” inserted, and the rule 
was apenas and the bill read a third time, and 

assed. 
On motion of Mr. Rusk, the Commitiee on Claims 
and Accounts were instructed to act on the papers, &c., 
of A. J. Yates, which the clerk was instructed to fur- 
nish to them the same from the unfinished business of 
the former session. 

The bill authorizing the County Courts to grant divor- 
ces, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, laid on the table. 

The joint resolution from the Senate to appoint auc- 
tioneers was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the bill making an appro- 
priation to pay certain drafts, was taken up on a second 
reading, and, 

On his motion, “$70,000” was stricken out, and 
“ $75,000” inserted. 

The remainder of the section after the word “the” 
was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, and “ for the 
special liabilities of the. government” inserted. 

Mr. Branch moved to postpone the bill to the 1st day 
of May next. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: . 

.Avges—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Clark, Douglass, - 
Grigsby, Gant, Hill, Jack, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Pier- 
pont, Ponton, Rowlett and Thompson—1i4. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, English, Gazley, 
Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, 
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- Menifee, Patton, Rusk, and Sutherland—12: post- 


poned. . , 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution for 
the relief of N. T. Byers; a joint rssolution for the relief 
of M. A. Beremendi; an act establishing a port of entry 
at the west end of Galveston Island, and requesting the 
House to concur therein. l 

And that they had concurred in the amendment to 
the bill to create a Justice of the Peace, and Constable, 
for the Island of Galveston; the joint resolution from 
the Senate, for the relief of John F. Kemper, was taken 
up on its second reading, and, l 

On motion of Mr. Baker, referred to the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the House adjourned till 
3 o'clock p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The bill, amended by the Senate, incorporating the 
towns of Richmond, San Felipe, and others, and, 

Qn motion of Mr. Jones, Austin, the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the resolution relating to the 
oe of a Chief Clerk, of the House, was taken up, 
and, 

On his motion, laid on the table till to-morrow morn- 
ing. 
The substitute from the Senate to the act to author- 
ize persons to dispose of their property, by will, was 
taken up, and Mr. Jack offered a substitute tothe same. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on the adop- 
tion, the vote stood thus: 

Ayvrs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, Gazley, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, Patton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thorn- 
ton—21. 

Nors—Messrs.Branch, Gant, Hill, M’Kinney, Pier- 
pont and Ponton—6: adopted. = 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed. a joint ‘resolution for 
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the raising of companies of videttes; and a joint reso- 
lution making an appropriation for the rent of the Capi- 
tol, for one year, and requesting the House to concur 
‘there. n 
; Onmotion of Mr. Rowlett, the rule was suspended, 
and he introduced a, joint resolution to have established 
a mail route; read a first time. 
The rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and. 
third time and passed. 
The title is “‘a joint resolution authorizing the Post- 
master-General to establish a mail route. 
Mr. Jones, of Austin, from the select committee to 


whom was referred the petition of the pursers-of the. 


Navy, reported that they had the same under cousidera- 
tion, and agreed in the report made by the Committee 
on Nava} Affairs. 

Mr. Gant moved to suspend the rule to enable him 
to introduce a joint resolution to extend the time allowed 
the Secretary of War to discharge the officers and sol- 
diers, now on furlough: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended, 
and he introduced an act entitled ‘‘an act to incorporate the 
town of Mina;” read a first ime: ;, 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read a second 
and third time and passed. 

The bill from the Senate to amend the Judiciary Laws 
was takén up and read a first time. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
John A. Wharton, was taken up and read a first time. 

The rule was suspended, on motion of Mr. Patton, 
and the bill placed on its second reading, 

Mr, Wharton’s petition was read to the House and 
oe suspended, and the bill read a third time, and 
passed. a 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
N. T. Byers was taken up and read a first time. 

The bill from the Senate to establish a port of entry 
at the west end of Galveston Island was taken up and 
read a first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the bill was postponed tifl 
the first of May next. S 

A message was received from the President, by his 
private Secretary, Mr. Henriques, covering the Land 
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Bill, and containing his disapprovalof the same: the Land 
Bill was reconsidered, and the question taken on iis final 
passage, the vote stood thus: 

Ayzs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Burleson, 
Brenan, Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of* 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, McKinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, 
Rowlett, Sutherland, Thompson and Thernton—26. 

Noxs—Messrs. Gant and Hardiman—2: passed.. 

The House then adjourned till 7 o'clock, p. m. ` 


, SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The joint resolùtion making an appropriation for the 
rent of the Copitol was taken up ad read a first time, 
and on the rule being suspended, the bill was placed on 
its second reading, and was amended by inserting 
« Government”. in lieu of ‘“Congress;” and striking 
out “are” and inserting ‘is ;’? and the words “in ad- 
vance” were stricken out. ‘ 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
M. A, Beremendi was taken up, and read a first time. 

The House adjourned, ‘onmotion of Mr. Pierpont, till 
9 o’clock to-morrow morni g. 


Sin 


l Fripay, Dec. 15, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Ruter. 

The journal of the preceding day seeing read, 

Mr. Rusk moved to take up the resolution for the elec- 
tion of Chief-Clerk : adopted. 

Mr. Rusk nominated Mr. Eldridge and Mr. Sturges. 

Mr. Patton nominated J. W. Scott. 

Mr. Hill and Mr. Jack were appointed tellers, and, 

The ballot bging counted, Mr. Sturges had 16 votes. 
Mr. Eldridge had 6 votes; and Mr. Scott had 4 votes’ 
whereupon, the Speaker declared Mr. Sturges duly; 
elected Clief-Clerk of the House. 

Leave was granted Mr. Rusk to withdraw the papers 
of Handy & Lusk. \ 
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Mr. Baker, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported the following, as examined and found cor- 
rectly enrolled, viz : 

“ A joint resolution for,the relief of S. Hatch, 

‘‘ An act to require the District Judges to reside with- 
in their Districts, and for other purposes. 


“A joint resolution locating permanently the seat of 


justice of Brazoria county, 

“An act defining the boundaries of the county of 
Jackson. 

“ A joint resolution for the relief of F. W. Thornton. 

“ An act to authorize the Judges of the District Court 
to hold special terms in certain cases therein named. 

“ A joint resolution to incorporate certain towns there- 
in named, 

“ A joint resolution for the relief of Col. John Forbes. 

“« An act for the relief of Stillman S. Curtis. 

“Anact to define the boundaries of the county of 
Jefferson. 

Mi, An act to define the boundaries of the county of 
ina. 

“A joint resolution for the relief C. C. DeWitt. 

“ An act to authorize the Clerks of the several Courts 
to appoint deputies, &c. 

“ An act to provide for taking testimony by interroga- 
tories, 

“ An act to encourage the Navigation of the Gulf by 
steam.” 

The joint resolution for the relief of M. A. Beremendi 
was taken up and read a second time, and, 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read a third 
time, and passed. 

Messrs. Rusk and Patton were appointed a committee 
to invite the Senate to meet the House at 3 o'clock, 
p. m., for the purpose of electing the officers contem- 
plated by the Land Bill; and for the election of Chief 
Justices. - . 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the Committee on County 
Boundaries, reported a bill to define the boundaries of 
the county of San Patricio: read a first time, and the 
rule was suspended, and the bill read a second and third 
lime, and passed. 

On motion of Mr.-Jack, a committee of two were ap- 
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pointed to inform the Senate that the House had rejected 
the bill authorizing the President to appoint Chief Jus- 
tices. 

Messrs. Jack and Thornton were appointed said 
committee. 

The jomt resolution relating to Consulates was taken 
up on its second reading. 

On Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, motion the following words 
were added to the resolution: “ That no Consul of this 
Republic shall be allowed to charge any fees for pass- 
ports, or certificates of character or intentions;” the. 
rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time and 

assed. 

P The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
Samuel Williains was taken up on its second reading, 
and the rule was suspended, and the bill read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill amending the Judiciary Laws, from the Sen- 
ate, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the 8th and 11th sections were 
stricken out, and the rule was suspended and the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

The substitute from the Senate to the bill to raise a 
revenue by direct tax was taken up on its second read- 
mg. 

‘hr. Jack moved to amend the third section by adding 
“and that it shall not be necessary to appraise property 
sold under execuution, &c.:°’ lost. 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the final pas- 
sage of the bill, the vote stood thus : 

Avyes—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, Mnglish, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, 
Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, 
Ponton and Sutherland—22. 

Nores—Messrs, Burleson, Linn, Rowlett, Thornton 
and Thompson—5: passed. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the govern- 
ment of the Auditor, in certain cases, was taken up on its 
second reading, and, 

Ou motion of Mr. Thompson, postponed till the first 
ot May next. 
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The bill -from the Senaie te raise companies of Vi- 
dettes was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Thornton moved to postpone it till the first of May. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, 
Thompson and Thornton—65. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Har- 
diman, Hill, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Menifee, Pat- 
ton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett and Sutherland— 
22: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rowlett the words “and one com- 
pany between the heads of Trinity and Caney” were 
inserted. 

Mr. Rusk moved to refer it to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Aygs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Grigsby, 
Gant, Jones of Austin, Lumpkin, M’Kinney, Rusk, 
Thompson and Thornton—11. 

Nors—Messrs. Burleson, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Gazley, Hardiman, Hill, Jack, Linn, Menifee, 
Pia Pierpont, Ponton, Rowlett and Sutherland—16. 

ost. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, laid on the table. 

The substitute to the bill from the Senate to disband 
the army was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Rusk offered a substitute. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its adoption, 
the vote stood thus: 

Ayss——Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of 
Brazoria, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton, 
‘Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Sutherland, ‘Thompson and 
Thornton—21. 

Nors—Messrs. Branch, Burleson, Hill, Jones of Aus- 
tin and Jack—5: adopted. 

_ The rule was then suspended, and the bill read a 
third time and passed. sal 

The joint resolution for the relief of D. F. Weyniouth 
was taken up as amended by the Senate. i 
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Mr. Thompson moved that the House recede from 
the amendment. 

as Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Clark, Douglass, Jones of Austin, 
Jones of Brazoria, Lumpkin, Pierpont and Thompson 
—7. 

Nozs—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Brenan, Grigsby, 
Gant, Hardiman, Hill, Jack, Linn, Menifee, M’Kinney, 
Patton, Ponton, Rowlett, Sutherland and Thonton—16: 
lost. 

On motion of the House adjourned till 3 o’clock, p. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the relief of 
N. T. Byers was taken up and read second time. 

Mr. Jack, from the committee appointed to inform the 
Senate of the rejection of the bill to authorize the Pres- 
ident to appoint Chief Justices, reported that they had 
performed that duty. 

The joint resolution for the relief of A. A. Chapman, 
was taken up and read a second time. 

The joint resolution to have translated certain laws, 
&c, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk the following proviso was 
added: ‘‘Provided that such expense shall not exceed 
$300 annually.” 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read a 
third time, and passed. 

A commitee of Messrs. Everitt and ———_——-, were 
received from the Senate, informing the House that the 
the Senate, in consequence of the press of business now 
before them, would suggest to the House to postpone the 
election of the officers under the Land Bull; and to 
elect Chief Justices, &c. &c., until Tuesday next, and 
hoped the House would concur therein. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
ihe House that they had concurred in the bill to estab- 
lish a mail route; and that the bill amending the several 
ats relating to public lands, &c., vetoed by the Presi- 
dent, and reconsidered and passed by a constitutional 
Inayprity of the House had been reconsidered and uman- - 
umously passed by the Senate. 
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The bill to have compiled the laws, &c., was taken 
up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the biank was filled with 
the names of Wm. H. Jack, and D. 8. Kaufman, and, 

On his motion, that part relating to compensation for 
the service was stricken out; and the words “ such com- 
pensation for the same as may hereafter be determined on 
by Congress, on the completion of the work” inserted. 

The rule was suspended, and the bill read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, a committee of two were ap- 
pointed to inform the Senate that they disagreed to their 
proposition to postpone certain elections, till Tuesday, 
and that the House would receive them at 7 o'clock, 
to elect the officers under the Land Bill: Messrs. Meni- 
fee and Sutherland were appointed said committee. 

The joint resolution to recall our Minister to the Uni- 
ted States was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Brazoria, the words “ and 
also to recall our Consul, at the city of New York, and 
appoint another in his place,” were inserted. 

_The rule was suspended, and the bill read a third 
ume. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its pasgage, 
the vote stood thus : ra’ 

Ayves——Megsrs. Speaker, Baker, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gazley, Hill, Jones of Aus- 
tin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
Menifee, M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Rowlett, Suther- 
land and Thornton—22. 

Nogrs—Messrs. Gant, Hardiman and Ponton—3: 
ado ted. z 

he bill te incorporate the Bank of Nacogdoches was 
taken up, and, 
On motion of Mr. Douglass, postponed till the first of 
May next. 
he bill seeing an appropriation for the Navy was ta- 
nup, and, 
Ou motion of Mr. Patton, postponed till the first of May 
wext. - 
The bill to provide for filling vacancies in the office 
of Chief Justices in certain cases was taken up on its 
cond reading, and the rule was suspended, and the 
il read a third time, by its caption. 


274 


The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, 
English, Gazley, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of 
Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
M’Kinney, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, 
Sutherland and Thornton—23. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Hill and Menifee— 
4: passed. 

The bill authorizing the County Courts to grant di- 
vorces was taken up and indefinitely postponed. 

The joint resolution providing for the authenticating 
of deeds was taken up on its second reading, and, on 
motion, was laid on the table. 

A committee was received from the Senate inform- 
ing the House that they would wait on thom at 7 o'clock, 
this evening, to elect the officers enacted by the Land 
Bill. 

The bill to repeal the charter of the Texas Railroad, 
Navigation and Banking Company was taken up on its 
second reading. 

Mr: Hill moved to postpone the bill indefinitely, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thys; . aooo 
AUies—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, Gaz- 
ley, Grigsby, Jones of Brazoria, Jack, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
Patton, Rusk and Rowlett—13. 

Nozs—Messrs. Brenan, Douglass, English, Gant, 
Hardiman, Hill, Jones of Austin, Linn, Menifee, 
M Kinney, Pierpont, Ponton and Sutherland—13: lost. 

Mr. Jack moved to adopt the bill. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 
thus : . 

Ayvres—Messrs. Brenan, Douglass, English, Gant, 
Hardiman, Hill, Linn, Lumpkin, Menifee, M’Kinney, 
Sutherland and Thornton—12. 

Nors—-Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Branch, Clark, 
Gazley, Grigsby, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Lewis, Patton, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, and Row- 

tt—-15: lost. 

The bill to create the Collectoral District of La Bac- 
ca was taken up, and, . 

Qn motion of Mr, Rusk, postponed till the first of May. 
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A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had withdrawn their amendments; 
and concurred in the bill fo define the boundaries of the 
county of Liberty. 

The bill to create thé county of Fannin a Senatorial 
District was taken up and read a second time, the rule 
was suspended, and the bill read a third time. 

Question, shall the bill pass? 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the bill was lost. 


On motion of Mr. Rusk the House adjourned till 7 
o'clock, p. m. l 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Messrs. Branch and Douglass were appointed a com- 
mittee to inform the Senate that the House were ready 
to receiye them. 

The Senate entered, conducted by their President. 

The Speaker of the House explained the manner in 
which the voting would proceed; the Congress then 
proceeded to the election of officers under the Land Bill. 

The following officers were elected by joint vote of 
both Houses of Congress, held on this day, at 7 o’clock, 
pm, - 

For the county-of Austin, Joseph M'Nutt, President; 

Martin Allen and Robert Kleyburgh, Commissioners; 

Hamilton Kleykenburgh, Clerk; and Kenney, 
urveyor. 

For the county of Brazoria, Edwerd Waller, Presi- 
dent; Theodore Bennett and A. C. Hyde, Commission- 
ers; Thomas H. Blackwell, Clerk; and Wm. H. Hunt, 

urveyor, 

For the county of Bexar, David Murphy, President; 
John S. Simpson and John M’Creary, Commissioners ; 
Wm. P. D. Elmore, Clerk; and R. C. Trimble, Surveyor. 

For the county of Colerado, Abraham Alley, Presi- 
„dent; Wm. Daniels and Wm. Thompson, Commission- 

es; Robert Brotherton, Ulerk; and L. S. Hargler, Sur- 
veyor, 

For the county of Fayette, Reddin Andrews, Presi- 
dent; George W. Spier and David Breden, Commission-. 
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ers; N. W. Eastland, Clerk; and Thomas Green, Sur- 


veyor. 

For the county of F -nnin, Bailey English, President; 
Joseph Murphy and Vm H. Burton, Commissioners; 
James Staten Baker, lerk; and Daniel Montague Sur- 
veyor. 

For the county of : ort Bend, Randall Jones, Presi- 
dent; Daniel S. Perry -ad Hiram Thompson, Commis- 
sioners; Wm. H. Povle, Clerk; and Pascal B. Borden, 
Surveyor. | 

For the county of Gonzales, Joseph D. Clements, Pres- | 
ident; James Hodges and Wm. jr. A. Matthews, Commis- | 
sioners; Samuel Williams, Clerk; and Charles Lockhart, | 
Surveyor. 

For the county of Goliad, Wm. P. Patterson, Presi- | 
dent; M. B. Lewis and Wm. Bromley, Commissioners; | 
Andrew Neill, Clerk; and Richard F. Hord, Surveyor. | 

For the County of Houston, Stephen Box, President; | 
Elijah Gossett and John Whartham Commissioners; į 
Samuel G. Wells, Clerk; and Geo. Aldridge, Surveyor. 

For the county of Harrisburg, Benj. F. Smith, Presi- | 
dent; Wm. P. Harris and James S. Holman, Commis | 
sioners; R. D. Johnson, Clerk; and G. W. Patrick, Sur- | 
veyor. : 

For the county of Jefferson, Claibourn West, Presi- | 
dent; John Bollinger and Her. Williams, Commission- | 
ers; Joseph P. Paloifer, Clerk; and Andrew Smith, Sur- 
veyor. 

For the county of Jasper, G. W. Smith, President; | 
John Bevil and Thomas B. Huling, Commissioners; | 
Robert A. Fennell, Clerk; and Martin B. Lewis, Sur- | 
veyor, 

For the county of Jackson, Patrick Usher, President; | 
Francis W. White and John Andrews, Jr., Commission- | 
ers; John S. Menifee, Clerk; and Thomas Simons, Sur- | 
veyor. | 

For the county of Liberty, D. G. Coit, President; Hugh 

B. Johnson and Henry W. Farley, Commissioners; Geo. | 
W. Niles, Clerk; Franklin Harden, Surveyor. 
For the county of Montgomery, E. Collard, President; | 
W. B. Bowen and Jesse Parker, Commissioners; R. B 
Goodridge, Clerk; and Wm. Rohinson, Surveyor. - 
For the county of Mina, Samuel P. Patten, President; 
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Josiah Wellberger and Moses Gay, Commissioners; 
Russell B. Craft, Clerk; and Bartlett Sims, Surveyor. 

For the county of Milan, A. B. Fleury, President; Da- 
vid M’Candliss and —-—— Bell, Commissioners; E. L. 
Stickney, Clerk; Thoyias A. Graves, Surveyor. 

For the county of’ Matagorda, Samuel D. Brigham, 
President; Hamilton L. Cook and Thomas Jamison, 
Commissioners; Di C. Cadey, Clerk; and E. R. Wight- 
man, Surveyor. - 

For the county of Nacogdoches, David Rusk, Presi- 
dent; Wm. Hart and Adolphus Stern, Commissioners; 
K. H. Mews, Clerk; and W. A. Ferris, Surveyor. — 

For the county of Robertson, Thos. Dillard, Presi- 
dent; James Dunn and Leander Hart, Commissioners; 
A. L. M’Coy, Clerk; Augustus W. Cook, Surveyor. 

For the county of Red River, Mansel W. Mathews, 
President; James Latimore and David Lane, Commis- 
sioners; Benj. Gooch, Clerk; and Jefferson Milam, Sur- 
veyor. 

For the county af Refugio, James C. Allen President; 
Martin Power and Walter Lambert, Commissioners; 
Richard Roman, Clerk; and Reuben Roberts, Surveyor. 

For the county San Patricio, Mark Donaldson, Pres- 
ident; Michael Hailey and Benj, Auldum, Commission- 
ers, J. P. January, Clerk;’and John Buchanan, Sur- 


veyor. 


For the county of Sabine, John Boyd, President; Mar- 


tin D. White and John H. M’Cray, Commissioners; W. 
H. Harris, Clerk; Harman Frayer, Surveyor. 

For the county of Shelby, Geo. English, President; 
Willis H. Landrum and George Butler, Commissioners; 
L. W. Edwards, Clerk; and Richard Hooper, Surveyor. 

For the county of San Augustine, Alexander Horton, 
President; J. D. Thomas and Nathaniel Hunter, Com- 
missioners: John C. Brook, Clerk; John M’Gowan, Sur- 
veyor. 

For the county of Victoria, Edward Linn, President; 
John M’Henry and Arthur Burns, Commissioners; Os- 
car Farish, Clerk; and James Carr, Surveyor. 

For the county of Washington, Stephen R. Roberts, 
President; Jesse Bartlett and James W. Smith, Com- 
missioners; Prosper Hope, Clerks and Adolphus Hope, 
Surveyor. 
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The election having been got through with, the House 
adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock. 


SATURDAY, 10 0’cLocg, a. M., Dec. 16, 1837. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prayer by the Rev. Mr. M’Gowan. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

A committee from the Senate was received, informin 
the House that they would meet them at 11 o’clock, for 


. the purpose of electing Chief Justices. 


A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they disagreed to the amendment of the 
House to the bill to disband the army, and insists on 
the original resolution. 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, reported that they had examined the following | 
bills, and found them correctly enrolled, viz: 

A joint resolution for the relief of M. A. De La Gar- 
Za. 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to audit the 
claimof Thomas G. McGkee. 

An act to authorize attachments to issue in certain ca- 
ses therein named. Ris 

An act to incorporate the City of Houston, and other 
towns therein named. 

An act to provide for the publication of the laws and 
journals of the Republic of Texas. 

A communication was received from W. F. Gray, ask- 
ing compensation for certain services, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, the Speaker was 
authorized to give a certificate for the amount of the 
claim to Colonel Gray, under a resolution of the House 
at the close of the first Congress, 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had amended the bill to incorporate 

the Houston, Brazos and Colorado Railroad Company, 
and had amended the title of the joint resolution for ap- 
pointing a committee to compile a judicial code of laws 
&c., and requested the House to concur therein. 
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The Senate entered, conducted by their President pro 
tem, and were seated. i 

The Congress then proceeded to elect Chief Justices 
to fill the vacancies existing. ° 

The following persons were then elected : 

For Bexar, Wm. Henry Dangerfied; Brazoria, W. P. 
Scott; Colorado, W. J, E. Herd; Fayette, Andrew Rabb; 
Fannin, J. G. Joett; Fort Bend, Wiley Martin; Goliad, 
W. L Hunter; Houston, Isaac Parker; Jefferson, Henry 
Millard; Mina, L. C. Cunningham; Matagorda, St. Clair 
D. Gervais; Robertson, Francis Slaughter; Red River, Ed- 
mund H. ‘Tarrant; Refugio, James C. Allen; Sabine, 
Francis L. Gaines; San Augustine, R. H. Foote; Victo- 
ria, John Hayes; Montgomery, Jesse Grimes; the elec- 
tions being over, the Senate, at the instance of their Pre- 
sident, retired. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred ` 
the tariff bill, reported the same with an amendment, 
which was adopted, and report concurred in. 

The bill to disband the army, was taken up from the 
Senate, and, 

Mr. Branch, moved to recede from the amendment of 
the House. | 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the question, 
the vote stood thus: 

Ayves—Messrs. Branch, Hill, Jones of Austin, Jones 
of Brazoria, Jack, Menifee and McKinney—7. 

Nozs—Messrs. Speaker, Baker, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, Douglass, English, Grigsby, Hardiman, Lump- 
kin, Patton, Pierpout, Ponton, Rusk, Rowlett, Sutherland 
and Thompson—17 : lost. 

A message from the Senate was received, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the bill to incorpo- 
rate the Brazoria Insurance Company; the joint resolu- 
tion to have translated certain laws into ‘the Castilian 
language; an act to provide for the appointing of Chief 
Justices in certain cases; and had passed a substitute 


- for the Militia Bill, and a supplement to the same; a joint 


resolution for the relief of D. S. Kaufman and W. F. 
Gray; and the substitute to the bill to authorize persons 
to dispose of property by will, had been concurred in; 
also a joint resolution for the purchase of munitions of 
war; and had adopted the addition to the act requiring 
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the Auditor to respect the acts of G. W. Poe, late Pay- 
Master General; and refused to strike out, and had pass- 
ed an act to render legitimate, certain illegitimate 
children therein named; and had concurred in the 
amendments to the bill making provisions for those per- 
manently disabled in the service of the country; and the 
tariff bill; ajoint resolution relating to consulates; and 
had adopted a substitute to the joint resolution for the re- 
lief of the family of Erastus Smith, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, a committee of conference 
was appointed to act jointly with a similar committee 
from the Senate, on the bill to disband the army. 

Messrs. Rusk, Patton and Pierpont, were appointed 
the committee on the part of the House. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House thatthey had appointed Messrs. Horton, Dunn 
and Somerville a Committee of Conference, to‘act with a 
similar committee from the House, on the bill to disband 
the army; and had concurred in the amendment of the 
House to the joint resolution for the relief of D. F. Wey- 
mouth. 

The substitute from the Senate, to the Militia Bill, was 
taken up and read. 

Mr. Jack moved to strike out the second and third sec- 
tions, and insert the following, as section second: 

The militia of Texas shall be divided into four bri- 
gades, each to be commanded hy a brigadier general, to . 
be elected in the same manner as the major general, and 
when a vacancy shall hereafter occur, he shall be elected 
by the officers of his brigade. All that portion of the 
country west of the Brazos shall constitute one brigade; 
all between the Brazos and Trinity rivers, shall constitute 
a brigade; all between the Trinity and Sabine one bri- 


` gade; all north of the Sabine, and up Red River, one 


brigade. 

Mr. Gant moved to strike out “by joint vote of both 
Houses of Congress: lost. 

Mr. Gant called for the Ayes and Noes. 

The Speaker, (Mr Branch,) decided it out of order 
to call, after the question had been decided. 

Mr. Gant appealed from the Speaker’s decison. __ 

The question being put to the House, was decided ey 
favor of the Spcaker’s decision. 
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The question was then taken on Mr. Branch’s amend- 
ment, and the amendment adopted; and the substitute as 
amended, adopted. . 

The House then adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M. 


? THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Dugald Brown, 
was taken up on its second reading, and, : 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

The substitute to the joint resolution of the Senate, 
for the relief of the family of Erastus Smith, was taken 
up and $250 stricken out, and $500 inserted, on motion 
of Mr. Rusk, and the substitute as amended, adopted. 

Mr. Rusk, from the Committee of Conference, on the 
bill to disband the .army, reported a substitute to the 
same, which was adopted, and the report concurred in. 

A message from the Senate was received, intorming 
the House that they had concurred in the bill amending 
the judiciary laws; and the bill to incorporate the town 
of Mina; and had passed a joint resolution for the relief 
of James Collinsworth; and a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of the commissioners to the United States. 

The bill to incorporate the Houston, Brazos and Colo- 
rado Rail Road Company, was taken up and amend- 
ment concurred in. 

Anact from the Senate to render legitimate certain il- 
legitimate children therein named, was taken up and 
read a first time, and the rule suspended, and the bill 
read a second and third time, and passéd. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, requirmg the 
Auditor to respect the actsof G. W. Poe, late Paymas- 
ier General, was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the amendment of the 
House receded from. 

The joint resolution to raise companies of Vidette 
was taken up on a second reading, the rule suspende» 
and the bill read a‘third time, and lost. i 

A joint resolution requiring the Auditor to settl¢he 
accounts of W. T. Brannam, was taken up and rad a 
third time and ‘passed. 

The joint resolution received from the Senate, ®! the 
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relief of D. S. Kaufman and W. F. Gray, was taken 


up and read a first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, postponed. indefinitely. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the amendment to 
the joint resolution for the relief of the family of Erastus 
Smith. 

The following joint resolutions from the Senate were 
takea up, and read a first time: 

A joint resolution for the relief of James Collinsworth; 
a joint resolution for the relief of the commissioners to 
the United States. 

The joint resolution for the relief of A. A. Chapman, 
was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, postponed to the first May. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had passed a joint resolution for the 
relief of Kitty McKoy, which is cee in the House; 
the joint resolution for the relief of John Garrett was ta- 
ken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, postponed to first May. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Arthur Robertson, 
from the Senate, was taken up on its third reading, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Avyves—Messrs, Baker, Douglass, Gant, Hardiman, 
Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Menifee, W’Kinney, Patton, 
Pierpont and Rusk—11. 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Brenan, 
Clark, English, Grigsby, Hill, Jones of Austin, Lump- 
kin, Ponton, Rowlett, Sntherland, Thompson and Thorn- 
ton—16 : lost. 

The rule was suspended, and, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, 
‘atroduced a supplement to the bill to appoint a board 

€ Medical Censors, read a first time, and rule suspend- 
e\ and read a second and third time. 
the Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas- 
sac the vote stood thus: . 
A‘gs—Messrs. Baker, Brenan, Clark, Douglass, Eng- 
lish, Will, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Patton, Rusk and Rowlett—13. 
Nozs—Messrs. Speaker, Branch, Burleson, Grigsby, 
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Gant, Hardiman, Jack, Menifee, McKinney, Pierpont, 
Ponton and Sutherland—J2: passed. 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, the joint resolution for the re- 
lief of James Collensworth, was taken up. He moved 
to strike out $2500 and insert $3000. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood 

thus: 
Avres—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Douglass, 
Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, 
Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, Rowlett 
and Thornton—17. 


Nozs—Messrs. Brenan, Engli ~ant, Hill, Menifee, 
McKinney, Ponton, Sutherland « ?fhompson—9: a- 
dopted. 


The rule was then suspended; and bill read a third 
time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: f 

Ayrs—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, 
Douglass, Grigsby, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jones of 
Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lumpkin, Patton, Pierpont, Rusk, 
Rowlett and Thornton—17. 

_Nors—Mekssrs. Brenan, English, Gant, Hill, Menifee, 
reel Ponton, Sutherland and Thompson—9: pass- 
ed. f 
The jomt resolution for the relief of N. T. Byers, was 
taken up, and postponed to the first of May. 

The resolution to adjourn, was taken up on second 
reading, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the fifteenth December, 
was stricken out, and eighteenth December, inserted, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the first of March was strick- 
en out, and the first Monday in May inserted, and, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its final -pa 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Clark, 
Douglass, English, Grigsby, Gant, Hardiman, Hill, 
Jones’ of Austin, Jonés of Brazoria, Jack, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, McKinney, Pierpont, Ponton, Rusk, Row- 
lett, Sutherland and Thornton—23. 

Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Patton and Thomp- 
son—4: passed. 
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The bill to appoint a Superintendant to the Public 
Buildings; 

A bill for the relief of Walker and Barton; 

And 2. joint resolution to provide for the authentication 
of deeds; 

A joint resolution allowing pay to Commissioners; 

A joint resolution relating to Probate Courts; and, 

A joint resolution allowing pay to the Secretary of Le- 
gation, were taken up and postponed to first May. 

The House then adjourned to 7 o’clock. , 

SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. - 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the amendment to 
the joint resolution for the relief of James Collinsworth: 
and a joint resolution for any person on filing in the office 
of Secretary of War, &c.; and also to drive in estrays; 
and hoped the House would concur therein; a supple- 
ment to an act supplementary to the bill to reorganize 
the army; and a joint resolution relating to the appoint- 
ing of an additional agent to effect a loan; and request- 
ing the House to concur therein. 

The joint resolution relating to the appointing of an 
additional commissioner, was taken upand read a first 
time. 

Mr. Thompson moved to postpone it indefinitely: lost. 

The supplement to the militia bill was taken up, 

Mr. Thompson moyed to postpone it indefinitely : lost. 
The rule was suspended and the bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on its final passage, 
the vote stood thus: 

Aves—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Clark, Douglass. Eng- 
lish, Gant, Hardiman, Jones of Austin, Jack, Linn, Pier- 
pont and Sutherland—12. 
` Nozrs—Messrs. Speaker, Burleson, Brenan, Grigsby. 
RT Jones of Brazoria, Lewis, Lumpkin, Menifee, Mc- 
piney, Rusk, Rowlett, Thompson and Thornten—14: 

Ost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had concurred in the joint resolution 
for the relief of A. R. Bodman; a joint resolution for the 
relief of John J. Linn; a joint resolution for the relief of 
F. W. Thornton. 
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On motion of Mr. Menifee, the House proceeded to 
elect a committee of three, under the joint resolution of 
Congress, to appoint committees to select a site for the 
seat of Government. , 

Mr. Linn and Mr. Gant were appointed tellers, and, 

The House proceeded to ballot for the same, and 
Messrs. Jack, Sutherland and Lumpkin were elected the 
committee of the House. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had appointed Messrs. Somerville 
and Burton a committee to contract for certain printing, 
&c.; and had appointed Messrs. Barnett and Rains their 
committee to select a location for the Seat of Govern- 
ment. £ . 

The joint resolution from the ‘Senate, appointing a 
committee to contract for printing the laws of Coahuila 
and Texas, was taken up and read a first time, and rule 
‘suspended and read a ‘second time, and amended by 
adding, and the laws of a general nature passed by the 
Congress, and the journals of both Houses of Congress, 
and also the laws of the General Council, composed of 
two from the Senate and three from the House. 

On Mr. Rusk’s motion, a committee of three was ap- 
pointed to draft a bill for the orgenization of the militia. 

Messrs. Rusk, Rowlett and Menifee were appointed 
the committee. 

On motion of Mr. English, the House adjourned to 
Monday at 10 o’clock. 

Monpay; 10 o’ctock a.m. Dec. 18th, 1837., 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. McGowan. 

The reading of the- journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. Rusk, from the committee to whom was referred 
the duty of reporting abill for organizing the militia: re- 
ported. 

A-bill which was read a first time and the rule sue 
pended, and read a second and third time and passed. - 

The Ayes:and Noes being called for, on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood thus: 

Avres—Messrs. Speaker, Brenan, Grigsby, Gant, 
Jones of Austin, Jones of Brazoria, Linn, Lewis, Lump- 
kin, Menifee, M’Kinney, Pierpont, Rusk, Thompson and 
Thornton—15. 
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Nors—Messrs. Baker, Branch, Burleson, Clark, Dou g- 

lass, Hardiman, Jack, Patton and Rowlett—9: passed. 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. English, 
Clark and Sutherland for remamder of the session. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported the follow- 
ing, as examined and found correctly enrolled : 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to or- 
ganize the militia of the Republic. i 

An act granting lands to those who were in the battle 
of San Jacinto and other battles, ; 

An act to authorize the Postmaster General to estab- 
lish a Post Route. 

An act to amend the several laws regulating the Post 
Office Department. 

An act to incorporate the Steam Sawmill Company. 

.An act to define the boundaries of the county of Li- 
berty. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John J. Linn. 

A joint resolution for appointing two legal gentlemen 
to compile a Judicial Code of Laws for the Republie of 
Texas. 

Mr. Brenan moved to reconsider the bill to raise a 
company of Videttes: lost. 

On motion, the House adjourned to 8 o’clock, P. M. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. _ 

A message from the Senate was received, informing 
the House that they had amended’ the resolution to ad- 
journ, by inserting the “20th instant, and the second 
Monday in April,” and requested the House to concur 
therein. 

The following communication was received from the 
President, enclosing a letter from John F. Kemper, 
which was read, and referred to the Committee ‘on 
Military Affairs, to report at 7 o’clock: 

EXacUTIVE ea lanes 
REPUBLIC or TExas, 
City of Houston, Dec. 18th, 1837. 
To the Hon. House of Representatives of Texas, 

Genritemen—lI have the honor of communicating the 
latest intelligence in the enclosed document, from the 
western frontier, which arrived by express late on the 
evening of the 16th instant. The Executive solicits the 
advice of the Hon. House of Representatives, as he can 
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arrive at no conclusion, owiag to the general confusion 


which has hungover that frentier. 
SAM HOUSTON. 


Mr. Jones, of Austin, fatroduced a joint resolution to 
have cisterns provided før the use of the Capitol; read a 
first time, and rule suspended; read a second and third 
time and passed. 

The resolution to adjourn was taken up and the amend- 
ments of the Senate concurred in. . 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
the House that they had passed an act to change the 
name of Mina county and town to that of Bastrop, 
which was taken up, read a third time and concurred in. 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved the following: that the 
Enrolling Clerk of the House be authorized to procure a 
suitable book, in which to record the journals of the extra 
and present session of this Congress, &c. &c.—: adopt- 
ed. 

Messrs. Jones, of Brazoria, and Baker were appointed 
a committee to wait on the Senate and request their at- 
tendance to elect Medical Censors. 


The Senate entered, and the Congress then elected the 
following gentlemen: 

For Red River, Isaac’ Jones; Nacogdoches, R. A. 
Irion; Harrisburgh and Liberty, Ashbel Smith; Wash- 
ington, Asa Hoxey; Milam, George W. Hill; Brazoria, 
J. McNeil Stewart; Matagorda, Jackson and Victoria, 
Albert M. Levy; Mina and Gonzales, Thomas Ander- 
son; Austin and Colorado, Joel Johnson; San Patricio, 
J. P. January; Bexar, H. Bissell. 


The Senate retired, and the House adjourned until 7 
o'clock. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, F. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
A communication was received from Mr. Gazley, and 
read. l 

A message was received from the committee of the 
Senate informing the House that they had determined to 
adhere to their resolution to adjourn on the 20th. 

A message was received from the President, return- 
ing the Militia Bill, with a communication: 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
f .Rerugsuic or TEXAS. ? 
aer e - City of Houston Dec. 18, 1887. 
To -the honorable, the Speaker, and 
memberss of the House of Representatives, 

GentTLEMEN—It. is with great reluctance that I am 
constrained to exercise the constitutional privilege of re- 
turning the act entitled “an act to organize the Militia 
of this Republic;” but the following reasons induce me 
to the step. 

I do conceive that the Adjutant-General of the Repub- 
lic is a member of the staff of the President, and is so- 
esteemed by all free governments, so far as the last law 
went, in relation to: the appointment and duties of the 
Adjutant-General, there is no reasonable objection. 
The modifications by the supplement have certainly 
given him no additional efficiency, but they are calculated 
to produce conflicts and destroy harmony. All orders to 
an army should pass from the President through the 
Adjutant-General. 

The proper organization of the Militia would have 
been consummated under the lastlaw, had Congress 


' made any appropriation adequate to the completion of 


its organization. 

Not one dollar was placed at the disposition of the 
Executive. An Adjutant-General was appointed who 
would have effected every thing desired, but he had 
neither means of transportation nor subsistence, while in 
the exercise of his various duties. The Executive does 
not object to the organization proposed in the supple- 
mental bill so far as it embraces the election of a Major 
and Brigadier-General, nor does he hesitate in ac- 
cordance with the most anxious solicitude expressed by 
the Congress for the organization of the Militia, but pre- 
vious to his approving the supplement he cannot assent 
to any views that will exclude the nomination of the Ad- 
ju\ant-General by the Executive, and ratification by the 
Senate, and the appropriatibn of such an amount of mo- 
ney as will ensure an object so desirable, as giving the 
greatest efficiency to the Militia of the country, 

The Executive has always regarded it as the bulwark 
of a nation of freemen, and as such he estimates them in 
the present veto of the supplemental bill. l 
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These views are most respectfully submitted to the 
consideration of the honorable House of Representa- 
tives, all impediments of the execution of the former bill 


aose from the want of a suitable appropriation, there 
not being a cent in the Treasury. 


SAM HOUSTON. 


A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they were about to go into secret session, 
and that the doors would be thrown open to receive any 
message the House might wish tomake. _ 

Mr. Rusk, from the Committee to whom was referred 
the message of the President relating to the letter of 
J.F. Kemper, reported. 

The Committee on Military Affairs to whom was re- 
ferred the message of his Excellency, the President, con- 
veying a letter from John F. Kemper, and others, in 
relation to the advance of two hundred Mexican cavalry 
to San Prtricio, and asking the advice of this House; has 
had the same under consideration and ask leave to 
report: $ 

“ That whether the cavalry mentioned in the letter be 
a detached party, oran advance guard of an invading 
army, is a matter of great uncertainty, but in matters of 
this kind if error be committed it is greatly to be haped 
that the error should be found on the safe side, and in 
‘energetic and active preparations to meet the enemy 
upon our frontier, and not, again await their devastation, 
much to the injury of the interior of our country: ifthe 
militia are organized we are decidedly of the opinion that 
there are stout hearts and strong arms enough amongst 
them to meet and drive back the enemies of our com- 
on country. a 3 

“And this committee would recommend that some 
esponsible individual be forthwith despatched to make 

urchases of powder and lead, in order to enable us to 
give our foes a genteel reception. 


; THOS. J. RUSK, 


k a Chairman. 
The report was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Branch asked to reconsider the bill entitled “an 


anded an act to organize the Militia of this Re- 
public. 
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The Ayes and Noes being called for, on its final pas- 
sage, the vote stood, Ayes 20, Noes 4: and the bill 
passed. : 

Mr. Baker, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the Committee on Enrolled Bills 
have examined the following bills -and resolutions, viz: 

“ An act relating to the pay and allowance of the offi- 
eers and soldiers of the army. 

“An act authorizing persons to dispose of property 
by will. i 

“An act making provisions for persons who have 
been permanently disabled in the service of Texas. 

sA joint resolution for the relief of the family of 
Erastus Smith. 

“ An act to incorporate the Brazoria Insurance Com- 

any. 
A joint resolution reqniring the Auditor to audit the 
accounts of Col. Weymouth. 

‘« A joint resolution for the relief of A. R. Bodman. 
ma An act to define the boundaries of the county of Red 

iver. 

“ A joint resolution to translate the Laws of the Re- 
public into the Castillian language. 

“ A joint resolution for the relief of F. W. Thornton. 

“ An act to provide for the appointment of Chief Jus- 
tices, in cases of vacancy. 

“ A joint resolution for the relief of H. C. Hudson. 

“ A joint resolution relative to Consulates. 

“ An act to incorporate the town of Mina. 

“A joint resolution for the relief widow of Kitty M’Coy 

“A joint resolution to amend the act entitled an ac 
to raise a revenue by impost duties. 

“A joint resolution altering the name of the county 
and town of Mina.” 

And find the same correctly enrolled. 

JOSEPH BAKER. 


Chairman. 


A joint resolution from the Senate to authorize per- 
sons to drive in cattle, mules, &c., &c., postponed till 
the first of May. 

The joint resolution to discharge the officers and 
soldiers of the army and Navy, was, 


991° 


On motion of Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, indefinitely 
postponed. 

The joint resolution relating to allowing officers of 
the Navy payment while under orders, was, 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, postponed till the first of 
May. 

The joint resolution to appoint an additional Commis- 
sioner to effect a loan. 

Mr. Hill moved to postpone the bill till the first of 
May. (Expunged.) 

Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, moved that the Secretary of 
State be charged with the care of -the Capitol, and that 
he be authorized to employ a suitable person to attend 
to the same, the rule was suspended and the bill adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had passed an act relative to the 
Militia, vetoed by the President, passed unanimously 
by the House. 

A committee of Messrs. Rowe and Jones were ap- 
pointed to inform the Senate that they were ready-to go 
mto an election of officers under the Militia Bill. 

A committee from the Senate to inform the House 
that they are ready. 

The Senate met the House in joint session to elect the 
officers under the act entitled an act supplemental to an 
act entitled an act to organize the Militia of this Repub- 
lic, vetoed by the President, and passed by a unanim- 
_ ous vote of the Senate, and constitutional majority of the 
o of Representatives, on the 18th day of December, 

The Senate entered and were seated. 

The Congress then proceeded to elect the officers 
contemplated under the Militia Bill. 

Major General—Thomas J. Rusk. 

First Brigade—E. Burleson, District west of the Bra- 
20S, 

Second Brigade—Mosley Baker, District between the 
Brazos and Trinity. - 
ai i Brigade—Kesley H. Douglass, District east of 

rinity. , 

Fourth Brigade—John H. Dyer, District east of, and 
up Red River. 

Adjutant Geueral—Hugh B. M'Leod. 

The Senate then retired. 
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Mr. Rusk moved that Mr. Sturges be sworn inas Chief 
Clerk. D 

Mr. *“enifee 11 oved the appointment of a committee 
of two to inform the Senate that this House cannot 
agree to adjourn on Monday: 

Messrs. Menifee and Thompson were appointed said 
committee. 

A committee was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they concurred in their resolution to ad- 
journ on the 20th. 

Mr. Menifee moved, as he had performed the duty 
assigned him, to adjourn till 10 o’clock. 

A committee was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they deemed it important to remain a day 
longer, and requested that the committee of conference 
should meet and arrange the time of adjournment. 

Messrs. Rusk, Thompson and Jack, appointed the 
committee of conference, have come to the conclusion 
to adjourn to-morrow at 12 o’clock; concurred in. 

Messrs. Jack and Patton were appointed a committee 
to inform the President that the House would adjourn 
at 12 o’clock to-morrew. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the House adjourned, till 11 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


enana 


Turspay, Dec. 19, 1837. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Ruter. 

The journal of the preceding day being read, 

Mr. Douglass, from the Committee on Claims and 
Accounts, reported in favor of allowing Capt. Kemper 
pay as armorer, which was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, Capt. Kemper had leave to 
withdraw his papers. - è 

On motion of Mr. Jack, a vote of thanks was tendered 
to the Speaker for the able and impartial manner in 
which he had performed his duties. 

Mr Jones, of Austin, offered a resolution that the | 
sergeant-atearms be authorized to take charge of the 
furniture of the House of Representatives, which reso- 
lution was adopted. 
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Mr. Rusk offered a joint reaolution to pay Sam Wil- 
liams in the promiasary notes ofthe Government. Read 
- a first time; the rule was suspended, and the joint reso- 
lution read a second and third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, repealing 
the standing rules of both Houses, declaring that no bill 
shall be handed to the President on the last day of the 
Session. 

On motion of Mr. Jack, all persons who had papers 
in possession of the Clerk of the House, had leave to 
withdraw them. 

A committee of Messrs. Burton and Horton, from the 
Senate, infermed the House, that the Senate would be 
ready to meet the House and adjourn at 12 o’clock. 

Messrs. Jack and Patton were appointed a committee 
on the part of the House, to inform the President that 
the Congress was ready to receive any communication 
he might have to make. 

The Senate were informed that the House were ready 
to receive them, and hear the communication from the 
President. 

A message was received from the Senate informing 
the House that they had concurred in a joint resolution 
for the relief of Sam Williams. 

The Senate then entered the Hall of the House of Re- 
presentatives, and were seated. The rollsof both Houses 
being called, a quorum of each House were present. 

The President then entered, escorted by the Joint 
Committee, and delivered an address to the two Houses. 

The Senate retired to'their Hall, at the instance of 
their President. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, relating to pre- 
senting bills on the last day of the session, was ,con- 
curred in. . 

Messrs. Brahch and Thornton were appointed a com- 


mittee to inform the Senate, that they were now ready ta 
adjourn. : 


A like committee was received from the Senate, in- . 


forming the House that they had no further business on 
hand, and were also ready to adjourn. 
On motion of Mr. Jack, the Speaker then adjourned 


the House of Representatives to the second Monday i 
April next. = 
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